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12 Arab heads of state arrive to warm welcome 

Leaders, saying Arab Nation is at a critical juncture, underline urgent need for definite joint action 


By Jordan Times Staff Reporters with Petra dispatches 

AMMAN — Twelve Arab heads of state 
arrived here to warm welcomes and full 
honours on Saturday, and six other leaders 
are due today for the extraordinary Arab 
summit conference. The arrival of all 18 
leaders will make this the best-attended Arab 
summit since the 1982 su mmi t in Fez. 


His Majesty King Hussein, His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 


Hassao, Arab League Secretary- 
General Chadli Klibi. Prime 


Minister Zaid Rifai and other 
senior Jordanian officials headed 
the welcoming ceremonies for the 
12 heads of state who streamed 
through the Amman airport amid 
full honours and 21-gun salutes. 

The leaders of Kuwait, Mauri- 
tania, Qatar, Morocco, Saudi 
Arabia's crown prince and Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
Chairman Yasser Arafat were ex- 
pected to begin arriving today. 
Arab League sources told the 
Jordan Times that Tunisia's Fore- 
ign Minister, Mahmoud A1 Mes- 


tiri, and Libya's second in com- 
mand, Abdul Salam Jalloud, 
were scheduled to arrive today. 

As helicopters hovered in rainy 
skies and troops guarded main 
streets and crossroads, Djibouti 
President Hassan Gouled Apti- 
don was the first leader to arrive. 
He was followed by Sheikh Issa 
Ibn Khalifa of Bahrain. Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, 
South Yemeni head of state 
Haidar Abu Bakr A1 Attas, Sul- 
tan Qaboos Ibn Said of Oman, 
United Arab Emirates fUAE) 


President Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sul- 
tan Al Nahayan, Lebanese Presi- 
dent Amin Gemayel, Somalia's 
president. Mohammad Siad Bar- 
re. Sudanese head of state 
Mohammad Al Mirghani, Alge- 
rian President Chadli Benjedid, 
North Yemeni President Ali 
Abdullah Saleh and Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad. 

In arrival statements made at 
the Amman airport, Arab leaders 
called for overcoming inter-Arab 
disputes and seeking a unity that 
would safeguard pan-Arab secur- 


ity and the integrity of the Arab 
World. 

UAE President Sheikh Zayed 
said that the Amman summit was 
a great opportunity for Arab 
leaders to assess the deteriorating 
situation in the Arab World and 
to seek solutions to all pressing 
problems. 

“We are today at a crossroads 
that require us to impose a limit 
to these disputes and this regres- 
sion in which we are submerged,” 
Sheikh Zayed told the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, in his arriv- 


al statement. “There is no better 
way to heal Arab rifts than 
through a top level Arab meeting 
that would provide the needed 
cures for our problems,” he said. 

Sheikh Zayed urged Arab lead- 
ers to “rise to a level of responsi- 
bility in these critical political 
circumstances and to bypass all 
differences. 

“We have to realise that, 
tomorrow, the Arab Nation will 
hold each Arab leader the re- 
sponsible for all he says and 
achieves and will assign to each 


leader his stands," he said. ; 

The UAE leader said he was ; 
positive that the Arab people 
“look to their leaders with a deep 
conviction that they must rectify , 
their course, clear the Arab 
atmosphere and mobilise all re- • 
sources and capabilities towards a ■ 
united Arab action that would » 
reflect the interests of all Arabs i 
from the ocean to the Gulf," j 
Sheikh Zayed said. 

President of the People’s 
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Arab summit opens today with cautious optimism 
towards collective action over national security 


By Lamis K. Andoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

THE EXTRAORDINARY Arab 
summit opens here today against 
a backdrop of cautious optimism 
thar the conference would rein- 
force a constructive and collective 
Arab action to tackle the threats 
and challenges facing the Arab 
Nation and Arab national 
security. 

Foremost in the minds of the 
Arab leaders gathered here to 
discuss and chart a sound course 
to counter these threats are the 
»even-year-old Iran-Iraq war, the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict, Egypt’s re- 
turn to the Arab League and the 
almost I2-yeai-old civil strife in 
Lebanon. 

But amid the mounting feeling 
urgency to find an end to the 
3ulf war which prompted the 
xmvening of the summit, there 
: appears to be a widespread belief 
among Arab states that it is high 
time for joint Arab action on all 
fronts, including immediate 


moves to end the war on the 
eastern flank of the Arab Nation. 

The general Arab position on 
the Gulf war, however, will be 
discussed within the broader con- 
text of "Arab national security,” 
which is the agreed-upon centra] 
theme of the conference. In 
theory, it implies that while the 
focus of the discussions will be on 
the Iran-Iraq war, spillovers of 
which threaten several Arab states 
in the Gulf in addition to the 
actual Arab combatant — Iraq — 
other problems threatening to 
undermine Arab national security 
should be tackled as inextricably 
connected issues. 

In fact, the philosophy behind 
choosing Arab national security 
as the theme of the summit in 
Amman is very expressive of the 
prevailing situation in the Arab 
World as well as of the hopes of 
the Arab leaders to fend off 
common dangers as one united 
body. 

Analysts see the title as reflect- 
ing hope, or at least a basic 


assumption, that the common in- 
terest in preventing the collapse 
of Arab national security shared 
by the Arab states could be the 
common factor that binds the 
Arab leaders who are otherwise 
divided on almost all crucial 
issues facing the Arab Nation. 

In practical terms, this assump- 
tion implies that all Arab states 
participating in the summit will 
seek to find common denomina- 
tors which could least prevent 
further penetration of Arab 
national security on any front. 
But, on the eve of the summit, 
there are indicators of a reserved 
optimism, yet without underesti- 
mating the serious divisions 
which characterise the Arab 
scene today, that the conference 
will produce the minimum level 
of coordination and unity essen- 
tial to achieve the common goal 
of security. 

On the one band, the summit 
will mark the first successful 
effort at gathering all Arab states 
(except Libya, whose intentions 


to attend or not to attend the 
summit was not clear by Saturday 
evening), since September 1982 
when the last ordinary Arab sum- 
mit was held in the Moroccan city 
of Fez. 

Most Arab officials and 
analysts see the convening of the 
summit “as an achievement in 
itself... it also holds out the 
prospect of putting a firm end to 
unilateral actions by individual 
Arab states." 

To a considerable extent, this 
comment reflects a growing con- 
sensus among Arab states against 
the “dangerous implication of un- 
ilateral Arab actions which have 
weakened the stand of individual 
Arab states as well as the Arab 
Nation as a whole,” said a sea- 
soned Arab analyst here. 

This trend has been fostered by 
the frustrating failure so far of 
Arab efforts to make any tangible 
headway towards convening an 
international conference on the 
Arab-lsraeli conflict — an issue 
that has been there before the 


recent escalation of the Iran-Iraq 
war — as well as conflicting sig- 
nals emanating from efforts to 
end the Gulf war itself. 

Furthermore, many observers 
point out, Iran’s expansion of its 
war with Iraq to other states in 
the region — particularly Kuwait 
and Saudi Arabia — have gener- 
ated a realisation that Iraq was 
not the only target of the revolu- 
tionary regime in Tehran. 

Yet, this growing realisation of 
a collective danger, serious differ- 
ences prevail over how to counter 
it in the most effective way and 
have so far preempted efforts to 
produce an Arab consensus back- 
ing Iraq. 

In general, there appear to be 
four positions among the Arab 
countries vis-a-vis the war and 
approach to the Iranian threat. 

— the first position stems from 
the belief that Iran is no less a 
threat to the Arabs than Israel. 
This position is reflective of a 

(Continued on page 3) 


Ibn Ali assumes presidency 
after removing Bourguiba 


TUNIS (Agencies) — Prime 
VLnister Zine Al Abideen Ibn Ali 
:ook over power from ailing Pres- 
ent Habib Bourguiba on Satur- 
day, saying the 84-year-old presi- 
dent was no longer fit to hold 
office. 

In a statement read over the 
rational radio at 6:30 a.m. (0530 
GMT), Mr. Ibn Ali said Mr. 
Bourguiba was deposed for “in- 
capacity." Mr. Ibn Ali said that 
rased on his "faith in a medical 
report" he was removing Mr. 
Bourguiba from office "under 
article 57" of the country’s con- 
stitution. 

Mr. Ibn Ali, a former interior 
•Hinister and army general who 
was appointed prime minister 
°arely a month ago, was later 
sworn in at a ceremony in parlia- 
ment broadcast live on Tunis 
Radio. 

Tunisians appeared to accept 
the change calmly. Normal secur- 
ny was maintained in the centre 
Jf the capital. Security forces, 
however, blocked off approach 
toads to the presidential palace 
hhd police also stood guard out- 


side the home of Habib Bour- 
guiba Junior. Bourguiba ’s son. 

The Tunisian news agency 
TAP said police arrested a num- 
ber of people “as a preventive 
measure" but denied a report that 
Mr. Bourguiba’s influential 
niece. Saida Sassi, was one of 
them. 

The change was welcomed by 
France, Tunisia’s former colonial 
ruler, by neighbouring Algeria 
and bv Egypt. 

The' transition of power, while 
abrupt, apparently occurred with- 
out violence. Reports from the 
capital said the country was calm. 
Communication links remained 
open, but all 23 flights leaving 
Tunis main airport were tempor- 
arily cancelled. Arriving flights 
were allowed to land. 

Mr. Ibn Ali, 51, who made his 
mark as national security chief for 
his role in putting down anti- 
government riots and for his 
crackdown this year on Islamic 
fundamentalists, raised Mr. 
Bourguiba for his “colossal sacri- 
fices.” , . 

But he said the constitution 


would be changed to prevent 
anyone in future again becoming 
president-for-Iife. 

Announcing Mr. Bourguiba’s 
removal on Tunis radio, Mr. Ibn 
Ali said: 

"National duty compels us to- 
day, given his senility and linger- 
ing illness, to announce, on the 
basis of a medical report, that he 
has become totally incapable of 
undertaking the duties of the 
presidency... 

“Accordingly, and on the basis 
of... the constitution, we assume 
with God’s help and guidance, 
the presidency and the supreme 
command of our armed forces.” 

The constitution allowed him 
to oust Mr. Bourguiba in the 
event of his death, resignation or 
incapacity. 

Mr. Ibn Ali’s action resolved a 
primary concern in the country of 
seven million people — the veter- 
an leader’s visible frailty and un- 
certainty about the succession. 

Mr. Bourguiba had sacked two 
prime ministers in the past 15 
months. He also divorced- his 
wife, Wassila, a powerful political. 




Zein Al Abideen Dm Ali 

figure in her own right, and made 
frequent changes in his govern- 
ment and the leadership of the 
ruling Destourian Socialist Party 
which he founded. 

Mr. Ibn Ali dropped from his 
new government two ministers 
who had been tipped in the past 
as possible presidential succes- 
sors, Mohammad Sayah and 
Mansour Skhiri. 

Another dose Bourguiba aide, 
Amor Chadli, who was in charge 
of the presidential office, was also 
dropped. Mr. Chadli is Mr. Bour- 
guiba’s personal doctor but did 
not sign the medical report de- 
claring him unfit. 

Mr. Ibn All appointed one of 
his closest confidants, Hedi Bac- 
couche, as prime minister. 

The new president is a special- 
ist in internal security, a member 


Habib Bourguiba 

of Tunisia's French-trained milit- 
ary elite, and one of the few 
Tunisian generals to reach high 
civilian office. 

He was a leading figure in the 
government’s recent crackdown 
on Islamic fundamentalists ac- 
cused of plotting Mr. Bourguiba’s 
overthrow with backing from 
Iran. 

Seven fundamentalists were 
sentenced to death in September 
and of these two have been ex- 
ecuted. 

Tunisia is the smallest of the 
Maghreb states, between Algeria 
to the west and Libya to the east 
It was a French protectorate from 
1881 to 1956 and is now the seat 
of the Arab League and the 
headquarters of the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation (PLO). 


Masri: Summit seeks consensus 
on Gulf and Arab-lsraeli conflict 

Strong and unanimous stands essential to 
counter threats and challenges facing Arabs 


By Salameh B. Ne’matt 
Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Foreign Minister 
Taher Al Masri said Saturday the 
Amman Arab summit would be 
seeking consensus on the Iran- 
Iraq war and the Arab-lsraeli 
conflict and that the summit’s 
agenda would be left open for any 
proposals that may be raised by 
Arab leaders during the confer- 
ence. 

The foreign minister, speaking 
at a press conference, underlined 
the central theme of Arab nation- 
al security at the summit by 
saying that there was “a clear 
link” between aggression from 
the West and from the East 
against the Arab Nation. 

“From the west, it is Israeli 
expansionism, and from the east 
there are the Iranian threats..." 
he said. “The main issue at the 
conference will be bow to con- 
front these threats and chal- 
lenges." 

Replying to a question on 
whether the summit conference 
would sacrifice a strong resolu- 
tion on the Gulf war in favour of 
unanimity, Mr. Masri said: "We 



.Foreign Minister Taher Al Masri, official spokesman for the 
extraordinary Arab summit opening today, holds a press conference 
on Saturday (photo by Yousef AJ ‘Allan) 

of the conference, will deliver an 
important and comprehensive 
speech on these subjects followed 
by a speech by Arab League 
Secretary General Chadli Klibi at 
the first working session of the 
summit. 

The formal opening of the con- 
ference will be held at the Royal 
Cultural Centre (RCC), where 
the King will deliver a welcoming 


are seeking a combination: a 
strong resolution and a unani- 
mous support for the resolution." 

He said that achieving such a 
combination would be “excel- 
lent" and "a great success.” 

“The Arab leaders will discuss 
this in a veiy serious and deep 
manner," Mr. Masri told the 
press conference, which was held 
as a curtain-raiser to the summit 
opening today. He said that His 
Majesty King Hussein, chairman 


(Continued on page 8) 
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.IL "..jes;;. Ivins Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
r: -vi'- confer with Iraqi President Saddam Hussein. 


Lebanese President Amin Gemayel Saturday calls on UAE President 
Zayed Ibn Sultan A1 Nahayan. 


iielkh Zayed proposes three 




eaders to visit Tehran 


r i.-3h I'nited Arab Emirates (AP) — The 
cf ihe United Arab Emirates Saturday 
: — ::-aS the Arab summit empower a panel of 

"iL^irar* Arab leaders to visit Iran to urge it 

it liS war with Iraq. 


‘ i.:b sumir.il should 
-v - :! - .ri:c neutral leaders to 
;• TJ'Miii: :inu tell the Iranians 
iiorised to guarantee ail 
m::;! righisi js decided 
. ■» . rof' .JccerijMe to both 
:v- ;i’s;i Zayed Ibn Sultan 
an v. as quoted as 


i he Ir.tni.ms accept our 
. vo: 'Tri!!' usk them to 
.me! withdraw their 
Internationa! borders). 
■j’i'.C'' also to Iraq.’ 
iTerview with Sheikh 
v -i> -'I’.bilsheu in the 


Kuwaiti newspaper A1 Rai AI 
Aam and UAE newspapers. 

Sheikh Zayed is chairman of 
the six-nation alliance of the 
Arab countries of the Gulf Coop- 
eration Council (GCC). He ex- 
pressed readiness to go to Tehran 
as a member of the proposed 
mediating committee. 

“Since” Iran claims to have 
rights and Iraq also does, the 
three neutral leaders should go to 
Tehran and guarantee their 
(legally proved) rights on behalf 
of "the" Arab states and do the 
same thing in Baghdad,” Sheikh 


Morocco welcomes U.N. 
race mission on Sahara 


i Rl — Ming Hassan 
v.ip.d ’loroccans to assist a Un- 
i'.cJ N.dicns committee set up to 
-vf.le .1 conflict in the former 
S- ;njxh Wvstern S ih.tra through 
•i r. i'.'rcr.iiUni. 

" tV.; v-ii’iikl oii calm our nerves 
are i::;ilii.ite the committee’s 
on. he said in a radio and 
Mleo-ifn broadcast marking the 
li:-. .:r.:.. . -.TNtr\ of a mass march 
b; •• ■!‘:ii:eer? ro strengthen 
s Jjim «'n the disputed 


Committee, in- 
.eprexent.uivc of the 
U.N the Organisation of 
\ ,r i«..:n Unit) iOAU?. is due to 
i the rc-gmn on Nov. ZD. 

The Vug -iefii 55o.(lno unarmed 
!• n -.v:. i o! linkers marching 


into the desert territory in 
November 1975 to press his 
claim, since then he has been at 
war with .Algerian-backed PoU- 
sario guerrillas fighting for the. 
territory's independence. 

Nearly 70 countries have recog- 
nised Polisario’s self-styled 
Saharan Arab Democratic Re- 
public (SADR). It was also 
admitted in the OAU in I9S4 and 
Morocco quit the organisation in 
protest, taking the Issue before 
the U.N. 


King Hassan said the fact the 
U.N. was dealing with the dispute 
was "a very important victory 
which will enable the internation- 
al community to differentiate be- 
tween truth *and falsehood.” 


an military leader 


s talks in Moscow 


Libya i.APl — The During the meeting Friday. 
:n-«bie.‘ of the Li- CVI. Abu Bakr Younts Jaber and 

Forces lias held talks the Soviet official reviewed “the 
Defence Minister prospects of bilateral cooperation 
% ir. Moscow, the and current international issues.” 
.< :o:v> JANA re- according to JANA. 
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Zayed said. 

He hinted at the readiness of 
Arab states to pay compensation 
to Iran for war losses “not if the 
Iranians asked for it but if legal 
arbitration ruled for them and 
this ruling was guaranteed by the 
peace mission.” 

“The panel should tell the Ira-' 
nians that if arbitrators rule that 
Iran has any rights due from Iraq, 
the three AraB leaders will take 
the responsibility of obtaining 
them from Iraq and paying them 
to Iran, and if Iraq deserves any 
rights from Iran, the Iranians 
should hand them over to the 
panel,” Sheikh Zayed said. 

Iran has asked for reparations 
and has insisted that Iraq be 
formally blamed for starting the 
war. 

Sheikh Zayed called for pur- 


Libya accuses U.S. of 
seeking conflict in Chad 


BEIRUT (R) — Libya said a 
U.S. decision to send Stinger 
anti-aircraft missiles to govern- 
ment forces in Chad was aimed at 
provoking Tripoli and starting a 
fresh conflict in central Africa. 

The official Libyan news agen- 
cy JANA said in a dispatch over- 
night Friday that sending the mis- 
siles humiliated an Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) recon- 
ciliation committee and hindered 
its efforts. 

"The American decision also 
aims at escalating tension in the 
area and at opening new centres 
of conflict through which the 
American administration seeks to 
achieve its aggressive intentions 
towards Libya.” JANA said. 


over the disputed Aouzou Strip. 
"We draw the attention of the 


America is presently seeking 
to occupy Chad in order to pro- 
voke Libya." said JANA, moni- 
tored in Beirut. 

The United States said on Fri- 
day it had derided to send Stin- 
gers to Chad, where the govern- 
ment has complained of threats 
from Libyan warplanes, and a 
U.S. training team was in place. 

U.S. officials, who declined to 
be identified, said 24 of the shoul- 
der-fired missiles worth about $2 


OAU toward the dimensions and 
consequences of the American 
interference in Chad, and we 
demand an end to this interfer- 
ence in our African continent." 
said JANA. 

"The problems of this conti- 
nent will not be solved except 
through the OAIJ and free from 
foreign interference.” it said. 

U.S. officials dismissed news 
reports that France, the former 
colonial power in Chad which has 
played the main role in aiding 
Chad in its Jong war with Libya', 
was upset by the American deri- 
sion. 

"You can bet this was cleared 
with Paris before we talked to the 
Chadians about Stingers.” 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


TODAY’S EVENTS 


EXHIBITIONS 


Martyrs* Memorial i Military 
Maseaml: Collection of mifitarv 
memorabilia dannc from ihc Arab 
Revolt of 1916. Sports City. Amman. 


Opening hours 0.00 a.m.'-l.OO p.m. 
Closed Saiurdavs. Tel. 664240. 


* An exhibition for Kama I and Nidal 
Tdhhal at Housing Bank Compk* (un- 
til Nov. 211. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


Photographs exhibition by Moham- 
mad Roumi at ihe French Cultural 
Lenlre (until Nov. i2i. 


t . siy Miiur 

An exhibition of paintings, draw- the Amir 
incs and colb/xs by Dodi Karim Phfladelp, 
Tabbaa at rhe Pclra Bank Gallerv. every Wc 
Wadi Sjqru (until Nov. I5| 


* An cxhibilion entitled “Leamine 
wuh Lompuicrs” at (he Brinsh Council 
(until Nov. 6) 


The Amman Lions Club. Meetings 
every flrsi and third Wednesday at the 
Rcgcncv Palace hold. 7:30 p.'m. 
Lions Philadelphia CTub. Mcciinzs ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hold. 7:30 p.m 
Philadelphia Rotary Club. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn. 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Club. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel. 2.tii.i 


SERVICE 


Royal Automobile Club. JaKtl Am- 
man. Eiehlh Cirdc. Td. S16534. 
817534. ' 


i- The Anglican Church will be holding 
a remembrance day service at the 
Church of the Redeemer. Jabal Am- 
man. on Sunday. 8th Novcmhcrai 6.30 
p m. 


CHURCHES 


CULTURAL CENTRES 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Td 

American Centre 

American Centre Library .... 

British Council 

French Cultural Centre 

Goethe Institute 

Soviet Cultural Centre 

Spanish Cullurul Centre 

Turkish Cultural Centre 

Hava Arts Centre 

Hussein Youth Cuv 

Y.W.C.A *. 

Y.W.M.A 

Amman Municipal Library .. 
Univ. of Jordan Library 


tiMOZtvT 
.. 644371 ■ 
(415211 
636147,3 

.. 637006 
.. 641093 
.. M42W 
.. 624040 
..639777 
.. NtflOS 

667181/6 
.. 641763 
.. 66J25I 
.. 6371 1 1 
843555 


MUSEUMS 


"Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum.” Fun and knowledge for aD 
aces, plus a small planetarium at [he 
ffaya Arts Cenire. Open all week WJO 


a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 


Folklore Museum: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Mndaba and Jcrash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours. 6.00 a.m,-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Td. 651760. 


SL Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Td. 624590. 

Church of the Annunciation (Roman 
Catholic) Jahai Luwcibdch. Tel. 
637440. 

De la Salle Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Td 661757. 
Terrasanm Church (Roman Catholic). 
Jabal Luwcibdch. mass in fialran lan- 
guage. mcei everv Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Td. 622366 ' 

Church of the Annunciation ( Greek 
Orthodox) Ahdalt. Td. 623541. 
Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 625383. 
chaplain's residence icJ. hOJ.Vio. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafich. 

Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
fich. Tel. 7752b 1 . 

St. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrjfidi. Tel. 77f"5I. 

Amman International Church limcr- 
dcnominaiionjl): meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmchani. Tel. 
677534. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman. Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N 
Sroir 8JJ2V5) 

Rainbow Congregation (meets at the 
Good Shepherd’s Church) 
Intcrdcnommaltonul-ecumcnia) En- 


glish Service; Saturday 6:31) p.m. id. 
822605. Rev. Vdi. 


822605. Rev. Vdi. 

The Church of Jens Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints (Mormon) Td. K15-8I7. 

821-264. 
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Chirac 


Lebanon continues general strike as 


declines Gemayel arrives for Arab summit 
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suing a "reconriliatory method” 
in dealing with Iran and ruled out 
resort to force to end the Gulf 
war if Iran rejected the initiative. 

“'We should look for another 
solution.” he said when asked 
what to do if Iran rejected the 
U.N. and Arab League peace 
efforts. The U.N. effort is based 
on Security Council Resolution 
598 which was passed July 20 
demanding a ceasefire and a com- 

g rebensive solution to the con- 
ict. 

“We have to spare the rem- 
nants of the manpower and re- 
sources of the two Muslim coun- 
tries in order to be able to con- 
front our common enemy 
(Israel)," he said. 

The UAE president blamed 
Iran and Iraq for the presence of 
foreign fleets in the Gulf. 


to challenge 
Mitterrand 


over scandal 


million were being sent. 

State Department spokesman 
Charles Redman said (be missiles 
would help contain what he de- 
scribed as a threat to Chad from 
Libyan warplanes, which Chad 
has said were repeatedly over- 
flying its territory. 

Chad and Libya agreed to an 
OAU-sponsored truce on Sept. 
11, after four weeks of fighting 


PARIS (R) — French Prime 
Minister Jacques Chirac refused 
on Saturday to join a conserva- 
tive challenge to Socialist Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand over his 
alleged role in an arms-to-Iran 
scandal and said the mud slinging 
should stop. 

A report released last week 
said Mr. Mitterrand had been 
told of illegal shipments of muni- 
tions to Iran by a French com- 
pany in May 1984 and that the 
exports continued until 1986. 

"If there were deliveries of 
arms to Iran contrary to French 
policy, it is a national security 
matter. An inquiry is under 
way,” Mr. Chirac said in a televi- 
sion interview. 

“So let's not make it a subject 
for polemics, especially election 
polemics. Let's allow justice to 
run its course." 

Several prominent conserva- 
tives, likening the scandal to 
Washington’s Irangate affair, 
when arms were sold to Tehran in 
a bid to free American hostages 
in Lebanon and profits were 
channelled illegally to Nicara- 
guan contra rebels, have uiged 
Mr. Mitterrand to say “what he 
knew and when he knew it.” 


Bur the president, who is ex- 
pected to face a challenge from 


peered to race a cnauenge rrom 
Mr. Chirac in presidential elec- 
tions next April, has remained 
silent. 

The report said senior Socialist 
Party officials were suspected of 
involvement in the cover-up. 

The Socialist Party have denied 
approving or benefiting from the 
sales. 

Mr. Chirac’s spokesman on 
Friday said the scandal was 
damaging France’s image abroad 
and helping its adversaries in the 
Middle East, an “explosive" re- 
gion where French interests are at 
stake. 

France, which supports Iraq in 
the seven-year-old Gulf war with 
Iran and has a long-established 
embargo on aims sales to Iran, 
severed relations with Tehran last. 
July in the midst of a double-siege 
of each other's embassies. 


BECRUT (Agencies) — Lebanon 
remained paralysed for a third 
straight day Saturday by an open- 
ended strike to protest the worst 
economic crisis in the republic’s 
history. 

The strike continued as Presi- 
dent Amin Gemayel arrived in 
Am an to attend the Arab summit 
meeting which is expected to dis- 
cuss among other issues the Leba- 
non, where civil war has raged for 
12 years. 

A presidential statement said 
Mr. Gemayel left by helicopter 
for Lamaca, Cyprus, where he 
boarded a plane for the 90-mi- 
nute flight to Amman to partici- 
pate in the emergency summit. 

Mr. Gemayel. 45, a Maronite 
Catholic, is the only Christian 
head of state in the Arab World. 

The nationwide anti-inflation 
shutdown began Wednesday, and 
labour unions prepared to esca- 
late the protest which calls for 
effective measures to halt a rapid 
decline in the value of the 
Lebanese pound. 

The pound’s slide against fore- 
ign currencies has sent prices 
skyhigh in a nation that imports 
at least 85 per cent of its needs. 

Beirut's 13 daily papers pub- 
lished Saturday after a two-day 
strike in solidarity with the 
300,000-strong General Confed- 
eration of Labour Unions 
(GCLU) that sponsored the 
general protest. 

The papers fronted a call by 
GCLU Chairman Antoine 
Bishara for demonstrations 
across the country Monday to 
“express our anger because no- 
thing has been done to deal with 


the economic crisis. 

Mr. Bishara made the state- 
ment Friday following a four- 
hour meeting in Beirut of the 
GCLU’s Executive Committee to 
discuss the strike as cracks began 
to appear in the shutdown. 

Some grocers, butchers, small 
factories and other businesses re- 
sumed work in Beirut and other 
major cities Friday despite the 
GCLU’s total shutdown decision. 

"The participants stressed the 
need to escalate the strike," Mr. 
Bishara told reporters. 

Beirut International Airport 
and the city’s seaport remained 
closed for the third straight day 
along with schools, banks, gov- 
ernment offices, restaurants and 
amusement centres. 

GCLU statements said phar-i 
macies, hospitals and bakeries 
are exempt. 

The Lebanese pound, once the 
soundest currency in the Middle 
East, has sunk to a record low of 
700 to the U.S. dollar in the 
Beirut money market. It rated 2.5 
to the dollar before outbreak of 
the civil war in 1975. 

Moderate political leaders 
attribute the currency’s nosedive 
to the government’s inability to 
collect taxes and fees for public 
services in the militia-ruled coun- 


try which strips the state treasury 
of its basic revenue. 


of its basic revenue. 

The general strike started sap- 
ping the resources of hardened 
survivors from 12 years of civil 
war. 

As food caches dwindled and 
cars started running out of petrol. 


the first public signs of official 
interest in the strikers’ demands 


surfaced since the protest began 
on Thursday. 

“The strike is a success all over 
Lebanon," Mr. Bishara told Reu. 
ters. "It is the strike of a nation 
suffering a slow death. All we 
want are measures to strengthen 
the pound." 

Mr. Bishara said Prime Minis- 
ter Selim Hoss had invited a GCLU 
delegation to discuss the strike 
with" him. 

Parliamentary Speaker Hus- 
sein Husseini earlier discussed 
the situation with beads of par- 
liamentary committees. Central 
Bank Governor Edmond Naim 
and the general director of the 
Finance Ministry. 

Mr. Naim called for an 
emergency committee to work on 
a solution to the crisis, state-run 
Beirut Radio said. 

While the politicians talked, 
cracks began to show as black 
marketeers reported brisk busi- 
ness at higher prices than usual 
because most businesses, in addi- 
tion to Beirut airport, were stfll 
closed. 

“The food we bought before 
tbe strike has finished so we are 
buying to feed our children," said 
Beirut housewife Fatmeh A wad. 
“But prices are like the stock 
market, they charge anything.” 

In the southern port city of 
Sidon, unionists took to the 
streets, stopping taxi drivers and 
asking them not to work. They 
also called on people to join 
demonstrations planned for 
Monday. 

“We've just finished the bread 
we had stored up," said Kaly 
Barbar, a clothes factory worker. 
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Soviets boost Turkish border vigilance 


KARS, Turkey (R) — The Soviet 
Union has boosted measures 
along its rugged 619 kilometres 
border with eastern Turkey to 
prevent defections by troops and 
civilians, Turkish military sources 
said on Saturday. 

They said the’ Soviets recently 
started installing anti-personnel 
radar in more accessible areas of 
the frontier, to supplement look- 
out posts and mines triggered by 
tripwires. 

The sources said two or three 
Soviet soldiers managed to defect 
each year as well as several civi- 


lians, most of whom wanted to go 
to the United States, Turkey’s 
NATO ally. 

“We don’t give defectors 
back.” one source said, adding 
that military personnel were 
handed over to Turkey's para- 
military gendarmerie and civi- 
lians to the police. 

But few try to defect in winter, 
with temperatures already minus 
15 degrees centigrade in Kars, 45 
kilometres from the border and 
880 kilometres east of Ankara. 

A 160 kilometre centra] fron- 
tier area, manned on the Turkish 
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side by the 14th Mechanised In- 
fantry Brigade, is also virtnaDy 
impassable because of the terrain 
— a deep gorge through which 
the Arpacay River flows. 

The 14tb Brigade, based in 
Kars, is part of Turkey’s Third 
Army, regarded as tbe cream of 
the country’s four regional forces. 

From a forward infantry post 
overlooking the gorge, no life was 
visible on the snow-swept Soviet 
side less than three kilometres 
away. Vehicle tracks were dearly 
visible to where the ground slip- 
ped away sharply to the gorge. 
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Horn# news 



The summit conference hall in the Royal Cultural Centre, ready for the opening of Ihe historic meeting 


Odeh urges delinquent 
taxpayers to take 
advantage of new plan 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Minister of 
Finance Hanna Odeb on Satur- 
day urged landowners with over- 
due taxes and other fees to take 
advantage of the government's 
decision to allow them to pay 
their dues in monthly instal- 
ments. 

The minister was commenting 
on Thursday's Cabinet decision 
which stated’ that taxes and other 
fees on buildings and real estate 
can be paid in monthly instal- 
ments within fixed periods of 
time. 

Dr. Odeh said that sums not 
exceeding JD 1,0X1 can be paid 
over 12 months; sums up to JD 
2,000, in IS months; between JD 

2.000 and JD 5,000, over a period 
of 24 months: sums above JD 

5.000 but not exceeding JD 

10.000 can be paid over 30 
► months; and sums exceeding JD 
10,000 can be paid over 36 
months. 

The minister said that con- 
cerned citizens should report to 
finance departments in their re- 
gions and govemorates from now 
until the end of November to 
make arrangements for payment. 


If after making arrangements a 
citizen fails to honour his or her 
commitment, then fines will be 
imposed and the whole deal will 
be cancelled. 

Dr. Odeh said that the govern- 
ment has also made arrangements 
for students who were on govern- 
ment scholarships but who failed 
to honour their commitments to 
work duty. Such students are 
required under their agreement 
with the government to pay for 
the cost of their scholarships, 
according to the minister, who 
added that these students can 
now pay their dues in monthly 
instalments without any addition- 
al fines, provided that the pay- 
ments are made in frill by the end 
of January 1988. 

If students fail to pay their dues 
according to arrangements they 
reach with finance departments, 
they will have to pay fines in 
addition to the original sum, in 
accordance with the law. 

Dr. Odeh said that the govern- 
ment agreed to the instalment 
programme to make it easier for 
people to pay their dues. 


Arab press notes widespread 
optimism about summit outcome 
stresses issue of Arab security 


Princess Basma attends 
graduation in Russeifa 


ZARQA (Petra) — Her Royal 
Highness Princess Basma on 
Saturday attended the graduation 
ceremony for a batch of young 
women who completed a voca- 
tional training course in Russeifa. 

Princess Basma said during the 
ceremony that the graduates 
trained in various professions can 
contribute to the local market 
with their skills and production. 


The chairwoman of the Rus- 
seifa women’s society, announced 
that the society’s vocational cen- 
tre would be named after Princess 
Basma, in recognition of her con- 
tinued support of its programmes 
and activities. 

At the end of the ceremony. 
Princess Basma presented diplo- 
mas to the 80 graduates. 


AMMAN (Petra) Arab news- 
papers on Saturday i {tave promin- 
ence to the extract- dinary Arab 
summit opening here Sunday, 
noting in their editorials that 
there was optimisra everywhere 
about a fruitful outcome to the 
meeting. 

Saudi Arabia's AJ Jazira daily 
said that the great interest in the 
summit meeting wa ;> due to the 
fact that it comes a lieng time after 
the last summit, arid because the 
theme of this mee ting is Arab 
security, which is a j'/ital issue for 
all Arab states. The paper said 
that the subject of i 1 .Arab security 
covers such questi bns as Israel’s 
continued occupati on of Palestine 
and other Arab teijritory, as well 
as the situation in this Gulf, where 
Iran continues to pose a serious 
threat to the Araib Order. 

The paper urglcd the Arab 
leaders to adopt vital decisions 
that can enhance tlji’s Arab stance 
and put an end to all Arab differ- 
ences, because thirisats posed to 
Iraq and Kuwait are, in effect, 
directed against all Arab coun- 
tries. ; 

The Saudi newspaper, AI 
Bayan, said in ics article that 
dangers in the Gfcnif are posed 
against the whole Arab nation. It 
also underlined the\i mportance of 
addressing the subject of Arab 
security at the summit. 

Qatari newspapers published 
Saturday also gave ’ prominence to 
the meeting in Amman. They 
said that the Arab masses have 
hope that the chricmic problems 
plaguing the Arab ^'orld will final-, 
ly be resolved, anc| that the Arab 
leaders will come { up with a for- 
mula for confrontjing their com- 
mon enemies. ; 

AJ Raya newspaper said that 
the* meeting in Amman, which 


follows a break of several years, 
is of paramount importance, and 
it is hoped that the Arab leaders 
will achieve solidarity. One can- 
not expect the Amman summit to 
produce 100 per cent agreement 
on all issues, the papier said, but 
the leaders ought to reach, at 
least, the minimum level of 
agreement on issues of common 
destiny. 

Al Arab newspaper said that 
all eyes are now turned to Am- 
man, as the situation in the Arab 
World continues to deteriorate. It 
added that all citizens look to 
their leaders for meaningful ac- 
tion aimed at ending differences 
among Arab countries. The 
newspaper expressed hope that 
the meeting will usher in a new 
era of close cooperation and 
coordination of efforts among 
Arab countries. 

Al Sharq newspaper of Qatar 
said in an editorial that the meet- 
ing in Amman offers a great 
opportunity for the Arab leaders 
to address chronic issues. It 
warned that certain foreign pow- 
ers are striving to maintain the 
Iran-Iraq war because it consti- 
tutes a lucrative market for their 
weapons. The Gulf conflict has 
caused other important issues, 
like the Arab-Israeli conflict, to 
sink on the Arab World's list of 
priorities and has, thereby, 
weakened the Arab stand vis-a- 
vis this conflict, the paper noted. 

In Kuwait, AI Qabas newspap- 


er said that the Arab i eaders now 
confront historic responsibilities, 
.'their' derisions are bound to 
shape the next stage in Arab 
history, not only with regard to 
the dangers that surround the 
Arab World, but also with re- 
spect to the Arab World's rela- 
tionship with the international 
community. Should the summit in 
Amman fail to produce derisive 
resolutions on joint action, the 
Arab nation will continue to be 
exposed to the danger of foreign 
powers threatening the interests 
and the rights of the Arab people, 
the paper noted. 

Kuwait’s Al Ra'i Al Aam 
newspaper said that the Amman 
summit should allow the Arab 
leaders an opportune occasion to 
come up with fruitful results that 
can end the seven-year-old war in 
the Gulf, allow Egypt to rejoin 
the Arab fold, end the crisis in 
Lebanon and remove all obsta- 
cles that continue to impede a 
final settlement to the Palestine 
problem. 

The newspaper urged the Arab 
leaders to expose Israeli-Iranian 
relations, particularly Iran’s plans 
to migrate Iranian Jews to Israel 
in return for Israeli weapons. It 
said that Iran is fighting Iraq for 
the sake of involving Iraq and the 
countries of the Gulf region in a 
war that would force them to give 
up their concern with Israel, and 
so distract them from their 
national duty. 


Special stamp issued to mark summit 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Communications has issued 
a «ommeniorative stamp on the occasion of the extraordinary Arab 
summit meeting in Amman. The stamp, of the 60, 80, 160 and 240 
fils denominations, will be put into circulation as of today. The 
stamps will bear the logo of the summit conference, in addition to 
the picture of His Majesty King Hussein. 


(Continued from page 1) 
growing fear of a possible up- 
surge of Tehran-sponsored Ira- 
nian-style Islamic fundamentalist 
movement which could sweep the 
area threatening the stability and 
security of most, if not all, Arab 
states. Proponents of this position 
have been pushing for a total 
break in relations with Iran for its 
refusal to respond positively to 
peace efforts to the Gulf war, 
which offers the right platform 
for Iran to drum up religious 
fervour and support for its own 
brand of Islam. 

— The second position, which 
is endorsed mainly by Syria, 
maintains that Israel remains the 
major threat to the Arabs while 
Iran is "an anti-imperialist and 
revolutionary state, which, unlike 
Israel, is notan alien entity in the 
region.” This view is further 
underscored by the continuing 
rivalry between Syria and Iraq 
and the marriage of convenience 
between Damascus and Tehran in 
the context of Lebanon. 

— The third position is one 
endorsed by some of the Gulf 
states themselves — such as the 
Sultanate of Oman and the Un- 
ited Arab Emirates — which have 
maintained traditionally good re- 
lations with Iran and are known 
to favour dialogue as a means to 
settle the .Gulf conflict. 

— The fourth position, which 
has emerged recently among 
Arab officials, political activists 
and intellectuals, stems mainly 
from concern to end the Iran-Iraq 
war since it saps Arab resources 
sn the Arab confrontation with 
Israel. 

But, despite these seemingly 
deep differences, many Arab offi- 
tials and analysts believe that 
there is a common ground which 
could offer a unified stand during 
the Amman summit. This com- 
mon ground could constitute a 
“compromise" between Iraq's 
demand for a total break in Arab 
relations with Iran and a conde- 


Summit opens today amid cautious optimism 


m nation of Tehran on the one 
hand and Syria’s support for Iran. 
Ibis formula, according to some 
high-level Arab officials, could 
include; 

— A declaration of support for 
Iraq’s defensive position and 
Baghdad's consistently positive 
responses to efforts to end the 
conflict peacefully; 

— A rejection and condemna- 
tion of occupation of Arab terri- 
tories, expansioi. of acts of war 
and threats of freedom of naviga- 
tion; and 

— Support for U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 598 and for 
an arms embargo on the party 
which refuses to abide by it. 

Any Arab resolution which 
falls short these points will fall 
short of Iraq’s expectations from 
the summit, but most analysts 
believe that this could be the 
maximum that could be achieved 
from the conference. 

Many Arab officials, however, 
-also believe th3t a resolution 
stemming from the Amman sum- 
mit along these lines could en- 
courage the U.N. Security Coun- 
cil to enforce implementation of 
Resolution 598. 

Another factor that could 
complicate the expected discus- 
sions and provoke a serious de- 
bate in the conference is the often 
conflicting stands of various Arab 
states over the foreign military pre- 
sence in the Gulf region. 

Svria is expected to demand a 
clear definition of the Arab posi- 
tion on the foreign military pre- 
sence in the Gulf but, according 
to well-informed sources, suppor- 
ters of Iraq will counter this by 
savins that it was Iranian attacks 
on neutral shipping that 
threatened freedom of navigation 
and invited the presence of fore- 
ign naval fleets, including the 
O.S.. to protect shipping in the 
Gulf. 


The underlying current in the 
issue — that the U.'S. presence in 
the region could hurald American 
“hegemony” — ihas provoked 
fears in many Arab states and 
therefore could spark off another 
heated debate at t fJie summit. 

Thus, according to some Arab 
diplomats, any resolution on the 
Gulf war would also include a 
rejection of all forms of foreign 
intervention in principle and en- 
shrine a linkage between peace in 
the Gulf and wii hdrawal of all 
foreign forces from the strategic 
waterway as oppos ed to the Ira- 
nian demand that peace will come 
only after foreign Forces quit the 
region. 

Another extremely controver- 
sial and sensitive is sue facing the 
summit is Egypt’s return to the’" 
Arab League. 

Some of the Gulf states. Iraq 
and Jordan which are strongly 
rallying for the rjmirn of EgypT 
seem to believe that the condi- 
tions are ripe for pushing their 
cause further, imperially that 


except Syria, 
Yemen, have 


most Arab states 
Libya and South 
developed close \ relations and 
cooperation with^ Cairo despite 
the absence of diplomatic ties. 

The fact that tHc: conference is 
being hosted by Jordan is ex- 
pected to strengthen the pro- 
Egyptian campaign , particularly 
that Amman was. tne first to 
restore diplomatic ties with Cairo 
three years ago aod is currently 
maintaining gooi'J relations with 
Syria. { 

Yet it is very/ unlikely, and 
according to analysts still far- 
fetched, that the summit could 
readmit Egypt 1 to the Arab 
League. 

The 1978 Baghdlad summit sus- 
pended Egypt’s membership in 
the Arab League,, and the resolu- 
tion can only b<& revoked by a 
unanimous Araib summit deri- 


sion. 

Thus, supporters of the return 
of Egypt would try to make a first 
crucial step by pushing for a 
derision that will allow for indi- 
vidual Arab states to restore di- 
plomatic ties with Cairo, accord- 
ing to analysts. 

Unlike the issue of readmission 
of Egypt to the Arab League, the 
question of restoring ties with 
Egypt does not require a summit 
derision since it was in response 
to a foreign ministerial “recom- 
mendation” that all Arab coun- 
tries, except for Oman, Sudan 
and Somalia, severed ties with 
Cairo following the signing of the 
Camp David peace treaty. 

But even though the “recom- 
mendation” was not obligatory, 
analysts say, most Arab countries 
feel that they need tacit Arab 
backing to formalise their rela- 
tions with Cairo. 

Although Syria is still strongly 
opposed to reestablishing ties 
with Egypt there seems to be a 
growing consensus among other 
Arab states that the return of 
Egypt has become extremely 
essential for enhancing the Arab 
World potentials in faring the 
challenges.” 

The main argument is that the 
political weight of Egypt is 
needed to redress the dangerous im- 
balance in the Arab-Israeli con- 
flict and the Iran-Iraq war. On 
the other hand, the counter argu- 
ment holds that “...Egypt cannot 
effectively play such a role unless 
it abandoned Camp David." 

Arab diplomats, however, say 
that the chances of success of this 
pro-Egypt campaign heavily hing- 
es “on the ability of the Gulf 
states, which constitute an in- 
fluential block inside the Arab 
League, to maintain a firm and 
unified position on the issue dur- 
ing the conference.” 

Other analysts warned that the 


issue could lead to further frag- 
mentation of the Arab World and 
could prove to be very explosive 
during the conference. 

Both Syria and the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO). 
though from different positions, 
are expected to seek to push the 
Palestinian question higher up on 
the agenda. But, according to 
well-informed sources, many 
Arab countries would seek to 
narrow down the agenda so as to 
keep the focus on efforts to end 
the Gulf war. “Since the war’s 
continuation would deflect the 
attention from the Arab-Israeli 
conflict and consequently under- 
mine efforts to convene an inter- 
national peace conference.” 

Thus, according to the sources, 
even though “the Palestinian 
question is not expected to be 
discussed in ail its dimensions 
many parties are concerned that 
the summit should endorse the 
idea of the international confer- 
ence.” 

Although the extraordinary 
Arab summit in Casablanca in 
1985 called for the convening of 
an international peace confer- 
ence, the resolution was not 
unanimous and lacked the essen- 
tial backing of Syria which 

boycotted that conference. 

According to analysts Jordan in 
particular is seeking such a re- 
solution “to foster regional and 
international efforts to hold an 
international conference." 

The question of convening an 
international peace conference is 
unlikely to provoke serious dif- 
ferences unless details, including 
the basis upon which the confer- 
ence, should be convened and the 
form of Palestinian or even PLO 
participation, was brought up. 
But it seems that most parties 
concerned prefer to avoid these 
details particularly that that there 
has not been any new develop- 
ments which prompt defining 
positions on these issues. 
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Jordanians voice mixed 
views over Amman summit 


By Najwa Najjar and Sana Atiyeh 
Jordan Times Staff Reporters 

AMMAN — Cautious optimism, revived hopes and 
scepticism over the summit is the prevailing mood 
among Jordanians interviewed by the Jordan Times. 


A survey conducted by the 
Jordan Times on the eve of the 
opening of the extraordinary 
Arab summit revealed a mood of 
cautious optimism among many 
Jordanians. Despite scepticism 
oyer the achievements of pre- 
vious Arab summits, the inter- 
viewees expressed clear hopes for 
the outcome of the Amman meet- 
ing. 

“The Arab World has 
reached its worst possible stage 
and cannot get worse; therefore, 
this summit is very timely,” said 
an engineer who, like all others 
interviewed by the Jordan Times, 
refused to be identified. He 
. counts on some results since all 
the leaders are meeting around 
the same table for discussions on 
the region’s crucial issues. “I 
don't expect anything, but it's 
better than nothing,” he added. 

A nutritionist, who sounded 
optimistic about the conference 
said, “what gives me hope is that 
most of the leaders are meeting, 
and I believe that they will reach 
resolutions to the conflicts in the 
Middle East and we will live in 
peace and stability." 

An advertisement salesman 
who lives in Jerash refugee camp 
.hopes that the summit will result 
in the formulation of a unified 
Arab defence strategy for faring 
any threats to the Arab World. 
He also hopes for economic unity 
and for the return of Egypt to the 
Arab fold, “if it first abandons 
the Camp David accord with 
Israel.” His dream, however, is 
that this summit leads to the 
eradication of borders between 
Arab countries. 

“I hope that we will become 
like the EEC (European Econo- 
mic Community) countries, 
which is the ideal situation. I 
would like to go to any Arab 
counuy without having to wait 
months before getting an entry 
visa.’.’ he said. The salesman ex- 
pects that the summit will result 
in unanimous agreement on the 
principle of an international 
peace conference on the Middle 
East under United Nations au- 


spices. He also foresees that the 
leaders will take a strong stance 
against Iran in the Gulf war. 

A computer programmer said 
that he hoped that Syrian Presi- 
dent Hafez Al Assad and Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein would 
be reconciled “so that President 
Assad will mediate with the Ira- 
nians and put an end to this war.” 

Offering a different perspec- 
tive, a secretary said that as long 
as the non-Arab powers involved 
in the region’s conflicts — Iran, 
Israel, the Soviet Union and the 
United States — are not partici- 
pating in the' meeting, “then the 
summit is merely a summit of 
words. Words alone won't solve 
anything. ” she said. 

A division of priorities 
appeared among those inter- 
viewed. One side believed that 
Israel was the main enemy, while 
the other cited Iran as the major 
threat in the region. “This sum- 
mit should concentrate on the 
Palestinian cause which is our 
primary concern. Israel has been 
our enemy for forty years. The 
Gulf war comes second; so we 
should get our priorities right,” a 
farmer from Al Wehdat said. 

A researcher said- “I hope that 
concentration on the Gulf war 
will not take the focus away from 
discussions on the international 
conference for solving the Palesti- 
nian problem under United Na- 
tions auspices.” 

On the other hand, a lawyer 
interviewed believes that the fear 
of the Gulf war is what has forced 
the Arab countries to come 
together for this summit. “Israel 
is not as strong as Iran at the time 
being; therefore, our main aim 
should be to stop this war,” she 
said, stressing the need for the 
Arab leaders to unify their 
stands. 

Vehemently voicing his opin- 
ion on the summit, a messenger 
at a government department said, 
“the most important thing is to 
stop this war and all the blood- 
shed in Iraq.” 

A housewife feels that the Iran- 


Iraq war has gained precedence 
as it has affecting the Arab coun- 
tries' economies, ultimately 
damaging the Arab sorio-politica 
structure. “Qur economy is de- 
vastated, and this has been re- 
flected in our society and poli- 
tics.” 

A shopkeeper said, “I hope 
that something will come out ol 
rhis summit to solve some of oui 
economic problems emanating 
from the Gulf war. Nothing car 
be solved without improving the 
economy; but I don’t expeci 
much.” " 

Many of those interviewee 
voiced disappointment with out- 
comes of previous summits anc 
appeared to be basing their ex- 
pectations for the Amman con- 
ference on the many unim- 
plemented resolutions adoptee 
by Arab heads of state in the 
past. 

A teacher said, “I have yet to 
see an Arab summit take con- 
crete decisions and solve the 
problems which have existed in 
the area for years, and which they 
have been discussing for years. U 
we look at previous summits, 
then we cannot pin our hopes on 
any solid results at this summit. 
But let us hope that this summit 
will be different and effective." 

An administrator pointed out 
that the last summit held in Am- 
man in 1980 addressed economic 
problems. “However, the overall 
situation wasn't as bad as it is 
today. The fact that Arab leaders 
are meeting is good, but we have 
grown accustomed to the idea 
that nothing will come out of 
these conferences,” he said. 

Reflecting this scepticism, a 
university student said, “we have 
no precedent thar Arab leaders 
will agree on a unified Arab 
stand. "What is the use of Arab 
leaders meeting when they can- 
not agree on the minimum and 
have irreconcilable differences?’ 

An accountant feels that the 
first session after the opening of 
the Amman summit will deter- 
mine the success of the meeting. 
“During this session there will be 
honest discussions and opinions 
exchanged, and, here, we will 
know what the leaders’ stands 
are. Depending on their posi- 
tions, we will know whether the 
problems in the area will ever be 
solved," he said. 


Summit press centre offers extensive 
communications facilities to journalists 


By Nermeen Murad 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The press centre at 
Al Hussein Youth City had a full 
dress rehearsal Saturday as jour- 
nalists clamoured to use the com- 
munications facilities provided 
for them following a press confer- 
ence by Foreign Minister 
Taher Al Masri, official summit 
spokesman. The result is summa- 
rised in one statement made by a 
foreign journalist: “Well done, 
•Jordan.” 

The finishing touches on the 
facilities were added after a few, 
minor complaints were heard in 
the heavily-equipped halls of the 
centre. Immediately, these slight 
problems were corrected. 

Until noon Saturday, the press 
centre made available to all jour- 
nalists, free of charge, 20 interna- 
tional phone lines cfivided among 
12 different booths. However, 20 
connections proved insufficient, 
so ten more lines and few more 
booths were installed, bringing 
the number of telephone lines 
available for simultaneous use to 
^25 and the total number to 30. 

According to an official from 
the press centre, 4,000 telephone 
fines were installed in the past 
three weeks to accommodate the 
needs of the summit guests, 
whether heads of state,, officials 
or journalists. 

The press centre has also made 
available, free of charge, telex 
and facsimile services in both 
English and Arabic. There are 15 
telex machines and 10 facsimile 

machines. These services are all 
available on the ground floor of 
the building, specially set up for 
journalists, which also includes 
booths for international news 
agencies. On the same floor are 
special tables for the local news- 
papers, which all have direct tele- 
phone lines, as well as offices for 
the Jordan News Agency, Petra, 
which is providing news items to 
all journalists round the clock. 

About 12 television sets were 
available on both the ground and 
first floors of the press centre. 
Eight of the sets were placed in 
the large hall on the first floor, 
where journalists are waiting all 
day for news of a possible press 
conference by a head of state or 



Minister of Foreign Affairs Taber Al Masri, official spokesman for the 
Amman summit, addresses a Saturday press conference at the Palace 
of Culture. Mr. Masri outlined for local and foreign journalists the 
subjects to be discussed during Ute summit’s sessions (Petra photo) 


for the daily briefings by Mr. 
Masri. 

Professional typing services are 
also available free of charge for 
messages and stories. Typewri- 
ters are also available for the 
journalists themselves. There are 
8 typewriters available all the 
time and 20 more kept in reserve 
for emergency cases. 

According to officials from the 
radio services department, all 
radio facilities will be open for 
using them at all times. Five diffe- 
rent booths have been set up and 
are fully equipped for real and 
cassette transmission, either live; 
or if the subject needs editing, 
with staff equipped to assist in the 
transmission. 

Certain countries have asked 
for their own machines for direct 
transmission to their local radio 
stations. These are: Saudi Ara- 
bia, Syria, Iraq, the United Arab 
Emirates’, Oman and Qatar. Any 
country interested can request 
similar services. 

There is also a master mixer, 
connected with the different cen- 
tres in the summit area, which 
will broadcast news to Radio Jor- 
dan and Jordan Television and to 
all radio stations in the world. 

Television services have 


already established booths with 
on-the-air messages to Arab and 
foreign countries. The countries 
which are currently receiving 
these services are: Jordan, Leba- 
non, North Yemen, Bahrain, 
Algeria, Iraq, the United Arab 
Emirates, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Oman, Kuwait, Morocco, Qatar 
and many foreign television sta- 
tions, bringing the number to 
nearly 30. 

According to television centre 
official, most of the bookings 
were arranged ahead of time, and 
any extra bookings are now avail- 
able only in the case of vacancies. 
Ail broadcasts are transmitted 
through three satellites (Arabsat, 
Indian Ocean Relay and Atlantic 
Ocean Relay) and microwave 
links, in the case of Syria and 
Iraq. 

The main job of this particular 
centre is “technical editing and 
transmission services," said one 
official, while live coverage and 
other programmes are broadcast 
from the Palace of Culture. 

So far, the exact television 
programme for the next few days 
is not known and is open for any 
possible additions, whether news 
coverage or special programme. 
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All eyes on summit 

LEADERS of the Arab World meet in their extraordinary 
.summit today amid great expectations and hopes; expectations 
.that the conferees will tackle head-on the immense problems 
lacing the nation, and hopes that, post- Amman, common Arab 
taction will be flrmiy placed on its rightful course. 

; History the .Arab leaders will make over the next few days, 
whichever way their meeting goes. The issue, however, is 
■whether history will record that, at the Amman summit, the 
Arab leaders managed to clear their landscape of the contradic- 
tions that litter it, or they chose to leave their problems and 
disputes to fester and deepen at the expense of the Arab Nation, 
its people and their higher interests. 

None of our leaders needs to be lectured on the current state 
of affairs in the homeland — the external threats that face ns or 
the internal strife that is tearing us apart. None of them needs 
to be reminded of the great challenges confronting each and 
every Arab. And certainly none needs to hear recipes for how 
the deterioration can be arrested and reversed. There are no 
ready-made recipes for the crises engulfing the Arab World 
today, but the issues are clear, and solutions can be found. Ail 
it takes to put us back on track s the collective will of the Arab 
summiteers to work together, in the spirit of brotherhood and 
the interest of Arabs and Arabism, and their determination to 
end the divisiveness, disintegration and fragmentation of past 
years. 

There is but a simple equation to restore credibility and 
strength to joint Arab action: Respect for the Arab Order and 
belief in pan-Arab national security. These are not vague terms 

— certainly not when today's summit is held under the heading 
of “Safeguarding Arab National Security." 

This term means, among other things, that the Arabs have to 
work together to end the Iran-Iraq War, so that Iraq can 
resume its full role in confronting the Israeli danger to the west. 
It means that Egy pt's isolation and estrangement from the rest 
of the Arab World should end. as it is not hi the nation's higher 
interest to keep Egypt out of joint action and away from the 
heart of the Arab body politic. Protecting the Arab Order and 
national security means standing up and putting a speedy end 
to Israel's occupation of our lands and the Jewish state's 
oppression of the Palestinians in their homeland, it also means 
stopping the bloody strife in Lebanon and bringing about 
reconciliation among all Arab groups and states, both in the 
Mashreq and Maghreb. 

Not all of these issues might be tackled in force and at length 
by the Amman summit. But most of them will be. And that is 
where we look to the Arab leaders to debate and coordinate 
their respective positions in the hope that a common denomina- 
tor will be arrived at and adhered to in the days ahead. 

(t has been said that the fact an Arab summit has been 
agreed to and held at all is an achievement in itself. Maybe so. 
But now that the summit is a reality, and it looks to be the 
best-attended in many years, means that it is incumbent upon 
all Arab leaders to make it a success. 

A successful summit it wHI be if the Arab leaders want it to 
be. All eyes are on them to make a new start m common Arab 
action and to build Arab strength anew. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 

AIRa 7: Summit for solidarity 

ARAB security will be the main subject on the agenda of the 
extraordinary Arab summit opening in Amman Sunday: and therefore, we 
can describe this summit as the summit of “Arab solidarity,” because 
without solidarity there can be no security. There can be’ no security 
for the Arab Nation unless its countries agree on joint action with 
determination and by pledging all efforts and resources with which 
they can handle their different problems. It should be remembered 
that guaranteeing Arab security is not confined to safeguarding the 
safety of Arab countries only but this task should provide protection 
and safety to the Arab people under Israeli arbitrary rule and 
occupation. It should also he noted that any success in achieving 
national security should also mean success for the Arab countries in 
their drive to deter the aggressors, and also should mean taking- 
practical steps to foil the aggressors’ ambitions and evil plans. Once 
the Arab leaders have achieved this point, then all the avenues for 
cooperation and coordination will be wide open to them to regain 
their usurped rights and lands. Through solidarity and joint action 
the heads of Arab countries can put an end to foreign countries’ 
exploitation of the Arab Nation and its tragedies and sufferings. It 
should be emphasised that Arab national security docs not contradict 
with the course of Arab struggle and that security cannot be achieved 
through capitulation, but rather through joint and determined 
struggle in the face oF aggressors. The Arab masses are waiting for 
positive results from this summit, and are behind their leaders in the 
call for joint struggle. 

AI Dustour: In quest for national salvage 

AMMAN will Sunday embrace the Arab heads of state who will meet 
to find means of putting an end to the long sufferings of their nation 
land a long period of divisions and disputes among Arab states. Arab 
masses everywhere will turn their attention and their eyes to Amman 
Sunday to hear and to see positive results that will aueur well for the 
future. The meeting presents a touchstone for the heads of Arab 
states and their real and serious determination to serve their nation. 
These heads of state ought to forego the consequences of past 
divisions and tragedies and weakness and lay a sound foundation for 
the future of the Arab Nation, ridding it of ail elements of weakness. 
For the Arab masses, the summit meeting in Amman represents a 
turning point in the life of the Arab Nation and a first step leading to 
an end of the long chain of dangers and the threats that have been 
confronting the Arab people. The Arab leaders decided to meet here 
in rhe light of the numerous problems and the dangers posed against 
their nation, and we hope that they will achieve their objective. We 
are confident that through solidarity and serious endeavours, the 
Arab leaders will arrive at fruitful results benefiting their nation and 
serving its future generation. 



Habib Bourguiba, architect of mod ern Tunisia 


Habib Bourguiba - 

TUNIS (R) — Habib Bourguiba, 
reported removed from the pres- 
idency on Saturday because of his 
age and health, was the architect 
of modem Tunisia and ruled it for 
more than 30 years after inde- 
pendence from France in 1956. 

Made president for life in 1975 
and still in charge well into his 
80s. he symbolised the new North 
African state, representing stabil- 
ity in perilously shifting economic 
and political sands. 

Mainly through his drive and 
far-reaching specular reforms 
Tunisia became a Western- 
oriented srate. At the same time, 
in the Arab World. Bourguiba's 
philosophy of compromise and 
negotiation gave his country sta- 
tus beyond its physical size. 

Tunisia became the seat of the 
Arab League after its transfer 
from Egypt in 1979 and the head- 
quarters’ of the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation (PLO) in 1982. 

A thickset figure of medium 
height and with piercing blue 
eyes, he was given the ancient 
Berber warrior’s title of “sup- 
reme fighter” by his people in 
recognition of the battles which 
marked his long political career 
before and after the independ- 
ence for which he struggled. 

Many could not envisage Tuni- 
sia without him. He himself once 
said: “It is not easy to replace a 
man like me. I have created a 
nation... around me. around my 
person, and I want this nation to 
consolidate itself around a dur- 
able state.” 

His highly personalised rule 
created a problem of succession. 
Bourguiba decreed in 1975 that 
the country’s prime minister 
should automatically succeed to 
the presidency. 

His second wife, Wassila, 
whom he banished in January 
1986 after a reported row over an 
anti-corruption inquiry, had 
other ideas. 


An influential figure behind 
the- scenes for nearly 25 years, she 
made no secret of her desire to 
make Bourguiba's succession 
more democratic, favouring 
quick presidential elections, with 
a list of candidates in the event of 
his death or incapacitation. 

In August 19S6, when she was 
in her mid-seventies, Bourguiba 
divorced her on the grounds, a 
presidential communique said, 
that she had made statements 
“without the president's know- 
ledge and authorisation which 
violated the constitution." 

There was no official confirma- 
tion, however, that this referred 
to Wassila's views on the succes- 


liamentary seats, evoking opposi- 
tion accusations of vote-ngging 
which some senior officials pri- 
vately said were not unfounded. 
Elections in 1986 were boycotted 
by the opposition. 

Habib Ben Ali Bourguiba was 
bom the youngest of eight chil- 
dren of an army officer in the 
coastal town or Monastir. His 
birth date is officially listed as 
August 3, 1903 though it is 
thought he might have been bom 
a year earlier. The uncertainty is 
due to pooriy-kept birth records. 

He was educated at Tunisia’s 
Sadiki College and Lycee Carnot 
before going to Paris to study law 
and political science. He returned 
home in 1927 to start a career as a 


A moderate Socialist and .lawyer but entered politics by 

founder of the ruling Destourian writing articles for “The Voice of 


Socialist Party, Bourguiba was a 


pragmatist in both domestic and 
foreign policy. But he never hid 
his anti-Communist or pro-Amer- 
ican sympathies. 

He often warned Arab states 
against seeking Soviet help 
against Israel saying, “one can rid 
oneself of the French or the 
English but not of the Russians.” 

In 1965 a storm greeted his 
suggestion that Arab states 
should recognise Israel within 
United Nations-de fined bound- 
aries in exchange for land to 
accommodate Palestinian re- 
fugees. 

After Arab demonstrations 
against Tunisia, Bourguiba se- 
vered relations with Egypt. He 
restored them in 1967 but later 
reduced Tunisia's involvement in 
Middle East politics. 

In 1974 he called off a merger 
with Libya and sacked Foreign 
Minister Mohammed Masmoudi, 
said to have masterminded the 
union long sought by Libya's 
leader Muammar Qadhafi. 

Tunisian-Libyan relations 
plummeted in 1980 when Libyan- 
backed rebels attacked the south- 
ern town of Gafsa, helping push 
Tunisia into a treaty with Algeria 
and Mauritania. In 1985 Tunisia 
broke relations with Libya over 
mass expulsions of migrant 
workers. 

At home, Bourguiba adopted a 
tolerant attitude towards reli- 
gions other than Islam and. to 
some extent, political opponents 

Multi-party elections were held 
in 1981 but the Destourian Party 
and its allies won all 136 par- 


Tunisia,” the organ of the Des- 
tourian Party. 

In 1934 he, with other national- 
ists, caused a split in the party, set 
up his own “New Destourian 
Party” and founded the Tunisian 
action newspaper which has sur- 
vived as the country's leading 
daily, L 'Action. 

Between 1934 and 1952 he was 
arrested and jailed by the colonial 
French authorities three times. 


In 1^43, being freed by the 
Germans who had occupied Fran- 
ce.they ssent him to Rome, where 
he demanded Italy recognise an 
independent Tunisia and urged 
his followers to back advancing 
allied foices in North Africa. 

After the war he saw armed 
struggle as the only way to gain 
independence, was arrested again 
and jailed in France as Tunisian 
fighters punched a liberation war 
in the nipuntains. 

When \ France, granted Tunisia 
autonomy in 1955 Bourguiba re- 
turned foome to a hero's wel- 
come. He. became prime minister 
on independence in March 1956, 
and was r^ie only choice as presi- 
dent whe n the traditional ruler, 
the bey, was deposed in 1957. 

Relations with France 
worsened over Tunisia's support 
for neighbouring Algeria’s inde- 
pendence struggle in the late 
1950s an cl when France bombed 
the Tunisian village of Sakiet Sidi 
Youssef filling 100. 

They improved briefly when 
De Gaulle: came to power in 1958 
and Bouijguiba was received in 
France in \ 1961 but plunged again 
over France’s refusal to talk ab- 
out evacuating a naval base at 
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Bizerta, northern Tunisia. 

Bourguiba ordered a blockade 
of the base which ended after 
three days of fighting with 1,000 
Tunisians and 20 French dead. 
France enventually evacuated 
Bizerta in 1963. 


w 


In 1927 Bourguiba married a 
French war widow who bore him 
a son. Habib Junior, who has 
held many ministerial posts. The 
marriage ended in divorce and 
Bourguiba married Wassila Ben 
Ammar. 


Prime minister becomes president in Tunisia 


By Charles Dick 

Reuter 

TUNIS — Zine Al Abidine Ben 
Ali, who declared himself presi- 
dent of Tunisia on Saturday, is an 
army security specialist and one 
of the few generals to have 
reached high office in Tunisian 
politics. 

Ben Ali, named prime minister 
only on October 2, took over 
from 84-year-old Habib Bour- 
guiba, the president for the past 
30 years, saying Bourguiba's 
advancing age ana senility made 
him unfit to govern. 

The 51-year-old general be- 
came interior minister last year as 
then-Prime Minister Mohamed 
Mzali slid into disgrace. 

A member of Bourguiba’s in- 
ner circle of cabinet ministers 
received daily at the presidential 
palace, he presided over a crack- 
down this year on Islamic fun- 
damentalists accused of plotting 
to overthrow the government 
with Iranian help. 


The crackdown resulted in a 
diplomatic break with Iran and a 
mass trial in which death sent- 
ences were: passed last month on 
two prisoners and five fugitives. 

In initial recognition of his 
work, Bourguiba promoted Ben 
Ali from minister to minister of 
state at tfcie interior ministry in 
May. I 

Ben Ali' whose black hair only 
lightly fleqked with grey empha- 
sises his youthful looks, did part 
of his military training in France 
and the Uluited States. 

He first e ^changed his soldier's 
uniform for civilian dress in 1977, 
when he w;is named director of 
national security at the interior 
"ministry by then-Prime Minister 
Hedi Nouira. 

He was irherefore one of the 
central figures in coordinating 
police and] army action against 
aemonstrat ions the following 
year, in whjich at least 51 people 
died follow ing a bitter union- 


1 tough enforcei of law and order, 
a policy he pledged to follow 
when he was made prime minis- 
ter, Ben Ali was promoted to the 
rank of general m 1979. But his 
career faltered the following 
year, when he was eased out of 
central government to become 
ambassador to Poland. 

Mzali recalled him to his old 
national security job in 1984 after 
riots sparked by an overnight 
doubling of bread prices. At least 
89 people died in the disturb- 
ances. 

He was named secretary of 
state in charge of national secur- 
ity later that year before becom- 
ing interior minister in April, 
1986. 



Zine Al Abidine Ben Ali 

French college at Saint Cyr. 

He went there with the flower 
of the young Tunisian military. 


Two months later he was ^dependence from 


appointed a deputy secretary- 
general of the ruling Destourian 


He gained diplomas in the Un- 


died follow 
government 


mg a bitter union- 
clash. 


Socialist Party and secretary- ited States in military intelligence' 
general when he was made prime and security, as well as at artillery 
minister. college, and became head of 

A disciplinarian with a passion Tunisian military security. From 
for hard work, Ben Ali obtained 1974 to 1977 he was military 


Having made a name as a his military grounding in the elite attache in Morocco. 


The execution of Mehdi Hashemi 

By Scheherazade Daneshkhu < — i«aaisgF » 


Arab heads of state arrive 


THE execution by firing squad on 
September 28 of Mehdi Hashemi, 
a prominent political figure in 
Tehran, is bound to have impor- 
tant and long-term implications 
for the government of Ayatollah 
Khomeini. 

Hashemi’s rise to power reeked 
of intrigue, murder and high poli- 
tical influence. Once he had 
established himself, it became 
dear that he would not abide by 
the rules of the game but pursued 
his own ambitions with a reckless 
disregard for the consequences. 
His crime did not consist of a 
single act but was the culmination 
of Increasingly bold political and 
terrorist acts’ which began to 
undermine the government. 

In 1975 when the shah was still 
in power. Hashemi was charged 
in Isfahan with leading a group 
that had murdered Ayatollah 
Shams-Abadi who had been a 
political and popular local cleric. 
The ayatollah had been an obsta- 
cle to Hashemi in his bid to gain 
control of Isfahan's clerical cir- 
cles. Hashemi had already orga- 
nised a group of thugs into an 
effident. almost private, militia. 

The Isfahan court sentenced 
him to death, but on appeal to the 
Tehran supreme court this was 
commuted to a life sentence. It 
was rumoured at the time that the 
supreme court had come under 
immense political pressure to re- 
voke the death penalty. The im- 
plication was obvious: Hashemi 
was Savak’s front-man planted 
within the religious opposition to 
the Shah. 

During the 1979 Revolution, 
Hashemi was released from pris- 
on by the newly formed Islamic 
Republic and promptly set abour 
organising a terrorist network 
first on a local level in Isfahan, 
then on a national level and soon 
on an international scale. 

In Isfahan, Hashemi estab- 
lished dose links with some of the 
hard-line mullahs. He then 
moved to Qom where he ex- 
tended his network through 
theological schools. It was in 
Qom too that he found an ally in 
Ayatollah Mohammad Mon- 
tazeri, the heir apparent to 
Ayatollah Khomeini. There was 
also a family connection since 
Hashemi's brother. Hadi. was 
Montazeri's son-in-law. Never- 
theless, it is curious that Mon- 
tazeri, who has often advocated 
moderate and at times liberal 
views, especially with regard to 
internal policy, should have 
chosen to associate himself so 


closely with as lawless a man as 
Mehdi Hashemi. The reasons for 
this have yet to be explained. 

In Tehran, Hashemi set up the 
World Organisation of Islamic 
Liberation Movements 
(WOLIM) which had dose con- 
tacts with many terrorist orga- 
nisations throughout the world. 
A conference for these move- 
ments was held in Tehran in 1980. 
Represented were members of 
the IRA, Action Directe, ETA 
and a number of Palestinian and 
other Arab organisations. A 
short bearded figure, Mehdi 
Hashemi ran around shaking 
hands with some of the most 
wanted men in the world. In the 
same year, the Iranian govern- 
ment abolished WOLIM and 
tried to crack down on Hashemi’s 
activities. His public contact with 
terrorist groups was disapproved 
of, as were some of his self- 
proclaimed poliries, such as the 
subsequent coup attempt in 
Bahrain in 1981. He was also 
responsible for several terrorist 
attacks through Lebanese groups 
in the Middle East and almost 
certainly in Europe too. 

His most daring plan was the 
attempt during the 1986 pilgrim- 
age to Mecca, to destabilise the 
Saudi monarchy when he tried to 
smuggle men. guns and explo- 
sives into the country. The crisis 
was averted after a tip-off by the 
Iranian foreign ministry to the 
Saudi intelligence service. Sever- 
al weeks after the Mecca inci- 
dent. Hashemi was arrested and 
imprisoned in Tehran. A few 
days later, the Lebanese news- 
paper, Al-Shiraa. published in- 
formation about a trip by the 
former U.S. national security 
advisor, Robert MacFarlane to 
Tehran. The news went un-noticed 
until the speaker of the Iranian 
Parliament, Hojatoleslam Hashe- 
mi Rafsanjani. in an astute poli- 
tical move, himself talked about 
the planeload of Irish diplomats, 
spare parts and chocolate cake. 
Irancate has been with us ever 
since. 

Hashemi's attempt to under-, 
mine Ayatollah Montazeri's main 
rival, Rafsanjani, by implicating 
him in the U.S. arms deal had 
therefore backfired, in part be- 
cause the deal must have been 
undertaken with Ayatollah 
Khomeini's knowledge, if not his 
approval. 

In December 1986, an Iranian 
TV broadcast showed Hashemi 
confessing to murder as well as 
attempting to overthrow the gov- 



/ 


emment, something which he 
claimed Ayatollah Montazeri had 
also been aware of. The news 
exploded like a bombshell around 
Tehran. Demonstrations against 
Montazeri took place and the 
main national daily, Kayhan. 
published editorials against him. 
For a while, it looked as if 
Khomeini's favourite public and 
loyal activist in his days of exile in 
Najaf. could be in serious trou- 
ble. In the event, Rafsanjani paid 
Montazeri a visit, the details of 
which are still not fully known, 
and after which Montazeri issued 
a statement disowning Hashemi. 
Though Montazeri has kept hb 
official position as heir-designate, 
his political influence has never 
recovered. 

Hashemi was brought on TV 
again in April this year when he 
confessed to more killings and 
conspiracies. He was tried, found 
guilty of being "corrupt on earth” 
and finally executed. It appears 
that Lhe government most feared 
the independent organisation he 
had built around himself with its 
potential for destabilising the reg- 
ime. He had created a state with- 
in a state and represented a threat 
to the government as a whole. 
His refusal to work within the 
government framework and to 
recognise the limits that this im- 
posed on him, is what finally cost 


him his life, as much as his blatant 
and ruthless ;acts of terrorism. 

Hashemi’s conviction and ex- 
ecution have wide-ranging im- 
plications for the future direction 
of Iranian po lilies. Although his 
downfall was :n<ot simply part of a 
bout of factional in-fighting, since 
he had moved beyond and out- 
side the factions within the gov- 
ernment, th«? hardliners with 
whom he was originally associ- 
ated will nevertheless suffer as a 
result. In the second week of 
October two of his collaborators 
were executed on charges of mur- 
der in Tehran and more heads 
may roll. Sonne of Hashemi’s 
many associates and political 
allies in higher official circles 
have already- . been discreetly 
"dropped”, wihile others have 
taken the hint and have resigned 
for a number' of reasons. 

The increasingly hostile policy 
of the U.S. towards Iran inevit- 
ably provokes o hardline reaction 
within the country and radicalises 
the political atmosphere, but in 
the long term tine pragmatists are 
likely to retain their advantage. It 
is for this reasan that in years to 
come, Hashemi's execution may 
be seen as a turning point. The 
pragmatists showed him little 
mercy. But then he deserved 
none — Middle East Internation- 
al, London. 


(Continued from page I) 

Democratic Republic of Yemen. 
Haidar Abu Bakr Al Attas said 
upon his arrival that he hoped the 
summit conferees would reach a 
common understanding on all im- 
portant issues they considered. 
He said the summit will discuss 
"the important issues on the 
agenda that stem from the com- 
plicated and grave conditions pre- 
vailing in the Arab arena, as well 
as the historic challenges that face 
the entire Arab Nation." 

“We have a total conviction in 
South Yemen that restoring Arab 
solidarity and reviving the spirit 
of joint Arab action is one of the 
main conditions for overcoming 
this difficult stage in the history of 
the Arab people” the South 
Yemeni leader said, adding that 
"we will exert all effort to actively 
and effectively contribute to this 
great task.’’ "It is out of this 
conviction that we arrive in Am- 
man to contribute, along with our 
brothers — the kings, presidents 
and Arab heads of state — to- 
wards the success of the summit.” 
Mr. Attas said. 

Sultan Qaboos of Oman said in 
a brief statement that he was 
optimistic that the Amman sum- 
mit will be a turning point in joint 
Arab action and solidarity. “We 
are optimistic that our conference 
will be one of Arab awakening, in 
which the Arab Nation regains 
solidarity and achieves the ambi- 
tions and aspirations of its peo- 
ple," the Omani leader said. 

"We are positive that the wis- 
dom of our brother. His Majesty 
King Hussein, his sincere efforts 
and the active participation of our 
other Arab brothers will pave the 
way towards achieving our hopes 
and expectations," he added. 

The Bahraini emir. Sheikh 
Issa, expressed hope that the 
summit would serve as “the main 
and essential vehicle for solving 
many of the contradictions in the 
Arab arena and for halting the 
deterioration we are witnessing.” 

He said that “the escalation of 
conflicts within the Arab family, 
and the growing dangers sur- 
rounding it day after day, de- 
mand us to rise above our differ- 
ences and shoulder our pan-Arab* 
responsibilities.” Sheikh Issa said 
he hoped that the Amman sum- 
mit resolutions would prompt "a 
move towards new horizons of 
joint Arab action and strengthen 
the role of the Arab League in 
support of efforts to establish a 
solid basis for inter-Arab rela- 
tions. on a course that will in- 
volve regular Arab summits in 
the future and help find sound 


solutions to ail divisive issues.” 

President of the Yemen Arab 
Republic Ali Abdullah Saleh said 
in his arrival statement that the 
Amman summit convenes at a 
time when "colonialist and Zion- 
ist forces assault the Arab Nation 
with the aim of weakening the 
Arab entity, shaking its ranks, 
compromising its national 
sovereignty and diverting its 
attention from its main cause of 
Palestine." 

President Saleh said the Arab 
leaders should accept their re- 
sponsibility “by responding to the 
dangerous escalation resulting 
from the Iran-Iraq war and the 
intensifying of the Zionist policy 
of oppression in the occupied 
Arab territories.” 

He said that the summit should 
also put an end to the Lebanese 
tragedy that almost sacrificed its 
unity and existence, in addition to 
mobilising all forces towards solv- 
ing the central problem of Pales- 
tine. The North Yemeni leader 
urged Arab leaders to work har- 
der towards securing "a suitable 
environment to clear the Arab 
atmosphere and find the level of 
solidarity required to enable the 
Arab Nation to confront all 
threats and conspiracies." 

In an exclusive interview with 
Petra. President Gemayel said 
King Hussein’s efforts to convene 
this large-scale Arab conference 
should certainly result in more 
Arab solidarity, in light of the 
critical conditions prevailing in 
the Arab World. Therefore, he 
said "all Arab heads of state are 
required to take a responsible 
stand in response to the various 
challenges and threats affecting 
the area." 

Mr. Gemayel said that the 
hosting of the'summir in Amman 
comes as a continuation to His 
Majesty’s positive and sincere 
efforts in defending Arab causes. 

The Lebanese president ex- 
pressed hope that the Amman 
summit would give due attention 
to the situation in Lebanon, in a 
bid to end the strife there." We 
hope that the summit's discus- 
sions on the Lebanese problem 
will be fruitful. The Lebanese 
people have a right to depend on 
their Arab brethren to overcome 
the country’s political and econo- 
mic plight,” he said. 

Later in the dav, a number of 
Arab leaders held* bilateral meet- 
ings and consultations that were 
believed to have focused on 
issues on the summit’s agenda 
and means to ensure the meet- 
ing’s success. 

Sheikh Zayed visited President 
Hussem at the place of his resi- 

( Continued on pagp 9) 
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Agricultural fund marks 10 years of advances 


By Thomas Escliler district, it was expanded will 
VSIA EFAD support to five others anc 

__________ ^ , oow reaches out to nearly 3,IXX 

WASHINGTON — The Interna- villages. It makes small loans oi 
donal Fund for Agricultural De- $50 or less to help individuals 
v elo pment (IFAD), founded in improve their farm production os 
1977, is unique among official aid to get started in income-produc- 
agencies. It is small, with a staff ing business. The programme bai 
of only 84 professionals; it fo- now become a nationwide perma- 
cuses all of its attention and nent institution in Bangladesh, 
resources on the poorest of the Over 215,000 borrowers— 70 per 
poor, and it is emerging as a cent of them women — have 
pioneer of new development benefited, 
techniques. 

The innovative aspect of the 
IFAD’s president, Idriss Grameen Bank project is that it 
Jazairy of Algeria, discussed his grants credit to those — the rural 
organisation’s ten year of work poor — who had never before 


ffai?' lt waS ex P an ^®^ with boats were ordered, storage fad- food defidts, generate employment way for agricultural development 
trAD support to five others and lities built, ice-making machinery and provide markets for the work work by other organisations, 
now reaches out to nearly 3,000 installed, and trucks purchased to of others." IFAD projects have served as a 

villages. It makes small loans of speed the fish to market. After , x testing ground in many cases, he 
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villages. It makes small loans of speed the fish to market. After m * testing ground in many cases, he 

S50 or less to help individuals four and a half years, the coop- . .if* 1 ?, 1 / S said, helping to guide more con- 

unprove their farm production or erative has 260 members, and the f unde y servative institutions in channel!- 

jo get started in income-produc- country’s annual fish catch has ing their development resources, 

mg business. The programme has risen from 180 tons to 600 tons. In 1986 IFAD launched a spe- 

now become a nationwide penna- IFAD also supports research, rial programme to assist sub- 

oent institution m Bangladesh, but unlike that which led to the Saharan African countries— one 

Over 215,000 borrower*— 70 per "green revolution.” The latter of the first tangible -expressions 

cent of them women — have was focused on raising wheat and 1L of the international community’s 

benefited. rice oroducrinn hv riewlnninp tnbuhons from the oil -exporting -rt nrprns a hnnt thp sitnatinn' in 


Naturally occurring substances 
protect against radiation, cancer drugs 
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IFAD also supports research, dal programme to assist sub- 

but unlike that which led to the Saharan African countries— one 

“green revolution ” The latter Tnrill^ri.v of the first tangible -expressions 
was focused on raising wheat and .rihntinnSTSS^thi Bt 2*°" of international community’s 
rice production by developing concerns about the situation in 

strains that were responsive to »£**• L“Tj, n “; the region, Jazairy pointed out. 
relatively expensive inputs of . c ^L ln " The programme has a financial 

bute - “ d eacb of the «“« target of S300milhon, and so far 


irrigation and fertilizer. Much of 


with reporters in the offices of the 
Overseas Development Council, 
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been thought creditworthy, parti- 
cularly because they had no col- 
lateral. Instead, the poor were 
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IFAD-supported research, riphrc^hf has received $250 million. Eight 

Jazairv said, concentrates on tra- 8 rights in etermiQing nTA ; er ,. Vi a us* alreariv he.e.n 


a Washington-based private re- lateral. Instead, the poor were 
search institute, on October 30." required to form themselves into 
Jazairy emphasised what five-member groups that were 
makes IFAD’s approach to de- jointly responsible for repay- 


iazairy said, concentrates on tra- 
ditional crops such as cassava, 
maize, plantains, sorghum and 


lion in concessional loans and 
tava beans, and on the develop- „„„ * inn 


ment of systems for semi-arid 
regions. 


velopment assistance different 
from that of other agencies — its 
concentration on the rural poor. 
“We do not believe that the poor 
and the hungry should wait for 
the benefits of overall economic 
development to trickle down to 


ment. The repayment rate on 
these loans, at terms of 13 per 


over $100 million in technical 
assistance grants since its found- 
ing. That money has gone into 


The aim of IFAD-supported 204 projects in 89 countries, at a 

these loans, at terms of 13 per research is to work with plants total cost of about $9,500 million, 

cent a year with repayment over that form part of the everyday demonstrating the catalytic im- 

50 weeks, is said to be 99 per diet of millions of poor people, pact of its efforts. For every 
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to reach direaly smallholder far- °He ed a prormsmg way to bols- 

nterc, poor rural women, landless * SI"® 1 . “ 


and to breed varieties that will dollar that IFAD has provided 
grow well with a minimum of for development work, other 
inputs under difficult soD and donors and the recipient coun- 


climatic conditions. 
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rural society." cent of the land is tOIable. IFAD 

funds were used to help organise 
A prime example is the Gra- a cooperative that took over re- 
meeo Bank of Bangladesh, sponsibility for catching, storing. 
Started as a pilot project in one processing and selling fish. New 


“Our projects for smallholder three do ars ' 
farmers, especially in Africa, have IFAD has been a catalyst in 
started to convince skeptics that other ways. John Melior, head of 
smallholder farmers and the rural the International Food Policy Re- 
poor generally are a huge, untap- search Institute, also based in 
ped source of economic growth,” Washington, told reporters at the 
Jazairy said. “The smallholders can same session that IFAD's innova- 
grow more food to reduce overall tive projects have pointed the 
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the rhetoric which is used so often 
about the hungry and the poor to 
help bring about a world in which 


Washington, told reporters at the help bring about a world in which 
same session that IFAD’s innova- hunger would only be a bad 
tive projects have pointed the memory,” he said. 


Magic endures in an age of electronic wizardry 


By Doris Frankel 

Reuter 

LOCH SHELDRAKE, New 
York — Harry Blackstone 
appeared and disappeared in his 
father's magic act so often that he 
learned the art of illusion from 
the inside looking out. 

Now Blackstone. whose father 
had a keen professional rivalry 
with legendary escape artist Har- 
ry Houdini, digs into the family 
bag of tricks to demonstrate that 
traditional magic endures even in 
an age of electronic wizardiy. 

“People want to believe in 
magic, they want to believe in 
something that is not part of the 
ordinary, everyday experience,” 
.said Blackstone, whose reper- 
toire includes a dancing handker- 
chief, a vanished bird cage and a 
floating light bulb. 

Blackstone, tall and with a 


goatee beard, spoke to Reuters at 
a recent pre-halloween conven- 
tion in New York State which 
brought together 1,700 profes- 
sional and amateur magicians 
from all over the world. 

They included Rovi the wizard 
of Wales, who does card and coin 
tricks, Jeff McBride, an avant- 
garde American magician, and 
Hans Moretti, a West German 
escape artist. 

“Right now, magic is in its 
heyday. I think that it is still on 
the upswing,” he said in a deep 
voice that easily overcame the 
clatter in the hotel dining room.- 

“I was born into magic,” the 
53-year-old conjurer said. 

Blackstone's father, who died 
in 1965 at the age of 80, had one 
of the largest travelling magic 
shows in the United States. For 
the finale of a White House per- 
formance for President Calvin 


Coolidge, he pulled from his 
pocket a gun belonging to an 
embarrassed presidential body- 
guard. 

“Houdini was an escape artist, 
my father was an illusionist and 
both were considered each to be 
top of their fields. All through 
Houdini’s life till bis demise in 
1926 they were good personal 
friends but rather bitter profes- 
sional enemies,” Blackstone said. 

One family trademark trick is 
the floating light bulb. 

Blackstone removes a bulb 
from a lamp, and it remains 
suspended — and lit — in mid- 
air. 

“I pass a hoop around it to 
show that there is nothing there 
that supports it. Like my brother- 
in-law — no visible means of 
support,” he said. 

The bulb floats over to the 
audience for inspection and then 


returns to the magician. 

Blackstone, like most magi- 
cians, jealously guards the secrets 
of his illusions. But he does admit 
that several things went awry in 
his performance the previous 
night, although he would not 
elaborate. 

“What we magicians try to do 
is learn to cope with that kind of 
disaster. When the philosophers 
said, ‘If anything can go wrong it 
will go wrong and always at the 
worst possible moment, they 
were speaking about a magic 
show.” 

He pauses and turns to his 
attractive wife. Gay, who is also 
his stage assistant. He boasts of 
the many times he bas sawed her 
in half with a buzz-saw. 

“She is now five feet one inch, 
and she started at five feet 10. We 
get a little piece out of her each 
time.” 

Asked what he considers his 


Toledo seeks new inhabitants to save old city 


By Frances Kerry 

Reuter 

TOLEDO, Spain — Toledo, 
medieval Spanish cradle of Isla- 
mic, Jewish and Christian cul- 
tures, is desperately seeking new 
inhabitants. 

The old city’s star tourist 
attractions — the mosque, syna- 
gogues, gothic cathedral and 
painter El Greco’s house — are 
safely preserved among its 45 
listed monuments. 

But around them, old bouses 
are crumbling. 

“In 10 to 15 years, this could be 
a dead city,” Mayor Jose Manuel 
Molina told Reuters. 

Perched impressively on a hill 
above the River Tagus, the 
ochre-coloured walled quarter — 
a medieval and renaissance met- 
ropolis of clerics, scholars and 
artists — is fast losing inhabitants 
to the modern outskirts on the 
plain below. 

Parts of the winding maze of 
narrow streets are virtually un- 
changed in layout from 11th-cen- 


tury plans. 

But solid wooden doors are 
rotting and ornate facades are 
falling apart. Whole streets are 
uninhabited. 

“If we don’t act now it will be 
too late — the old quarter will 
become a collection of monu- 
ments in a desert,” Molina said. 

Molina, who is heading a cam- 
paign to keep old Toledo alive, 
said the most urgent need to 
preserve what he called a unique 
100-hectare monument was for 
more inhabitants. 

The city council estimates that 
300 to 500 people are leaving the 
old quarter every year. 

The total population of Tole- 
do, 90 kilometres south of Mad- 
rid and capita] of the olive-grow- 
ing, sheep-farming region of Cas- 
tilla la Mancha, has nearly doub- 
led to 61, 0(H) in 1987 from 

33.000 in 1940. 

This was partly due to a large 
industrial complex built outside 
Toledo in the 1960s. 

But since 1940 the population 
of the old quarter has dropped to 

15.000 from 21,000 and left more 


than 1,000 of its 8.000 dwellings 
uninhabited. 

Big shops and businesses also 
went down the road, leaving the 
old quarter with just city and 
regional administrative offices, 
small grocery stores, souvenir 
stalls and cafes. 

Residents who stayed tend to 
be older — there are now more 
people over 65 years old than 
under 14 in the old quarter — or 
poorer than those who left, and 
either less energetic or less able 
to afford repairs. 

“If a new generation of people 
don’t come to the old city the 
houses will simply fall down,” 
Molina said. 

“Some bouses are already 
starting to go — only the other 
day firemen" had to be called in to 
shore up a baroque facade which 
was crumbling away.” 

Municipal architect Ignacio 
Alvarez Ahedo said in a report 
that one reason for people leav- 
ing was that the old bouses, 
although beautiful, were unin- 
habitable by modern standards. 


Some have no bathrooms or 
awkward Moorish style designs 
which mean crossing an open 
patio to get from one bedroom to 
another. 

Molina says the houses can be 
modernised without spoiling their 
style. 

He reckons the cost of rejuve- 
nating old Toledo would be 
around $78 million. 

Some of the money would be 
spent on restoration and repairs 
and the rest on improving the old 
quarter's public transport, park- 
ing facilities and other infrastruc- 
ture to attract residents and 
businesses. 

The council's hoped-for new 
inhabitants are young families — 
who would use cheap loans to buy 
up modernised old houses. But 
the council says it is financially 
stretched just keeping up with 
repairs to roads, bridges and 
walls. 

Looking for funds, Molina 


trademark, Blackstone replies: 
“Humour and the fact that we get 
rebooked.” 

Although Blackstone grew up 
in magic, for several years he 
worked as a disc jockey, a radio 
announcer, a campaign aide for 
Lyndon Johnson and an associate 
producer for a popular television 
comedy show. 

“For a number of years I was in 
broadcasting, journalism and 
politics. I found that experience 
gave me the perfect understand- 
ing of the art of deception," said 
Blackstone. 

“The magician tells you ahead 
of time he’s going to get you. The 
faith healer gets you while he's 
doing it. You don't find out the 
politician bas got you until it’s too 
late. 

“So I am storyteller.” Black- 
stone said. “I am an actor who 
specialises in this character of 
being a magician.” 


took the architect’s report to the 
United States last month, talking 
to the International Council on 
Monuments and Sites, a United 
Nations affiliate, and to three 
private conservation funds. 

Molina says funds could also 
flow indirectly from visitors, if 
they spent more money and time 
in Toledo. 

About 1.5 million tourists visit 
the old city every year. But be- 
cause it makes a convenient day 
trip from Madrid, they tend to 
rush round the monuments, buy 
souvenirs and leave. Few stay the 
night. 

The city has only 800 hotel 
beds. Molina said he would like 
to see more hotels, more cultural 
activity and more reason for tour- 
ists to want to spend a night. 

“We could make Toledo a 
more attractive place at night, for 
example with a sound and light 
show,” he said. 

“Or a casino, perhaps.” 


By Paul Raeburn 

The Associated Press 

NEW YORK — A treatment 
using hormone-tike substances 
found naturally in humans can 
protect against some of the worst 
consequences of radiation expo- 
sure and cancer treatment, scien- 
tists say. 

Similar therapy also may mini- 
mise the side effects of AZT, the 
only drug approved for AIDS 
treatment, said Dr. Stephen 
Creekmore of the National Can- 
cer Institute. 

Radiation, many cancer che- 
motherapy agents and AZT can 
interfere with the bone marrow's 
ability to produce certain white 
cells that are essential in the fight 
against infections, the researchers 
said. 

The new treatment stimulates 
damaged bone marrow to resume 
production of the infection-fight- 
ing white cells called neutrophils, 
said the study’s principal author. 
Dr. Malcolm Moore of the 
Memorial Sloan-Kettering Can- 
cer Centre. 

In an interview on Nov. 2, 
Moore said the treatment consists 
of combined injections of gra- 
nulocyte colony stimulating fac- 
tor, or G-CSF, and interleukin-1, 
or IL-1. 

Both substances, which occur 
in small amounts in the body, 
were produced in larger quanti- 
ties through genetic engineering. 

Moore ana others have shown 
previously that G-CSF can boost 
the bone marrow's production of 
neutrophils. 

The new study, reported in the 
current issue of the proceeding's of 
the National Academy of Scien- 
ces, shows that IL-1 can produce 
a similar effect in laboratory 
animals and that the effect is even 


greater when both substances are 
combined. 

If such drugs prove successful 
in human trials that are now 
beginning, their principal use 
would be with cancer patients 
receiving chemotherapy or radia- 
tion treatment and with people 
suffering from other bone-mar- 
row diseases. 

Such drugs also could serve as a 
treatment for people exposed to 
radiation at their jobs or as the 
result of nuclear war, Moore said. 

Creekmore, who oversees 
federal funding of research on 
such drugs, said that the drugs 
could serve as a kind of first aid 
for people exposed to radiation. 

“With these drugs, maybe one 
could make the bone marrow 
come back,” he said. 

Furthermore, Creekmore 
pointed out that one of the major 
problems with use of AZT in the 
treatment of acquired immune 
deficiency syndrome is its harm- 
ful effect on the bone marrow. 

Treatments similar to those 
being developed by Moore and 
researchers at other institutions 
could allow wider use of AZT, 
Creekmore said. 

A drug similar to those being 
studied by Moore was reportedly 
used recently to treat two victims 
of accidental radiation exposure 
in Brazil and was credited with 
saving their lives. 

Dr. David Nathan, physidan- 
in-ebief at Children’s Hospital in 
Boston, said he was familiar with 
Moore's research and finds it 
“quite sound.” 

“His work that he’s done here 
is extremely interesting and im- 
portant,” said Nathan, whose 
speriality is treatment of children 
with blood disorders. “I think it's 
important to point out, however, 
that it's going to take a lot of 


clinical investigation to determine 
in which patients it’s going to be 
effective. ...I must say I’m 
hopeful.” 

Initial trials of G-CSF at Sloan- 
Kettering in patients with adv- 
anced, spreading bladder cancer 
have shown that it effectively 
prevents the severe bone-barrow 
suppressions associated with the 
intensive chemotherapy those pa- 
tients require, Moore said. 

“The next phase of the study 
will be to demonstrate that this 
adjunct therapy will translate into 
higher remission rates and pre- 
sumably higher instance of 
cures," he said. 

In the new study, Moore and 
colleague David Warren gave a 
standard anti-cancer drug called 
5-fluorouraciI to mice, then tre- 
ated some of the mice with G- 
CSF, some with IL-1 and some 
with both. 

The anti-cancer drug elimin- 
ated most of the neutrophils in 
the mice. In mice that received no 
further treatment, the neut- 
rophils did not begin to return 
until about 12 days later, Warren 
said. 

Mice given G-CSF began to 
recover from the anti-cancer drug 
in six days, or about half the time, 
Warren said. Mice given IL-1 did 
likewise, with the added benefit 
that their neutrophil counts never 
dropped as low as did the counts 
of the other animals. 

When mice were given a com- 
bination of both drugs, their 
neutrophil counts began to recov- 
er at about the same tune as when 
given either drug alone, but the 
neutrophil counts climbed faster, 
Warren said. 

Human trials with combined 
agents may begin as early as 
January, Moore said. 


Cork still considered unbeatable 
for wines, floors, even books 


By Rebecca Irvin 

Reuter 

OPORTO, Portugal — They not 
only make quality wine here, they 
also produce the small but indis- 
pensable item that keeps it in the 
bottle — the cork. 

“It's a tradition. For good qual- 
ity wines, you just have to use 
cork,” said Joachim Calem, one 
of the main port wine makers in 
Oporto, home of the famous 
drink. 

Plastic is also used as a stopper 
for wine bottles. But ebampions 
of cork say that tradition aside, 
there are a host of scientific 
reasons why natural cork is used 
to bottle wine. 

Centuries of experience show 
that cork is able to preserve the 
flavour of the wine without alter- 
ing it. It is flexible and can 
expand to fit any bottle perfectly, 
according to wine experts. 

Even the ancient Greeks and 
Romans used cork. 

Portugal is the world’s largest 
producer of cork with about 52 
per cent of the market. Last year, 
it earned 38 billion escudos ($270 
million) from cork exports. 

“Cork has unique chemical 
qualities,” said Eduardo Correia, 
spokesman for Portugal’s largest 
cork group Amorim. “It is light, 
elastic and porous. It is also fire 
and water resistant, stops vibra- 
tion and is good for insulation 
and acoustics.” 

No one has yet invented a 


man-made material that can com- 
pare with cork, Correia said. 

Cork is the bark of cork oaks, 
which are native to the 
Mediterranean region and can 
reach 60 metres. Such trees are 
found in Spain, France, Italy, 
Tunisia, Algeria and Morocco, 
but by far the largest concentra- 
tion is in Portugal. 

Although most of Portugal’s 
cork comes from the southern 
agricultural Alentejo region, the 
main cork factories are in the 
north. “The port wine industry 
really brought all the processing 
up here,” said Correia. 

Here, bark is transformed into 
floor and wall coverings, attrac- 
tive and durable book covers and 
soles for shoes. It is even com- 
bined with rubber to make auto- 
mobile parts. 

Harvesting cork is a time-con- 
suming affair. A tree, which lives 
up to 200 years, will not produce 
cork until it is about 30 years old, 
and it can be stripped only every 
nine years. 

The bark needs careful prun- 
ing. A wrong stroke by one of tbe 
skilled harvesters who use special 
axes to remove the shell can 
wound the interior of the tree and 
ruin its future output. 

Once they are cut from the 
tree, (he conical sheets of cork 
are boiled to kill any insects 
inside and make them more pli- 
able. The sheets, which from the 
outside look like ordinary tree 
bark, are then sorted according to 


size and quality and cut into' 
strips. 

Workers feed these strips into' 
special cork-punching machines,: 
which spit out corks at the rate ofi 
about 20,000 per day each. The) 
size of the cork depends on the; 
thickness of the strip. ' 

Any leftover pieces of cork are t 
ground into small pieces and! 
glued together to make floor’ 
coverings, the top part of Cham--’ 
pagne corks and other products. 5 

“Absolutely nothing is wasted^ 
here. We' collect and reprocess! 
everything, even the dust,” said 
Manuel Ribeiro of Amorim’si 
main cork-punching factory. T 

Champagne corks are no ordin- j 
ary corks. They must withstand, 
enormous pressure but be flexible 1 
enough to be compressed into a 
bottle. Most are a combination of* 
a granulated cork on top with two 1 
or three high quality discs on thei 
bottom to prevent any bubbles £ 
from escaping. 

Although France, West Ger-i 
many, Italy, the United States 3 
and other big wine producing „ 
countries import mainly wine 
corks, Scandinavians enthusiasti- 
cally put cork on their floors and 
walls, Amorim officials said. 

This was because of cork’s in- 
sulating properties and warm col- ‘ 
our which were welcome in cold 
and dark climates, in addition to ' 
Nordic countries’ like of natural 1 1 
products. 3 

Despite its simplicity and natu- ' 
ral abundance, cork is not cheap. 





The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle. Jabai Amman, near 
Ahliyyah Girls School 

Take away is available 

Open daily 12:0(1-3:30 
p.m. 

6:3U-Midnijzht 

Tel. 638968 


MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine m Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pel is available 

Take away available 

Open daily 12:00- 13-30 
/OT- 23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Tra ffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

\ Tel: 661922 / 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
p.m. 

\ 6:30 - Midnight > 



The Ideal Residence for 
Expatriates & Businessmen 


IkUHITei BO 

Tel: 668193 - Telex 23886 DAROTL - Fax 602434 
Shmeisani- Amman 


Luxuriously furnished studio apartments 
To Satisfy Good Taste 

HOTEL ★ APARTOTEL ★ 
RESTAURANT 


CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


TAIWAN TOURISMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 
Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 

Take-away servtoe 

Open daily Noon -3:30 p.m. 
& 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location: Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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door-io-door service 
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Summits and 23 years of joint Arab action 

By P.V. Vivekanand 


THE FIRST Arab Summit was held in Cairo in January 1964. It 
was called for and chaired by the late President of Egypt. Jamal 
Abdul Nasser. The central theme of discussions at the summit was 
Israels moves to appropriate waters of the River Jordan. The 
summit took a number of decisions aimed at foiling the Israeli 
plans. 

The second summii was held in the same year in Alexandria. 
Egypt in September. The conference called for employing all 
Arab resources in the service of the Palestinian cause and 
welcomed the establishment ot the Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) under the chairmanship of the lute Ahmad A1 
Shukairi. 

The Moroccan city of Casablanca hosted the third Arab 
summit, held in September I°o5. The most significant decision 
taken at the summit was the endorsement of the Arab solidarity 
charier signed by Arab leaders on Sept. 15. I%5. 

Sudan hosted the fourth Arab summit in Khartoum in 1967. 
three months after the Arab-Isrjeii war. The focus of the 
conference was charting a course in the aftermath of the war. 
Svria staved away from the summit. The conference called for a 
series of measures to support the Arab states that suffered badly 
in the June war. 

Morocco hosted the fifth Arab summit in Rabat in 1969. Many 
observers see the Rabat conference as a failure since it did not 
produce any significant Arab decision. A vague communique 
issued at the end of the meeting called for mobilisation of Arab 


states in the confrontation with Israrel. 

For the next four years, inaction gripped the Arab scene and it 
was not until 1975 the sixth Arab summit was held. The gathering 
in Algiers, shortly after the Arab-Israeli war of the same year, the 
Arab" leaders drew up a two-phase plan for peace in the Middle 
East. It called for total Israeli withdrawal from all occupied Arab 
territories and the restoration of the legitimate rights of the 
Palestinian people. Implied in the proposal was an offer to 
recognise Israel in return for its withdrawal and its acceptance of 
the Palestinian rights. 

One year after the Algiers summit, Arab leaders met again in 
Rabat. The 1974 summit produced the total endorsement by all 
Arab slates of the Palestine Liberation Organisation as the sole 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people. 

Civil war broke out in Lebanon in 1975 and as it threatened to 
assume much graver proportions. Arab leaders held a summit in 
Cairo in l97ti. The Oct. 25-26 conference called for the 1969 Cairo 
agreement signed between the Lebanese government and the 
Palestinian resistance forces. The summit also endorsed the 
setting up of a special fund to support the Arab deterrent force 
(ADF) which was charged with keeping peace in Lebanon after 
separating the civil war combatants. 

The late Egyptian President Anwar Sadat initiated moves 
towards a separate peace agreement with Israel in 1977 and Arab 
leaders held the ninth Arab summit in Baghdad in 1978. The Nov. 
2-5 conference in the Iraqi capital discussed the Camp David 


P.V. Vivekanand 

accord between Egypt and Israel. It rejected the accord and 
suspended Egypt from the Arab League, recommending that all 
Arab states sever diplomatic ties with Cairo. The conference also 
decided that oil-producing Arab states will offer financial aid 
totalling $30 billion to Jordan, Syria and the PLO in the course of 
the next 10 years to help them confront Israel. 

Tunisia hosted the 10th Arab summit from Nov. 2-5, 1979. Ail 
Arab states except Egypt attended the summit. The final 
communique of the summit noted that the Baghdad summit 
resolutions had a positive impact on the Arab as well as 
international scenes in the context of the Arab-Israeli conflict and 
vowed to continue the Arab struggle to liberate the occupied 
territories. 

The 1 1th Arab summit was held in Amman in response to a call 
by Jordan. The conference, which was not attended by Syria, the 
PLO, Lebanon, South Yemen and Libya, was devoted to aspects 
of Arab economic integration and came to be known as the 
Amman Economic Summii. No major political decisions were 
adopted at the summit, but it set certain guidelines for increased 
Arab economic cooperation and called for a series of measures to 
achieve Arab economic integration. 

It was not until two years later, three months after the July 1982 
Israeli invasion of Lebanon, that the next Arab summit was held 
in the Moroccan city of Fez. An initial summit was adjourned 
because of highlighted inter-Arab differences. However, the 
summit was reconvened shortly afterwards. The conference 


produced the famous Fez peace plan under which all Arab states 
called for the establishment of an independent Palestinian state m 
the occupied West Bank and Gaza with Jerusalem as its capital 
and enshrined the principle of “security of all states in the 
region", this implicitly offering Arab recognition of Israel m 
return for Israel’s acceptance of Palestinian rights and withdrawal 
from the occupied territories. 

An extraordinary Arab summit was held in Casablanca, 
Morocco, in August 1985 to discuss joint Jordan-PLO moves 
towards peace with Israel. Jordan explained its strategy towards 
settling the problem to the Arab leaders at the summit. Most 
Arab states endorsed the joint moves undertaken by Jordan and 
the PLO towards bringing about the convening of an international 
conference under U.N. auspices with the participation of the five 
permanent members of the Security Council and all parties 
involved in the Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The summit that opens on Sunday is yet another extraordinary 
Arab summit which was decided upon by the foreign ministers of 
the Arab League. The original call for the summit stipulated that 
the main agenda for talks at the conference was to be the 
Iran-Iraq war. but subsequent developments made it necessary 
that “all issues of concern to the common interests of the Arab 
World” would be discussed by the summit. 

The next regular Arab summit, the 13th such gathering, is 
expected to be held in Riyadh. Saudi Arabia. But there has been 
no definite sign of movement towards convening it. 


Arab 

THE ARAB Lcjcuc informal ion . md documentation centre has 
issued a book entitled "Arab summit resolutions 70-JM9.V5." The 
book, according to it* authors, serves as a documentation for the 
histon of political e\ enls. challenges, dangers and threats the Arab 
World had faced and the historic resolutions and agreements agreed 
upon b\ Arab leaders. The following is a summary of the book, 
which the Jordan Times publishes on the occasion of the convening 
today of the extraordinary Arab summii in Amman. The summary 
ivas prepared b\ Dr. Hussein Toga of the University ot Jordan s 
Centre (or Strategic Studies: 


The Arab 
League 

FOLLOWING bilateral consulta- 
tions between Arab officials in 
1943. and 1V44. a preparatory 
committee that included repre- 
sentatives of Egypt. Syria. Jor- 
dan, Iraq and Lebanon met in 
Alexandria. They signed “The 
Alexandria Proiocol’'"on Oct. 7. 
1944 that established the Arab 
League organisation. On March 
22, 1945. representatives of these 
countries signed with the Saudi 
Arabian delegate the Arab 
League Charter" and the day be- 
came a national occasion cele- 
brated by all member states. 

The establishment of the Arab 
League came in accordance with 
the following principles: 

1. Equality between member 
states. 

2. Respect for the independ- 
ence of member states, their 
sovereignty, and the safeguarding 
of their future and achievement 
of their hopes and aspirations. 

3. Settlement of conflicts 
among member states by means 
of mediation and reconciliation 
without resorting to force. 

4. Banning "treaties among 
member states and with foreign 
countries that contradict the sti- 
pulations of the Arab League 
Charter and its spirit. 

5. A ban against following fore- 
ign policies that harm the policy 
of the league or any of its mem- 
bers. 

n. Respect for the independ- 
ence oi Lebanon and its 
sovereignty within its present 
boundaries. 

7. Supporting the cause of 
Palestinian Arab- and the 
achievement of their legitimate 
aspirations and the protection of 
their just rights. 

8. Cooperation among Arab 
countries. 

9. Cooperation with interna- 
tional organisations to safeguard 
security and to organise social 
and economic relations. 

Article 2 of the league charter 
stipulates that the purpose of the 
league's establishment is to 
strengthen ties jmong member 
states and to coordinate their 
political plans to increase coop- 
eration as well as to protect their 
independence and sovereignty 
and to look after the general 
Arab interest. 

There arc other technical pur- 
poses such as cooperation in 
issues concerning the military, 
economy, finance, society, 
health, inhumation, culture, 
communication, nationality, 
passport* and visas, etc .. 

The Arab League's duties are the 

following: 

ul Strengthening ties among and 
coordinating political moves of 
member states with the aim of 
achieving cooperation and safe- 
guarding their independence and 
looking after general Arab in- 
terests. 

b) The execution of Arab 
agreements for cooperation in the 
various economic, cultural, judi- 
cial and other fields. 

c) Specifying means of coop- 
eration with international orga- 
nisations to guarantee security, 
peace, and the organisation of 
socio-economic relations. 

d) Achieving Arab security by 


settling conflicts that may arise 
among member states by peaceful 
means. 

e) Withdrawing the mem- 
bership of any member state that 
does not fulfill its duties accord- 
ing to the charter. 

"0 Amending the charter with 
the approval of Arab states wjth 
the aim of strengthening ties 
among members and the estab- 
lishment of an Arab court of 
justice and organising the 
league’s ties with international 
organisations. 

The Arab 
summits 

The secretarial general of the 
Arab League, considers the 
meeting of Arab leaders in Cairo 
between Jan. 13 and 17. 1964 as 
the first Arab summit. It also 
considers the Anshas summit of 
May 28. 194o, and the Beirut 
surnmmit of Nov. 14 of the same 
year as Arab summits without 
numbering them. Since the condi- 
tions and socio-political elements 
that called for convening each 
Arab summit were different from 
the other we find that some Arab 
summits have issued resolutions 
and statements while other sum- 
mits issued only resolutions while 
others issued closing statements. 
Thus, we will review these sum- 
mi is and the conditions and 
causes that called for their con- 
vening and review the main re- 
solutions and statements issued at 
these -ummits: 

1. The Anshas sum- 
mit resolutions. May 
28-29, 1946 

•i ? Helping colonised Arab peo- 
ple lo gain their independence. 

bl The Palestine cause is the 
centra! national cause. 

ci Recognising the threat of 
Zionism. 

d) Outlining the minimum 
acceptable solution for the pro- 
tection of Palestine's Arabism. 

e) Disrespect tor Palestine’s 
Arabs is an act of aggression 
against Arab League members. 

f ) Defending the Palestine enti- 
ty in the cast- of an attack. 

g) Helping Palestine’s Arabs 
through financial means. 

h) Helping Palestine's Arabs. 

i) Tile importance of achieving 
independence for west cm Tri- 
poli. 

|1 The need to be able to 
confront the enemy. 

— No closing statement was 
i-sueiJ after the conference. 

2. The Beirut sum- 
mit, Nov. 13-14, 1956 

A summit was held in Beirut to 
study the situation in the after- 
math of the tripartite British- 
French- Israeli aggression against 
Egypt and the Gaza Strip and tn 
agree on what to be done to 
support Egypt's defence of its 
lands and sovereignty, consider- 
ing this aggression against Egypt 
as an aggression on all Ar.ih 
states calling for united policies 
and efforts towards joint Arab 
interests 

The Beirut summit resolutions 
were the following: 

a.l Supporting Egypt against 
the tripartite aggression. 

b) Egypt's sovereignty is the 
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porting united Arab action within 
the league and supporting econo- 
mic cooperation and backing 
Arab Maghreb countries. Estab- 
lishing an Arab council for nuc- 
lear research and setting up an 
Arab court of justice and the 
institutionalising of a regular 
Arab summit in September and 
the continuation of the work of 
the follow up committee. Belief 
in African- Asian solidarity and 
the growth of African unity. 
Stressing that the causes of peo- 
ple as a whole which cannot be 
divided, with a stress on the 
struggle of African peoples and 
international cooperation and 
peace and liquidating colonialist 
bases and clarifying the duties of 
the Arab ciizen. 

The third Arab sum- 
mit — Casablanca, 
Sept. 13-17, 1965 

al Endorsing the council of 
foreign ministers' report. 

b) "Taking note of the league 
secretary general's report. 

c) Supporting Arab solidarity: 
The text of the Arab solidarity 
charter. 

d) Reviewing current interna- 
tional situations. 

e) On the technical side: The 
joint Arab project for the invest- 
ment of the Jordan River waters. 

f) A meeting of the council of 


ership, calling for halting the use 
of force in the world and solving 
problems by peaceful means ana 
helping the success of the Asian- 
African conference in Algiers and 
adopting a united policy towards 
it. A call for a steady Arab 
position towards Africa and 
against Israeli infiltration there 
and in Asia and demanding the 
liquidation of foreign bases and 
backing disarmament and ban- 
ning the spread of nuclear 
weapons and the importance of 
strengthening the United Na- 
tions. 

The fourth Arab sum- 
mit — Khartoum, 
Aug. 29-Sept. 1, 1967 

a) Stressing the unity of Arab 
ranks. 

b) Removing the results of 
occupation. 

cl No reconciliation, no nego- 
tiations with Israel and no recog- 
nition. 

d) Continuing oil supplies. 

e) The establishment of the 
economic and social development 
fund. 

0 Supporting military prepara- 
tion. 

g) Expediting the liquidation of 
foreign bases. 

h) A commitment in funds for 
the removal of the results of 
aggression. 


ral development in Africa. Sup- 
porting Arab-African coopera- 
tion in all fields. 

2. Non-aligned states: Working 
towards its continued existence. 

3. Islamic countries: Convinc- 
ing them to sever ties with Israel. 

4. Western Europe: Seeking to 
change their stand towards Arabs 
and Israel. 

5. Asian states: Convincing 
them to sever ties with Israel. 

6. The Soviet Union and East- 
ern Europe: Working to guaran- 
tee the continuation of their poli- 
tical and military support. 

7. The People's Republic of 
China: Guaranteeing its con- 
tinued backing. 

8. The United States: Explain- 
ing the threats of its alliance with 
Israel. 

e) In the field of Arab informa- 
tion: Contributing to the Arab 
information fund and establishing 
information committees. 

f) Institutionalising regular 
Arab summits. 

g) Setting follow up systems 
and ministerial delegations to ex- 
plain the Arab cause. 

h) Inter- Arab relations: Purg- 
ing and protecting them. 

A special resolution was issued 
to thank Algiers for hosting the 
summit in addition to the inclu- 
sion of the Islamic Republic of 
Mauritania in the Arab League 
and the subscription of Arab 
states to the Arab Bank for in- 
dustrial and Agricultural De- 
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basis of solving Egypt’s cause. 

c) Supporting the struggle of 
the Algerian people. 

d) A salute to Egypt and its 
leader. 

3. The first Arab 

summit — Cairo, 

Jan. 13-17, 1964 

Believing in the just Palestinian 
cause and realising its gravity and 
with determination to return the 
stolen righLs to its people and 
considering the establishment of 
Israel as the main threat that the 
Arab Nation has vowed to avert, 
and emanating from the actual 
participation in joint constructive 
efforts that would unite the 
Arabs, the first Arab summit 
expresses its satisfaction that its 
meetings have resulted in a con- 
sensus by Arab leaders to end 
their differences and clear the 
Arab atmosphere from all im- 
purities and halt all media cam- 
paigns. The summit has decided 
that: 

a) The establishment of Israel 
is a major threat that needs to be 
confronted politically, economi- 
cally and by means of the media. 

b) On the military side: The 
establishment of a United Arab 
leadership. 

c) On the technical side: The 
establishment of an organisation 


tion of the Arab Palestinian peo- 
ple from their land and the estab- 
lishment of a colonialist occupa- 
tion authority which practises ra- 
cial discrimination against the 
Arab minority and insists on 
ignoring United Nations resolu- 
tions emphasising this people's 
natural right to return to its 
homeland and disrespecting repe- 
ated condemnations by the 
organs of the international orga- 
nisation. 

After discussing what Israel in- 
tends to do by its aggression on 
Arab waters by diverting the Riv- 
er Jordan and the great damage it 
would do to the rights of Arabs 
using these waters." with the aim 
of achieving expansionist Zionist 
designs by increasing forces of 
aggression and establishing new 
threats to Arab and world "secur- 
ity. The statement called for ful- 
filling the duly of legitimate de- 
fence. the Palestinian Arab peo- 
ple’s sacred right to self-deter- 
mination and" liberation from 
Zionist colonialism, and deter- 
mined that Arab solidarity is the 
only means to confront colonialist 
ambitions and achieving just 
Arab interests and raising the 
living standard for all. 

The statement goes on to 
reiterate resolutions taken at the 
last summit. 

The second Arab 
summit — Alexan- 


ment of the Palestine Liberation 
Army. 

e) Arab projects to exploit 
Jordan River waters. 

fi Working to unite the efforts 
of nationalists in the occupied 
south and offering them assist- 
ance. 

g) Fighting the British colonial- 
ism in the .Arabian peninsula. 

h) Arab cooperation in the 
nuclear field for peaceful pur- 
poses. 

0 Arab cooperation in the eco- 
nomic, cultural and legal fields. 

j) Information matters: Estab- 


to exploit the Jordan River wa- 
ters and its arteries. 

d) On the financial side: invest- 
ment in water projects through 
the contribution of Arab states. 

e ) The establishment of sound 
basis lo organise the Palestinian 
people. 

f) Establishing a follow up 
committee tor execution. 

g) The summit is to be held on 
a regular basis. 

The closing statement: The 
council of kings and presidents of 
the Arab League met at a summit 
in Cairo at the suggestion of Mr. 
Jamal Abdul Nasser, the presi- 
dent of the United Arab Repub- 
lic. They studied the continuing 
threats and repeated aggressions 
practised by Israel since its cvic- 


dria. Sept. 5-11, 1964 

Resolutions: 

a) An Arab action plan for the 
eventual liberation of Palestine. 

b) On the defence side: Begin- 
ning the execution of projects to 
exploit Jordan River waters and 
providing military protection for 
these projects and the contribu- 
tion of member states in 
financing. 

c) The Palestinian entity: Wel- 
coming the establishment’ of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion and considering it a" repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian 
people. 

d I The military organisation of 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation: supporting the establish- 
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lishing an information policy. 

k) Setting a forthcoming 
summit. 

l) Ruling out the idea of estab- 
lishing a narrow political council. 

The closing statement of this 
conference emphasised support 
for Arab solidarity, defining the 
national goals, confronting "chal- 
lenges, implementing Arab plans, 
welcoming the Palestine Libera- 
tion Organisation, backing its de- 
cisions by establishing the Pales- 
tine Liberation Army and orga- 
nising Arab-international rela- 
tions. A position towards Britain 
in the occupied south and the 
Arab peninsula, supporting Arab 
Gulf Emirates in addition to sup- 
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prime ministers. 

g) The Palestinian entity: The 
establishment of the Palestine 
National Council. 

h) The Palestine Liberation 
Army: Continuing its establish- 
ment and allocating funds for that 
purpose. 

"Hie closing statement included 
the following points: 

A commitment to the Arab 
solidarity charter. Unity of Arab 
states and supporting the Pales- 
tine cause on the international 
and Arab levels. Supporting the 
occupied south (Aden) and the 
Arab Gulf. Continuing invest- 
ment in Jordan River waters and 
supporting the united Arab lead- 
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The fifth Arab sum- 
mit — Rabat, Dec. 
23, 1969 

The summit was held in Rabat 
but did not conclude. No resolu- 
tions or dosing statement were 
issued. 

The sixth Arab sum- 
mit — Algiers, Nov. 
26-28, 1973 

The summit discussed latest 
developments in the Arab and 
international arenas and the ways 
to confront the enemy. The meet- 
ing heard opinions by Arab kings 
and presidents and' their state- 
ments. The following resolutions 
were adopted: 

a) Defining the Arab Nation’s 
aims and adopting the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation as the 
sole representative of the Palesti- 
nian people. 

bl In the military field: Solidar- 
ity and support of the front by 
financial and military means. 

c) In the economic field: Sup- 
porting economic ties and em- 
ploying oil in the battle and 
guaranteeing steadfastness. 

d) In the political field: 

1. African countries: The 
establishment of an Arab-African 
bank for industrial and agricuftu* 


velopment in Africa. 

A statement was addressed tc 
Africa, to the non-aligned mem- 
ber states, to Socialist countriet 
and another to West European 
states. 

The summit's dosing staremenl 
included the establishment of the 
principle of the inadmissibility ol 
forcing a solution on membei 
states, and the conditions foi 
achieving security and peace. TTie 
statement also sa'id that the Octo- 
ber war is the inevitable result ol 
the policy of aggression and con- 
demned the policies of colodalisl 
countries collaborating with 
Israel. It warned against Zionist 
threats to national liberation 
movements in the region. It stres- 
sed the solid Arab will and hailed 
the October war and the growing 
awareness of the Arab Nation. 
The statement warned from 
Israel’s political threats to peace 
and international cooperation. It 
imposed conditions for peace and 
called for serious discussions and 
the continuation of the war ol 
liberation. 

The seventh Arab 
summit conference - 
Rabat, Oct. 26-29, 
1974 

After reviewing the resolution* 
of the sixth Arab s ummi t resolu- 

(Continued on page 7) 
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dons, the seventh Arab summit 
decided that: 

a) The provisional goal of the 
Arab Nation: Liberation and a 
commitment to restore the rights 
of the Palestinian people. 

b) Enhancing the basis of the 
joint Arab action. 

c) The Palestine Liberation 
Organisation is the sole legiti- 
mate representative of the 
Palestinian people. 

d) On the political level: 

1. Strengthening ties with inter- 
national organisations and 
forums. 

2. Presenting the Palestine 
cause hi the 29th session of the 
United Nations General Assem- 
bly as a separate item 

e) On the military level: Secur- 
ing the annual needs to support 
confrontation states and their 
armies. 

f) Amending the league charter: 
Agreement on its amendment 
and forming a committee. 

g) Arab- African relations: 

1. Holding an Arab-African 
summit. 

2. Agreement on a system for 
the Arab fund for technical assist- 
ance to Arab and African states. 

h) Increasing Euro-Arab dia- 
logue. 

i) Economic assistance to both 
republics of Yemen. 

j) Enhancing inter-Arab eco- 
nomic relations. 

k) Following up on resolutions 
on the organisational level. 

l) Uniting the Arab position on 
the Western Sahara problem. 

m) Helping Somalia and 
Mauritania. 

n) Determining the date and 
venue of the forthcoming Arab 
summit. 

o) Thanking Morocco for host- 
ing the summit. 

The six-member ex- 
traordinary Arab 
s ummi t — Riyadh, 
Oct. 16-18, 1976 

At the initiative of Saudi King 
Khalid Bin Abdul Aziz and 
Kuwait's Emir Sheikh Sabah 
Salem Sabah, the summit was 
convened in Riyadh and the fol- 
lowing resolutions were issued, 
calling for: 

a) A ceasefire in all Lebanese 
territories. 

b) Supporting Arab security 
forces in Lebanon. 

c) Returning life to normal in 
Lebanon. 

d) Hie implementation of the 
Cairo agreement. 

e) Stressing the PLO’s respect 
of Lebanon's sovereignty. 

f) An Arab pledge to respect 
Lebanon's sovereignty. 

g) An Arab commitment to the 
Algiers and Rabat summit resolu- 
tions. 

h) Directing information poli- 
cies to promote a spirit of 
brotherhood. 

i) Considering the annex of 
resolutions as a supplement. 

The annex includes a ceasefire 
declaration and an end of fighting 
in all Lebanese territories and the 
setting up of observation points 
consisting of peacekeeping secur- 
ity forces. It orders the withdraw- 
al of armed militias, the confisca- 
tion of heavy weapons and the 
removal of the armed presence 
such as barricades; and the take 
over by the legitimate Lebanese 
authorities of all civil and military 
installations in the country. The 
needed forces would be estab- 
lished to guarantee the imple- 
mentation of the Cairo agree- 
ment. 

The closing statement covers a 
number of resolutions such as the 
announcement of a ceasefire in 
Lebanon. Supporting Arab secur- 
ity forces in the country, a rejec- 
tion of the division of Lebanon in 
addition to the establishment of 
an Arab committee for the imple- 
mentation of the Cairo agree- 
ment and reasserting a commit- 
ment to the Rabat summit resolu- 
tions and the acceptance of the 
PLO as the sole legitimate repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple, and an agreement for the 
reconstruction of Lebanon. 

The eighth Arab sum- 
mit — Cairo, Oct. 
25-26, 1976 

After studying the situation in 
Lebanon and the outcome of the 
six-member Arab extraordinary 
summit in Riyadh. Arab leaders 
decided on the following: 

a) An endorsement of resolu- 
tions adopted at the last Riyadh 
summit and the reconstruction of 
Lebanon. 

b) Stressing a commitment to 
Arab solidarity. 

c) Establishing a fund to fi- 
nance Arab security forces in 
Lebanon. 


d) Renewing the appointment 
of the Arab League secretary 
general. 

e) A decision thanking Egypt 
for hosting the summit. 

The closing statement included 
a welcoming of the outcome of 
the six-member summit in Riyadh 
and an emphasis on the solidarity 
between the Lebanese ana 
Palestinian people within a 
framework safeguarding the 
sovereignty and independence of 
Lebanon and the unity of its 
territories. It pointed with con- 
cern to the situation in South 
Lebanon with a stress on the need 
for the implementation of the 
Cairo agreement. A mutual 
pledge of non-interference in in- 
ternal affairs, the removal of all 
causes for conflict in Lebanon in 
addition to supporting Arab soli- 
darity and hading the steadfast- 
ness of Arabs in occupied terri- 
tories and appealing to world 
nations to condemn Israeli 
aggression. 

The ninth Arab sum- 
mit conference — 
Baghdad, Nov. 2-5, 

1978 

Arab leaders agreed to the 
following: 

a) The conference's non- 
acceptance of the Camp David 
agreements. 

b) Uniting Arab efforts in 
order to redress the Arab 
strategic disorder. 

c) Calling on Egypt to revoke 
the Camp David agreements. 

d) Supporting the northern 
front and the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation and allocating 
annual assistance for the orga- 
nisation. 

e) Adherence to the boycott 
basis. 

f) Developing an Arab in- 
formation policy. 

g) Acknowledging internation- 
al support for Arab causes 

h) Acknowledging the need to 
hold the s ummi t on a regular 
basis. 

i) Moving the headquarters of the 
Arab League and suspending 
Egypt's membership. 

j ) Implementing boycott laws 
on companies and individuals in 
Egypt dealing with Israel and 
distinguishing between foe gov- 
ernment and foe people in Egypt. 

k) Blessing foe joint pan-Arab 
action charter between Iraq and 
Syria. 

l) Approving the role of 
Palestinian people, Syria and Jor- 
dan in confronting foe Zionist 
enemy. 

m) The importance of ending 
foe tragic situation in Lebanon. 

n) Ending foe boycott of foe 
Popular Democratic Republic of 
Yemen. 

o) Following up on foe imple- 
mentation of resolutions. 

p) Thanking Iraq for hosting 
foe summit. 

The tenth Arab sum- 
mit conference — 
Tunis, Nov. 20-22, 

1979 

After studying foe draft agenda 
put forward by foe preparatory 
conference of Arab foreign minis- 
ters between Nov. 15-17, 1979, 
Arab leaders decided that then- 
agenda include the following: 

— The Arab-Isreli conflict and 
developments ensuing from the 
ninth Arab summit conference of 
Baghdad and the strategy for 
joint Arab action for foe coining 
period in all fields. 

— The situation in Lebanon. 

— Any new developments. 

After discussing subjects on foe 
agenda over three days, foe con- 
ference reached foe following re- 
solutions; 

a) Considering foe speeches 
made by Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein and Tunisian President 
Habib Bowguiba as part of foe 
conference's official documents. 

b) Agreeing to a strategy for 
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joint Arab action. Under this 
item, foe conference approved an 
Arab League resolution which 
stipulates foe following: 

— Establishing a committee 
grouping representatives of foe 
following Arab states: Jordan. 
Tunisia, Saudi Arabia, Syria, 
Iraq, Kuwait, Libya, the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation and 
representatives of the Arab 
League secretariate. 

— The said committee would 
undertake to study the ideas and 
proposals included in foe above 
documents and present a working 
paper and recommendations to 
foe league council 

In implementation of foe coun- 
cil's decision, foe committee 
headed by foe Tunisian delega- 
tion met and studied foe working 
papers presented to foe confer- 
ence and after discussing them, 
tabled a joint working paper. 
Based on this paper, foe confer- 
ence issued the following resolu- 
tions: 

a) Stressing foe five basic prin- 
ciples that were reached by foe 
ninth Arab summit conference. 

b) An Arab commitment to 
struggle. 

c) T aking foe necessary mea- 
sures against countries that res- 
tore relations with Israel or 
accept Jerusalem as the enemy's 
capital. 

d) Stressing Arab condemna- 
tion of foe Camp David accords. 

e) Implementing boycott laws 
against foe Egyptian regime. 

f) Enhancing Arab military 
capabilities. 

g) Expediting foe amendment 
of the Arab League charter. 

h) Stressing joint Arab action 
and collective Arab ties and de- 
nying Israel foe Nile waters. 

i) Enhancing relations with foe 
Organisation of Islamic Confe- 
ence, foe Organisation of African 
Unity, foe Non-Aligned Move- 
ment and foe European Com- 
munity and enhancing relations 
with Latin America and the 
Socialist bloc. 

j) Establishing Arab ministerial 
committees to explain foe Bagh- 
dad summit resolutions. 

k) Condemning Washington's 
policies and explaining its dan- 
gers to the American public 
opinion. 

l) Calling for foe convening of 
an emergency meeting of foe 
United Nations General 
Assembly. 

m) Cooperating with Arab ex- 
patriates. 

n) Holding a special session of 
the Arab Economic and Social 
Council. 

Other resolutions adopted 
dealt with foe situation in Leba- 
non, the reconstruction of Leba- 
non, helping Palestinians in 
South Lebanoa in addition to a 
stress on previous resolutions 
concerning foe importance of 
bolding Arab summits on a regu- 
lar basis in Arab countries 
according to their alphabetical 
order. 

At foe end of foe conference a 
final statement was issued in 
which foe following points were 
stressed: The Arab-Israeli con- 
flict is a prolonged conflict. Israel 
is a military, political, economic 
and rivilisational threat. It re- 


newed Arab condemnation of 
Camp David agreements and foe 
Egyptian- Israeli peace treaty. It cal- 
led for opposition to the self-rule 
conspiracy; an appreciation of tbe 
role played by confrontation 
states: discussing foe Arab cause 
in international forums; warning 
countries from restoring ties with 
Israel or recognising Jerusalem as 
foe enemy's capital; continuing 
consultations to achieve foe goals 
of joint Arab action; discussing 
foe development in Arab-interna- 
tional relations and condemning 
the policy of foe United States; 
condemning foe Israeli aggres- 
sion on South Lebanon and reas- 
serting Lebanon’s sovereignty, 
independence and national unity. 
Thanking Tunis for hosting foe 
summit 

The eleventh Arab 
summit conference — 
Amman, Nov. 25-27, 
1980 

Based on foer sixth resolution 
of foe tenth Arab summit, foe 
Amman conference was held and 
after listening to speeches made 
by attending heads of state, the 
conference reached foe following 
resolutions: 

a) The endorsement of foe 
joint Arab action programme. 

b) Tbe ratification of foe pan- 
Arab economic action charter; 
the approval of foe joint Arab 
economic action strategy; foe en- 
dorsement of foe agreement for 
Arab capita] investment in Arab 
states and approval of foe Arab 
joint development decade. 

c) Supporting foe technical 
assistance fund for Arab and 
African states. 

d) Hie convening of Arab sum- 
mit conferences on a regular basis 
in accordance with the 
alphabetical order. 

e) Supporting foe steadfastness 
of foe Palestinian and Jordanian 
people. 

Hie conference thanked Jor- 
dan for hosting foe summit and 
foe Arab League secretariate for 
its efforts. 

The conference also endorsed 
foe following supplements; 

— The joint Arab action prog- 
ramme to confront the Zionist 
enemy in foe forthcoming stage. 

— The pan-Arab economic ac- 
tion charter. 

— The strategy for joint Arab 
economic action. 

— Hie unified agreement for 
capital investment in foe Arab 
World. 

— The Arab economic decade. 

The closing statement included 
points dealing with foe Arab- 
Israeli conflict; adopting political, 
military and economic decisions 
in this regard; adhering to a 
united Arab stand towards the 
causes of Palestine and Jeru- 
salem; supporting foe independ- 
ence of foe Palestine Liberation 
Organisation; stressing foe right 
to practise foe responsibilities of 
handlin g foe future of foe Palesti- 
nian people by foe Palestinian 
people themselves represented by 
foe Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation; foe conference also 
stressed that United Nations Re- 


solution 242 was not compatible 
with Arab rights and did not form 
a suitable basis for solving foe 
Middle East problem especially 
that of Palestine; the conference 
underlined Arab leaders' inten- 
tion to abort foe Camp David 
agreements. It issued a salute to 
the Arab Egyptian people which 
forms an important part of tbe 
Arab Nation; foe conference cal- 
led for looking into the conflict 
between Iran and Iraq, calling on 
both parties to observe an im- 
mediate ceasefire and to seek a 
solution to foe dispute by peace- 
ful means. The conference sup- 
ported Iraq’s legitimate right to 
its land and waters in accordance 
with international agreements 
signed by botb countries. It wel- 
comed Iraq’s positive response to 
foe appeals of foe Organisation of 
Islamic Conference, foe United 
Nations and tbe Non-Aligned 
Movement for a ceasefire and to 
a resolution of the conflict 
through negotiations. The confer- 
ence appealed to Iran to recipro- 
cate foe Iraqi response. 


His Majesty King Hussein and 
Khartoum in 1967 (FUe photo) 
adopt foe following principles as 
foe text of foe Arab peace plan, 
for solving foe Arab-Israeli con- 
flict: 

— Israel's withdrawal from all 
Arab territories occupied-in 1967 
including Arab Jerusalem. 

— Removing settlements built 
by Israel in Arab territories after 
1967. 

— Secu ring foe freedom of 
worship andthe practice of reli- 
gious rituals for all faiths in the 
holy places. 

— Stressing foe Palestinian 
people’s right to self-determina- 
tion and foe practice of its in- 
alienable national rights under 
foe leadership of the Palestine 
Liberation Organisation, foe sole 
legitimate representative of foe 
Palestinian people; repatriations 
for those who do not wish to 
return. 

— The West Bank and Gaza to 
be put under foe supervision of 
foe United Nations for a tran- 
sitional period that does not ex- 
ceed few months. 

— The establishment of an 
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defence of all Arab territories 
and considering every aggression 
agains t any Arab state as an 
aggression against all Arab states. 

d) Discussing foe situation in 
the African Horn; supporting the 
Democratic Republic of Somalia, 
supporting its sovereignty and 
ousting the Ethiopian force from 
its territories. 

e) Establishing a ministerial 
committee to study foe amend- 
ment of foe Arab League charter 
and related regulations. 

p The allocation of funds to 
build a headquarters for foe Arab 
League. 

g) Supporting foe steadfastness 
of foe Palestinian and Jordanian 
people. 

h) Establishing a fond for foe 
reconstruction of war-ravaged 
Lebanon. 

i) Setting a date for convening 
foe thirteenth Arab summit in 
Saudi Arabia in Nov. 29S3. 

j) An initial agreement on sub- 
jects to be studied by a meeting of 
foe council of foreign ministers in 
foe preparatory meeting in Fez 



Arab leaden bead to the conference hall for the first Arab summit held in Cairo in 1964 (FUe photo) 


The closing statement conde- 
mned the Israeli aggression 
against Lebanon and stressed tbe 
importance of strengthening ties 
with Islamic nations, internation- 
al organisations, in addition it 
condemned foe United States for 
its continued support for Israel 
politically, militarily and econo- 
mically, and its attempt to brand 
foe Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation with terrorism. It called 
for settling Arab disputes in addi- 
tion to approving four joint pan- 
Arab economic action charters. 

The twelfth Arab 
summit conference — 
Fez, Nov. 25, 1981 
(second session Sept. 
6-9, 1982) 

The summit passed foe follow- 
ing resolutions: 

a) Discussing foe south Leba- 
non problem and forming a com- 
prehensive strategy to stop 
Israel's aggression against South 
Lebanon. 

b) The conference derided to 


independent Palestinian state 
with Jerusalem as its capital. 

— The Security Council to 
guarantee peace among all conn- 
tries in foe region including the 
independent Palestinian state. 

— The Security Council to 
undertake to guarantee foe im- 
plementation of foe above princi- 
ples. 

c) Discussing foe Gulf war with 
a commitment to solidarity in 


and Hamdia. 

Hie dosing statement covered 
foe following: 

Approving foe text of foe Arab 
peace plan; condemning the 
Israeli aggression against Leba- 
non and foe Palestinian people; a 
declaration of commitment to de- 
fend all Arab territories in rela- 
tion to foe Iran-Iraq war; con- 
sidering every aggression against 
any Arab state as an aggression 


against all Arab states; sue 
mg foe Democratic Republic of 
Somalia in tSe protection of its 
sovereignty on its lands and foe 
ousting of foe Ethiopian force 
from Somalian lands; establishing 
an Arab committe to conduct 
contacts with the permanent 
members at foe United Nations 
Security Council to follow up on 
foe conference's resolutions re- 
garding foe Arab-Israeli conflict. 

The extraordinary 
Arab s ummi t confer- 
ence — Casablanca, 
Aug. 7-9, 1985 

The conference convened at 
foe request of King Hassan II of 
Morocco to enhance Arab soli- 
darity and support joint Arab 
action based on foe principles of 
foe Arab League charter, its re- 
solutions and agreements. The 
conference looked into important 
Arab issues in a spirit of under- 
standing and consideration of foe 
joint Arab rights and interests. 
The dosing statement induded 
foe following main points: 

The establishment of two com- 
mittees to dear foe atmosphere 
between Arab states; a strong 
denouncement and deep regret 
for Iran’s insistence on continuing 
foe war and its repeated attacks 
on Iraq. On foe Palestine ques- 
tion, foe joint Jordanian-Palesti- 
nian action plan was considered 
as a work plan for the imple- 
mentation of foe Arab peace plan 
to achieve a peaceful, just and 
comprehensive settlement that 
guarantees foe withdrawal of 
Israeli occupation forces from all 
occupied territories beginning 
with holy Jerusalem. 

The conference expressed 
great concern for the deteriora- 
tion in foe situation in Lebanon in 
a way that threatens foe destiny 
and unity of Lebanon as a land 
and people. The conference sev- 
erely denounced terrorism in all 
its forms and sources beginning 
with the Israeli terrorism in ana 
outside foe occupied Arab terri- 
tories. Tbe conference asked 
King Hassan II to continue his 
contacts on international level to 
clarify Arab causes. Tbe confer- 
ence reviewed with great concern 
foe latest developments in South 
Africa and expressed thanks to 
Morocco for hosting foe summit 




Tbe llfo Arab summit in session (FUe photo } 
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Capsule profiles of Arab states attending summit 

The capsule profiles of the Arab League members was compiled by P.V. Vivekanand with information gathered tom the Middle East Review 1986 and the World Almanac 1987. 



Chadli Benjedid 

Algeria: 


The Democratic 3nd Popular Re- 
public of Algeria 
Head of State: President Chadli 
Benjedid, born April 14. 1929; in 
office since Feb. 9. 1979. 
Capital: Algiers 

Population: 20.9 million (19S5) 
Area: 2.581,741 square 
kilometres 

Currency: Algerian dinar 
Gross national product: S5I.7 bil- 
lion i 1 9S4 ) 

Per capita income: S2.0S5 (19S4) 
Economy: Oil and gas. Industries 

— Steel, textiles, fertilizers and 
plastics. Main crops — grains, 
vine-grapes, potatoes, dates, 
tomatoes and oranges. Minerals 

— mercury, zinc, lead. coal, cop- 
per and phosphates. 

Political system: Republic 



Isa Ibn Salman AJ Khalifa 

Bahrain: 


The State of Bahrain 
Head of state: The emir. Sheikh 
Isa Ibn Salman A! Khalifa. Bom 
July 3, 1933; in office since Nov. 
2. 1961. 

Capital: Manama 
Population: 431,000 (1985) 

Area: 676 square kilometres 
Currency: Bahraini dinar 
Gross domestic product: $4.3 bil- 
lion (1984) 

Per capita income: $6,315 
Economy: Oil and gas. Industries 
— Aluminium and Steel. Chief 
crops — Fruits and vegetables 
Political system: Traditional emi- 
rate 


Jaber Al Ahmad A1 Sabah 

Kuwait 


The State of Kuwait 

Head of state: The emir. Sheikh 

Jaber Al Ahmad Al Sabah, bom 

in 1928, in office since Jan. 1. 

197S. 

Capital: Kuwait City 
Population: 1,710,000 (1985) 
Area: 17,8 IS square kilometres 
Currency: Kuwaiti dinar 
Gross national product: $22 bil- 
lion (1984) 

Per capita income: $11,131 
Economy: Oil and gas as well as 
marine products. 

Political system: Constitutional 
monarchy 



Hassan Goutad Aptidon 

Djibouti: 


The Republic of Djibouti 
Head of state: President Hassan 
Gouled Aptidon; in office since 
June 24. 1977 
Capital: Djibouti-ville 
Currency: Djibouti franc 
Main Languages (other than .Ara- 
bic): Somali. Saho-Afar 
Population: 345.000 (1983) 

Area: 23.310 square kilometres 
Gross national product: $307 mil- 
lion (19S4) 

Per capita income:, $400 (19S2)' 
Economic resources: Minerals — 
Salt 

Political System: Republic 



Amin Gemayd 

Lebanon 


The Republic of Lebanon 
Head of state: President Amin 
Gemayel. bom in 1943. In office 
since Sept. 23. 1982 
Capital: Beirut 

Population: 2.6 million (esti- 
mated in 1985) 

Area: 10.452 square kilometres 
Currency: Lebanese pound 
Gross national product: S3 billion 
(1985) 

Per capita income: $1,150 (1985) 
Economy: Industries — Oil pro- 
ducts. food processing, cement, 
textiles and building equipment. 
Chief crops — Fruits, olives, 
tobacco, grapes, vegetables and 
groins. 

Political system: Parliamentary 
Republic 


Saddam Hussein 


Iraq 


The Republic of Iraq 
Head of state: President Saddam 
Hussein Al Takriti. Bom in 1935; 
in office since July 16. 1979. 
Capital: Baghdad 
Population: 16 million (1987) 
Area: 434,924 square kilometres 
Currency: Iraqi dinar 
Gross national product: $31 bil- 
lion 1 198D 

Per capita income: $2,410 (1981) 
Economy: Oil and gas. Industries 

— Textiles, petrochemicals, oil 
refining and cement. Chief crops 

— grains, rice, dates and cotton. 



1 - -‘r- 

. - “ ’ - . 1 • ,’.i*V 

'*.• • '-Sa 

• - ■ V .v. : - 


Jordan: 


The Hashemite Kingdom of 
Joran 

Head of state: King Hussein Ibu 
Talal, born Nov. 14. 1935, 
assumed office on Aug. II, 1952 
Capital: Amman 
Population: Around 3.3 million 
(1983) 

Area: 98.000 square kilometres 
Currency: Jordanian dinar 
Gross domestic product: $4.2 bil- 
lion (...) 

Economy: Phosphates and ferti- 
lizers. Industries — Cement, tex- 
tiles, steel, food processing. Chief 
crops — Grains, fruits and veget- 
ables 

Political system: Constitutional 
monarchy ' 


Muammar Qadhafl 

Libya 


The Socialist People’s Libyan 

Arab Jamahiriyab 

Head of state: Colonel Muammar 

Oadhafi. bom in Sept. 1942, 

assumed power in September 

1969. 



Capital: Tripoli 

Population: 3.72 million (1985) 
Area: 1,761,132 square 
kilometres 

Currency: Libyan dinar 
Gross domestic product: $25 bil- 
lion (1984) 

Per capita income: $7,000 
Economy: Oil and gas. Industries 
— Carpets, textiles and pet- 
roleum products. Chief crops — 
Dates, olives, fruits and veget- 
ables. grains (mainly wheat and 
rice). 

Political system: Islamic Arabic 
Socialist “masses-state." 




Sultan Qaboos Ibn Said 


Capital: Muscat 
Currency: Omani riyal 
Main Languages (other than Ara- 
bic): English 

Population: 1,228,000 (1985) 
Area: 320,000 square kilometres 
Gross national product: $7 billion 
(1983) 

Per capita incomme: $2,400 
Economic resources: Oil, marine 
products, dates, fruits and veget- 
ables 

Political system: Absolute 
monarchy 


Maaoniya On id Taya 

Mauritania 


The Islamic Republic of Mauri- 
tania 

Head of state: President Colonel 
Maaouiya Ould Sid’ahmad Taya, 
in office since December 1981. 
Capital: Novakchott 
Population: 1.7 million (1985) 
Area: 1,030,700 square 
kilometres 
Currency: Ouguiya 
Gross domestic " product: $614 
million 

Economy: Chief crops — dates 
and grain. 

Minerals — Iron and ore 
Political system: Military Re- 
public 



Mohammad Said Barre 

Somalia 


Somali Democratic Republic 
Head of state: President Moham- 
mad Said Barre, born 1919; in 
office since Oct. 21. 1969 
Capital; Mogadishu 
Currency: Somali shilling 
Main languages (other than Ara- 
bic): Somali, English and Italian 
Population: 7.5 million (1985) 
Area: 625,541 square kilometres 
Gross national product: $1.2 bil- 
lion (1983) 

Per capita income: less than $500 
(1983) 

Economic resources: Chief crops 
— incense, sugar, bananas, corn, 
sorghum. Minerals — Iron, tin, 
bauxite, uranium 
Political system: Independent re- 
public 


Khalifa Ibn Hamad AJ Thani 



Qatar 


The State of Qatar 
Head of state: Sheikh Khalifa Ibn 
Hamad Al Thani, born 1932: in 
office since Feb. 22. 1972 
Capital: Doha 
Currency: Qatari riyal 
Main languages (other than Ara- 
bic): English 

Population: 300.000 (1985) 

Area: 11.437 square kilometres 
Gross national product: $5.9 bil- 
lion (1983) 

Per capita income: $22,130 (19S3) 
Economic resources: Oil 
Political system: Traditional emi- 
rate 



King Hassan 11 

Morocco 


The Kingdom of Morocco 
Head of state: King Hassan Ii, 
bom July 9. 1929; in office since 
March 3. 1961 
Capital: Rabat 
Currency: Moroccan dirham 
Main languages (other than Ara- 
bic): Berber, Spanish and French 
Population: 21.0 million (1984) 
Area; 711,000 square kilometres 
Gross nationa/domestic product: 
$2.7 billion (1983) 

Per capita income: $220 (1983) 
Economic resources: Minerals — 
Phosphates, antimony, cobalt, 
manganese, lead, oil and coal. 
Chief crops — Grains, vegetable 
and fruits, dates and grapes. 
Political system: Constitutional 
monarchy 



Oman 


The Sultanate of Oman 
Head of state: Sultan Qaboos Ibn 
Said, bom Nov. 18, 1942; in 
office since: July 23, 1970 


King Fahd Ibn Abdul Aziz 

Saudi Arabia 


The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
Head of state: King Fahd Ibn 
AbdullAziz .bom 1922; in office 
since June 13. 1982 
Capital: Riyadh 
Cunency: Saudi riyal 
Main languages! other than Ara- 
bic): English 

Population; 11.150,000 (1985) 
Area: 2,149,690 kilometres 
Gross domestic product: $110.5 
billion (1983) 

Per capita income: $11,534 (1983) 
Economc resources: Oil and gas, 
gold, silver and iron, wheat, bar- 
ley and dates 

Political system: Monarchy with 
appointed ministers 


Mohammad Mirghani 

Sudan 


The Democratic Republic of 
Sudan 

Head of state: Mohammad Mir- 
ghani: in office since May 6, 1986 
Capital: Khartoum 
Currency: Sudanese pound 
Main languages (other than Ara- 
bic): English, Nilotic. Nilo- 
hamitic 

Population: 22,972,000 (1985) 
Area: 2,505,813 square 
kilometres 

Gross national product: $27.3 bil- 
lion (I9S3) 

Per capita income $361 (1983) 
Economic resources: Industries 
— textiles and food processing. 
Chief crops — Gum Arabic. Sor- 
ghum. cotton, sesame, peanuts, 
rice, coffee, sugarcane, tobacco, 
wheat and dates 
Political system: Republic 



Hafez Al Assad 


Syria 

The Syrian Arab Republic 


Head of state: President Hafez Al 
Assad, bom: March 1930; in 
office since Feb. 22, 1971 
Capital: Damascus 
Currency: Syrian pound 
Main languages( other than Ara- 
bic): French and English 
Population: 10 million 
Area: 185,180 square kilometres 
plus 1,295 square kilometres of 
the occupied Golan Heights 
Gross national product: $16.5 bil- 
lion (1985) 

Per capita income: $1,680 (1983) 
Economic resources: Oil pro- 
ducts, textiles, tobacco, glass- 
ware. sugar, brassware. Chief 
crops — Cotton, grain, olives, 
fruits and vegetables. Minerals — 
Oil. phosphate, gypsum 
Political system: Socialist re- 
public 



Zine Al Abidine Bin Ali 

Tunisia 

The Republic of Tunisia 
Head of state: Zine Al Abidine 
Bin Ali: in office since Nov. 7, 
1987 . 

Capital: Tunis 
Currency: Tunisian dinar 
Main languages (other than Ara- 
bic): French 

Population: 7,259,000 (1985) 
Area: 163,610 square kilometres 
Gross national product: $8.S bil- 
lion (1984) 

Pere capita income: $844 (1983) 
Economic resources: Industries 
— Food processing, textiles, oil 
products, construction material, 
tourism. Chief crops — Grains, 
dates, olives, fruits and veget- 
ables. Minerals — Phosphates, 
iron. lead, zinc 
Political system: Republic 





Zayed Ibn Sultan Al Nabayan 

UAE 

United Arab Emirates 
Head of state: President Sheikh 
Zaycd Ibn Sultan Al Nahayan. 
bom 1923: in office since Dec. 2, 
1971 

Capital: Abu Dhabi 
Currency: UAE dirham 
Main ianguages(other than Ara- 
bic): English, Hindi, Farsi, Urdu 
Population; 1.21 million (1983) 
Area: 40.559 square kilometres 
Gross national product: $25 bil- 
lion (19S3) 

Per capita income: $23,000 ( 1983) 
Economic resources: Oil 
■Political system: Federation of 
seven Arab Gulf emirates 

North Yemen 

The Yemen Arab Republic 
Head of state: President Ali 


Ali Abdullah Saleh 


Abdullah Saleh, born 1942; in 
office since July 17, 1978 
Capital: Sanaa 
Currency: Yemeni riyal 
Main languages (other than Ara- 
bic): English 

Population: 7 million (1985) 
Area: 195.000 square kilometres 
Gross national product: $3.9 bil- 
lion (1983) 

Per capita income: $478 ( 1977- 
1978) 

Economic resources: Industries 

— Textiles, cement. Chief crops 

— Wheat, sorghum, gat, fruits 
and vegetables 

Political system: Republic 

Palestine 

(occupied) 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
born 1929: in office since 1969. 
Main languages: Arabic, Heb- 
rew. English 

Area: 72,000 square kilometre 
Gross national product: Not 
available 

Per capita income: Not available' 
Economic resources: Not avail- 
able 


Haidar Abu Bakr AJ Attas 

South Yemen 


Peoples Democratic Republic of 
Yemen 

Head of state: Haidar Abu Bakr, 
in office since Feb. 14. 1985 
Capital: Aden 
Currency: Yemeni dinar 
Main languages (other than Ara- 
bic): English 

Population: 2.16 million (1983) 
Area: 332.96S square kilometres 
Gross national product: $1 billion 
(1985) 

Per capita income: $310 (1983) 
Economic resources: Industries 
— Transhipment. Chief crops — 
Cotton, grains. 

Political system: Republic 



Yasser Arafat 


Masri: Summit seeks consensus 


(Continued from page 1) 

speech at 5 p.m. Following the 
opening ceremony, the Arab 
leaders will move to the Plaza 
Hotel for closed-door delibera- 
tions which will be launched by 
the speeches by the King and Mr. 
Klibi. 

Speaking at Sunday's press 
conference, which was attended 
by over 200 journalists, Mr. Mas- 
ri said all Arab states would be 


represented by (heir heads of 
state except for Saudi Arabia, 
which will be represented by 


Crown Prince Abdullah Ibn 
Abdul Aziz, and Tunisia, which is 
sending its Foreign Minister 
Mahmoud Ai Mestiri. Mr. Masri 
said that Jordan had not yet re- 
ceived any information on who 
will represent Libya at the confer- 
ence. 

Mr. Masri, who is the summit 
conference's official spokesman, 
said that the participation of 
Arab states on this level reflected 
what Arab people expect from 
their leaders. 

"Now, more than at anytime 
before, there is a need to heal 
rifts and bypass differences in the 
Arab World and join hands to 
confront dangers that threaten 
the Arab Order and existence,” 
said Mr. Masri. 

Pointing to “the historic re- 
sponsibility” shouldered by Arab 
leaders, Mr. Masri said the Arab 
World “is passing through a cri- 
tical stage with threats to its 
present and future... this is an 
extraordinary summit indeed. 
What is needed and expected is 
also extraordinary, because the 
background (to the summit) is 
extraordinary.” 

Mr. Masri said King Hussein 
had exerted substantive and sin- 
cere efforts towards uniting Arab 
ranks, backed by Arab leaders 
who he said contributed to these 
efforts. 

The foreign minister refused 
comment on news from Tunis 
that President Habib Bourguiba 
had been deposed by his second- 
in-command Prime Minister Zein 
AJ Abedeen Ibn Ali. He said that 
to the best of his knowledge the 
same delegation, led by the Tuni- 
sian foreign minister, would be 
attending the summit. “At this 
point I cannot comment on this. 
But our policy in Jordan is to 
consider this development as part 
of (Tunisia’s) internal affairs — 
and it will remain as such.” 

In reply to a question on Saudi 
Arabia s participation in the sum- 
mit, Mr. Masri said Crown Prince 
Abdullah would be here “with a 
full mandate.” He added that* 
“we would have liked to see King 
Fahd here, but whatever are the 
reasons (for the monarch not to 
attend), we respect their deci- 
sion, especially that they are 
sending the crown prince with a 
full mandate.” 

“The Saudi participation will 
be strong,” he stressed. 

Asked whether summit resolu- 
tions were to be adopted on the 
basis of consensus or a majority, 
Mr. Masri said the issue was 
something to be decided by the 


Arab leaders themselves. He said 
King Hussein "will do what is 
satisfactory for Arab leaders.” 

On Libya’s participation, and 
statement by Libyan leader 
Muammar Qadbafi who has said 
he would not be attending the 
summit, the foreign minister told 
the news conference that he 
would refrain from comment on 
statements by an Arab leader, 
adding that, “this summit was not 
held at the initiative of one coun- 
try... it came with an almost 
unanimous initiative on the part 
of Arab states.” 

• Asked what would be the con- 
ference's position vis-a-vis the 
American military presence in 
the Gulf, Mr. Masri pointed out 
that foreign presence in the Gulf 
was not limited to the United 
States. “Several major powers 
have a presence in the Gulf. The 
summit may discuss the whole 
foreign presence in the Gulf, but 
it is premature to predict the 
details," Mr. Masri said. 

Asked whether improvements 
in U.S.-Soviet relations would 
effect Arab action on the Gulf 
war and the Arab-Israeli conflict, 
Mr. Masri said bilateral Arab- 
Soviet and Arab- American con- 
tacts were continuing with the 
aim of ascertaining the positions 
of both superpowers on Arab 
causes. 

He said the summit would seek 
to ensure “the best way to end 
the Gulf war, and that agreement 
between the two superpowers 
would not harm the interests of 
the Arab Nation." 

The summit convenes one 
month before U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev are scheduled 
to meet in Washington. 

“We must not let any agree- 
ment between them to reflect 
negatively on our region," Mr. 
Masri said. 

Asked whether the timing of 
the scheduled meeting between 
tinned Nations Secretary Gener- 
al Javier Perez de Cuellar and 
representatives of Iraq and Iran 
in New York would hinder the 
chances for a strong resolution on 
the war during the summit, Mr. 
Masri said: “Arab leaders are 
very eager to support efforts of 
the secretary general.” 

Noting reports that the Iraqi 
foreign minister is scheduled to 
meet with the U.N. chief in New 
York immediately after the sum- 
mit, Mr. Masri said a unanimous 
resolution on the Gulf war “will 
help Iraq tremendously and 
strengthen all efforts to end the 
war.” 

Mr. Masri stressed that strong 
Arab resolutions would be “the 
best message the Arab World can 
send" to the superpower summit- 

When asked whether a failure 
of the summit would be a serious 
setback, he said: “Yes, it would 
be serious if it failed,” 

"But,” he added, “I assure you 
it won’t." 

Asked on the subjects on the 
agenda, the foreign minister said 
Arab leaders were free to raise 
any subject. 
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Arab leaders converge on Amman for summit 



Arab 
leaders 
arrive for 
summit 

(Continued from page 4) 
dence in Amman's Fourth Circle 
area. 

Mr. Gemayel held a round of 
talks with Sheikh Issa, who is also 
staying at a private residence in 
Amman. Sheikh Issa later met 
with King Hussein at the same 
residence. Mr. Gemayel also cal- 
led on Sheikh Zayed, while Mr. 
Attas visited Sheikh Zayed later. 
THfe Bahraini emir also met with 
Sheikh Zayed. 

Most Arab heads of state, in- 
cluding His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, are staying- at" the Amman 
Plaza Hotel tn the Shmetsani dis- 
trict. where the summit's closed 
sessions will be held. King Has- 
san will be staying at the newly- 
refurbished residence of the 
Moroccan ambassador in Am- 
man. Prince Abdullah Ibn Abdul 
Aziz will be staying at the Saudi 
ambassador's residence in the 
Urn Uthaina area, while Presi- 
dent Assad is staying at a private 
residence. 


Ning fiussem visitea tne iraq 
president at the place of his resi 
dence. The meeting was attended 
by Iraq's ambassador to Jordan, 
Ghafel Jassem Hussein. Then, 
the King visited President Saleh 
and Mr." Attas. The meeting was 
attended by the foreign ministers 
of the North Yemen and South 
Yemen, Dr. Abdul Karim A1 
Arvani and Mr. Abdul Aziz AI 
Dali respectively. 

King Hussein also met with 
Sultan Qaboos. The meeting was 
attended on the Omani side by: 
the deputy prime minister for 
legal affa'irs, Mr. Fahd Bin 
Mahmoud A I Said: Mr. Qaiss 
Zawawi, deputy prime minister 
for financial and economic 
affairs: Mr. Saif Bin Hamad, 
chief of the sultani court; Mr. 
Abdul A 2 iz Al Rawwass, the 
minister of information; Mr. Yus- 
sef Bin Alawi, the foreign minis- 
ter; and Lieutenant-General Ali 
Majed, head of the office of the 
Sultan. 

President Saleh received in his 
residence President Hussein for a 
meeting during which the two 
leaders discussed the develop- 
ments in the Gulf war and efforts 
towards achieving Arab solidarity 
within the framework of the Arab 
summit. Petra said that the North 
Yemeni leader assured the Iraqi 
president of his country's sunport 
tor Iraq in defence of the 
sovereignty on its territories. 
President Saleh later returned the 
visit at President Hussein’s resi- 
dence. 

Sultan Qaboos also received 
Sheikh Issa. The Omani leader 
also met with Mr. Barre. In addi- 
tion, President Assad received in 
his residence Mr. Alias. 

King Hussein also called on 
President Barre, in a meeting that 
was attended by the Somali de-- 
legation to the summit. His 
Majesty then met with President 
Gemayel and, later. President 
Benjedid. The King conferred 
with Sheikh Issa and Chairman 
Mirghani, as well. 


Moscow warns of nuclear war threat and 
denounces quest for military supremacy 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet De- 
fence Minister General Dmitiy 
Yazov told the traditional Re- 
volution Day military parade on 
Red Square on Saruitiay that the 
threat of nuclear war persists and 
he denounced the quest for milit- 
ary superiority. 

But he lightened his tough re- 
marks by noting the "special im- 
portance" of next month's sum- 
mit in Washington; where Krem- 
lin leader Mikhail Gorbachev and 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan 
will sign a pact banning super- 
power intermediate-range nuc- 
lear arms. 

“Despite favourable trends on 
-the international stage, the situa- 
tion in the world remains compli- 
cated. The threat of nuclear war 
persists,” said Gen. Yazov, who 
was flanked by Mr. Gorbachev, 
and Soviet President Andrei 
Gromyko. 

"Reactionary imperialist cir- 
cles. ignoring the lessons of his- 
tory, are continuing to strive for 
military superiority,” he de- 
clared, in remarks clearly pointed 
at the United States. 

The military display marking 
the 70th anniversaiy of the Bol- 
shevik Revolution began as Gen. 
Yazov, saluting smartly from an 
open olive-grey limousine under 
light snow, reviewed troops of the 
Moscow garrison assembled on 


Red Square. 

He then joined Mr. Gorbachev 
and the top Soviet leadership 
atop the red-and-black granite 
mausoleum to Vladimir Lenin, 
who led the 1917 revolution and 
founded the Soviet state. 

Gen. Yazov said Mr. Gor- 
bachev and Mr. Reagan would 
discuss proposals to reduce their 
stockpiles of strategic weapons by 
50 per cent when they meet in 
Washington on Dec. 7. 

He said this project would be 
discussed in the context of an 
understanding between the two 
powers to observe the 1972 Ann- 
Ballistic Missile (ABM) treaty for 
an agreed period. 

Although Gen. Yazov did not 
directly refer to Mr. Reagan's 
strategic defence initiative (SDI), 
or "Star Wars,” his message 
against attempts to achieve milit- 
ary superiority appeared to refer 
to the U.S. programme for a 
weapons shield in space. 

, Moscow has frequently said it 
considers SDI an offensive rather 
than a defensive system which 
Washington wants to deploy in 
order to establishe world domina- 
tion from space. 

Soviet officials contend that 
strict observance of the ABM 
treaty would limit development 
of "Star Wars.” They want the 
treaty to remain flnnly in place 



Gen. Dmitry Yazov 

for seven to 10 more years.’ 

Gen. Yazov, appointed to 
oversee a military shake-up last 
may after a young West German 
violated Soviet airspace and flew 
a light plane to Red square, said 
the armed forces stood "vigilantly 
on guard” against any aggression. 

In the face of the continuing 
imperialist threat, he said, the 
Soviet authorities “are taking the 
necessary measures to strengthen 
the country's military might at a 
level which will ensure that no- 
one will seek to disturb our 
peaceful life.” 

His speech was followed by an 


artillery salute and the national 
anthem. The parade then began 
wilh a march-past of troops dres- 
sed in uniforms of the civil war 
period which followed the revolu- 
tion and in World War II military 
kit. 

Red Guards in black leather 
jackets and red arm bands were 
followed by cavalry units, some 
of the horses pulling olive green 
gun carriages mounted with Max- 
im machine guns. 

Cadets from Soviet military 
academies paraded past the 
mausoleum, where Cuban Presi- 
dent Fidel Castro and the leaders 
of Bulgaria, East Germany, Po- 
land and Romania were standing 
with members of the ruling Soviet 
politburo. 

Among them was Moscow 
Communist Party chief Boris 
Yeltsin, who offered to resign at a 
top-level party meeting last 
month. There have been strong 
indications that Mr. Yeltsin, a 
Gorbachev ally who stood near 
the Kremlin leader, would retain 
his post. 

Faring the mausoleum was a 
giant red portrait of Lenin and 
two huge posters, one with slo- 
gans from 1917 — “All power to 
the Soviets,” "Peace to the peo- 
ples," "Land to the Peasants” — 
the other with the slogans of Mr. 
Gorbachev's 1987 reforms. 


Iran reportedly massing forces 
for new offensive against Basra 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — Iran 
has mobilised large numbers of 
Revolutionary Guards and regu- 
lar army units for a new Gulf war 
offensive against Iraq's southern 
city of Basra, diplomats in Bagh- 
dad report. 

A senior Asian diplomat told 
Reuters on Saturday his embassy 
in Tehran had reported that 
thousands of troops had moved to 
the southern war jEront in recent 
weeks, both from other combat 
areas and from newly recruited 
units. 

Military analysts outside Iraq 
have predicted for some time that 
Iran would tiy to launch a winter 
ground offensive across the 
southern border into Iraq, once 
the scorching summer tempera- 
tures in the region began to fall. 

And Iran itself has declared 
that it might choose to force a 
military solution to the seven- 
year-old conflict, given the cur- 


rent stare of near-deadlock in 
United Nations efforts to achieve 
a ceasefire. 

Iran’s chief war spokesman. 
Parliamentary Speaker Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani, called last 
week for a “decisive military ac- 
tion” with "a resolute move on 
the battlefields,” to swing the 
war, both militarily and political- 
ly, to Tehran’s advantage. 

The Iranians still hold a narrow 
4.5-by-two kilometres strip of Ira- 
qi territory, less than 20 
kilometres east of Basra, which 
they occupied at the cost of heavy 
casualties in an offensive against 
Basra launched last December. 

They also occupy an area of 
about 18 square kilometres 
around Iraq's disused southern 
oil terminal on the Fao Peninsula, 
southeast of Basra at the end of 
the Gulf. 

This is the site from which Iran 
is believed to have launched mis- 


Iranians used long-range 
guns to hit U.S. -owned 
tanker in southern Gulf 


Soviet team in Geneva 
for talks on nuclear testing 


Freed S. Korean hostage 
said to have seen Waite 


GENEVA (Agencies) — The 
head of the Soviet delegation to 
talks with the United States on 
limiting nuclear test blasts said on 
Saturday that Moscow set great 
srore by the negotiations and 
believed they could help end nuc- 
lear testing. 

The full-scale negotiations, 
which begin on Monday, are the 
first since' 1981, when the Reagan 
administration came to power 
and broke off tripartite negotia- 
tions with the Soviet Union and 
Britain on a comprehensive nuc- 
lear test ban treaty. 

Igor Palenykh, deputy head of 
the Department for Peaceful Uti- 
lisation of Nuclear Energy and 
Space in the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry, flew in from Moscow on 
the 70th anniversary of the Bol- 
shevik Revolution. 

“The Soviet Union attaches 
great significance to these nego- 
tiations... and believes that they 
will make a substantial contribu- 
tion to solving a major disarma- 
ment problem — cessation of 
nuclear testing,” he told repor- 
ters in an arrival statement at 
Geneva’s Cointrin airport. 

“The day after tomorrow, on 
Nov. the 9th the first round of 
theSoviet-U.S. full-scale negotia- 
tions on the limitations and even- 
tual cessation of nuclear testing 
will open here in Geneva,” he 
added. 

When U.S. Secretaiy of State 
George Shultz and Soviet Foreign 
Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 


met in September, they agreed to 
begin bilateral negotiations be- 
fore December. 

The head of the U.S. delega- 
tion, Robert Barker, is expected 
to arrive from Washington on 
Sunday. 

Mr. Barker and his Soviet 
counterpart at the time, Andro- 
nik Petrosyants, headed their 
countries' delegations in six 
rounds of expert-level talks which 
have taken place since July 1986. 

The expert-level talks aimed to 
overcome opposing views and 
agree on an agenda for full-scale 
negotiations. 

The American position is that 
some testing is needed as long as 
nuclear weapons exist. The 
Soviets wanted immediate nego- 
tiations on a complete ban. 

The formula accepted in 
Washington is largely in line with 
the U.S.-proposed step-by-step 
approach. It concentrates first on 
effective verification, or anti- 
cheating measures, for two test 
limitation treaties that have not 
been ratified but abided by tacit- 
ly, according to both sides. 

Mr. Palenykh, asked on Satur- 
day whether Moscow envisaged 
negotiating on nuclear testing 
with Britain and France, replied: 

“Our goal is to solve this issue 
on a bilateral basis first of all. But 
we take into account other states 
possessing nuclear weapons as 
well, and are ready to start tripar- 
tite negotiations.” 


BEIRUT (R) — A militia source 
said on Saturday that kidnapped 
British church envoy Terry Waite 
was apparently seen by a freed 
South Korean diplomat while 
held hostage in Lebanon. 

The source said diplomat Do 
Chae-Sung saw two other hos- 
tages he identified as French- 
man Roger Auque and German 
Rudolph Cordes and a third cap- 
live who fitted Mr. Waite's de- 
scription. 

The source told Reuters that 
Do described the third foreign 
hostage as a very tall, bearded 
man wth his hair combed back- 
wards. The man was wearing a 
thick ring on a finger. 

"Do saw Waite,"’ said the 
source, who has proved reliable 
in the past. “Do’s description of 
the third captive applies to Waite 
’more than any of the other hos- 
tages. None of the others is that 
tall and Waiie wears a ring like 
that." 

British embassy officials de- 
clined to comment. 

Mr. Waiie, an envoy for 
Archbishop of Canterbury 
Robert Runcie. vanished on Jan. 
20 after going to west Beirut to 
meet the kidnappers of Amer- 
icans Terry Anderson and Tho- 
mas Sutherland. 

A senior Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial in Seoul said on Friday that 
Mr. Do told colleagues he was 
unable to formally identify some 
hostages he saw but recognised 
one as a “famous journalist.” 


Mr. Anderson, head of the 
Associated Press bureau in Beirut 
when abducted in 1985, is consi- 
dered the best-known journalist 
among the 26 foreigners still mis- 
sing and believed kidnapped in 
Lebanon. 

South Korea’s Assistant Fore- 
ign Minister Park Soo-Gil sug- 
gested Mr. Do. 44, was confused 
and weakened when he told re- 
porters on his return to Seoul on 
Tuesday that he had not seen 
other foreign hostages. 

The source said Mr. Do com- 
municated with Mt. Cordes and 
Mr. Auque but got no response 
whenever he tried to talk to the 
one believed to be Mr. Waite. 

Mr. Auque, 31, a news photo- 
grapher and radio journalist, was 
seized by gunmen on Jan. 13, 
1987, and Mr. Cordes, a business- 
man, was abducted on Jan. 17 in 
west Beirut. 

“We pledged to each other that 
whoever is released first will do 
his best to get the others out," the 
source quoted Mr. Do as saying 
before leaving west Beirut for 
Seoul last Saturday. 

Mr. Do was freed five days 
earlier and protected by the Amal 
militia until he flew out of Beirut 
on Saturday, security sources 
said. 

Amal acted as an intermediary 
in the release of Mr. Do, who was 
abducted as he was being driven 
to work at- South Korea’s 
embassy on Jan. 31, 1986, the 
sources said. 


BAHRAIN (AP) — Crewmen 
aboard a U.S.-managed tanker 
said Saturday they never saw the 
vessel, believed to be an Iranian 
navy frigate, that shelled their 
ship with long-range guns in a 
pre-dawn attack in the southern 
Gulf. 

At least five rounds from the 
warship's 4.5-inch guns hit the 
103,584-ton Grand Wisdom on 
Friday, but it escaped with re- 
latively minor damage and no 
casualties, shipping sources said. 

The tanker was anchored off 
Dubai Saturday with five large 
holes in its stem and side where 
the shells hit. 

The 290,083-ton tanker Mid- 
dletown, escorted by the U.S. 
frigates Tbach and Ford, was 
moving down the Gulf in the 16th 
convoy since the U.S. navy's 
escort operations for American- 
flagged Kuwaiti tankers began in 
mid-July. 

The convoy left Kuwait Friday 
and was expected to pass 
Bahrain, about halfway along its 
S80-kilometre journey late 
Saturday. 

The raid on the Grand Wisdom 
was originally blamed on Revolu- 
tionary Guards. 

But experts discounted this be- 
cause the holes in the tanker, as 
much as 61 centimetres wide, 
were too big to have been made 
by the shoulder-fired rocket- 
propelled grenades the comman- 
dos use in their close-quarter 
attacks. 

Friday's assault was the first by 
Iran on a neutral vessel since Oct. 
24. It was believed to be in 
reprisal for an Iraqi air strike that 
damaged a shuttle tanker off 
Iran's coast Thursday. 

The sources, speaking on con- 
dition of anonymity, said the Ira- 
nian attacker was believed to be 
tbe Alvand, a 1,540-ton frigate, 


whose guns have a range of up to 
22 kilometres. 

They said that in darkness, the 
attacker probably was much clos- 
er than that. But they quoted 
Grand Wisdom crewmen as 
saying they did not see the ship 
that fired on them. 

U.S. military officials, who 
asked they not be named, said the 
Alvand operates in the southern 
Gulf where it has attacked other 
ships and served as a mother ship 
for smaller armed boats that have 
attacked neutral vessels. 

It is one of four British-built 
frigates in Iran's navy. Apart 
from 4.5-inch guns, it is armed 
with two types of sea-skimming 
anti-ship missiles. It rarely, if 
ever, flies the Iranian flag, ship- 
ping sources said. 

There was no shrapnel or other 
evidence to indicate the Grand 
Wisdom was hit by missiles or the 
smaller rocket-propelled gre- 
nades, the sources said. 

The crewmen said they thought 
eight rounds were fired, with 
three landing in the water. 

Five hit the ship, exploding 
inside the crew's quarters, a 
storeroom and other areas. A 
small fire - was controlled within 
an hour. 

U.S. officials said the missile 
frigate Rentz was on routine pat- 
rol 65 kilometres to the north- 
east, too far away to assist the 
tanker if it had been asked, which 
it was not. 

“The captain of the Grand 
Wisdom reported that he had a 
fire on board after the attack. But 
at no time did he request assist- 
ance, either from the Rentz or 
from the port itself,” a navy 
official said. 

The damaged tanker later 
anchored near the Rentz. But the 
frigate did not escort it as some 
reports bad suggested. 


siles against Kuwait over its sup- 
port for Iraq. 

But they are up against a rein- 
forced Iraqi defence ring round 
Basra, composed of the Third 
and Seventh Army Corps, plus 
special forces, volunteer units, air 
force and missile detachments 
which diplomats estimate at 
around a quarter of a million 
men. 

Two major Iranian thrusts to- 
wards Basra were bearen back in 
the last winter offensive with Ira- 
qi war communiques reporting 
well over 2UU,l«K‘ enemy troops 
killed or wounded. 

Tehran said at the time its 
ground offensives were aimed not 
at capturing Basra, but at “de- 
cimating" the Iraqi armed forces. 

Iraq's defence minister. Adnan 
Khairaliah. recently toured front- 
line positions in the Third. Sixth 
and Seventh Army Corps seclois 
in the region. 


FAO opens 
conference; 
Saoma seeks 
third term 

ROME (R) — The U.N. Food 
and Agriculture Organisation 
(FAO) on Saturday began a 
three-week conference which will 
decide whether to give its incum- 
bent director-general an unpre- 
cedented third term in office. 

The agency's plenary confer- 
ence. which convenes every two 
years, will also Jiscuss world food 
and agricultural problems includ- 
ing the threat of a new famine in 
Ethiopia. 

After a ceremonial opening, 
delegates of the 158-member 
organisation elected Kuwait's 
minister for commerce and indus- 
try, Faisal Abdul Razaq Al Kh;:- 
lid, as conference chairman. 

A FAO spokesman said 132 
nations were presented at the 
opening. Only countries attend- 
ing the" conference can vote. 

On Monday delegates will vote 
in a secret ballot to decide 
whether the incumbent director- 
general, Lebanese Edouard 
Saouma. should serve an unpre- 
cedented third six-year term or 
give way to challenger Moise 
Mensah of Benin. 

Supporters of both Mr. 
Saouma and Mr. Mensah have 
said each candidate has been 
promised enough votes for vic- 
tory in the simple majority ballot. 

The run-up to the election has 
been less bitter than the UN- 
ESCO leadership fight in which 
the U.N. cultural agency’s long- 
serving director-general. Ama- 
dou Mahtar M'bow of Senegal 
stepped down in favour of Feder- 
ico Mayor of Spain. 

Mr. Saouma is backed by Latin 
America, the Middle Hast 
France, Belgium, some southern 
European countries and the Arab 
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NBA season opens with 
victory by L A. Lakers 


NEW YORK (AP) — The National Basketball 
Association (NBA) opened its 1987-88 season Friday 
night with 11 games, including a victory by the 
defending champion Los Angeles Lakers. 


The Lakers lost their home 
opener after winning their two 
previous championships — in 
1985 and 1982. Against Seattle on 
Friday, they trailed the Super- 
sonics 81-70 in the third quarter, 
then scored 25 of the next 30 
points to win 113-109. 

“It's a relief and a monkey off 
our backs." said Magic Johnson, 
last season's playoff and regular 
season most valuable player. “I 
felt like a little kid all day, and I 
had a little nervousness in my 
stomach. I would have heated to 
win a lot of championships and 
not win the first game of the 
season." 

Johnson scored 10 of his game- 
high 26 points in the fourth quar- 
ter and A.C. Green added 21 for 
Los Angeles. 

Elsewhere, it was Geveland 
114, New Jersey 108; Phi- 
ladelphia 108, Indiana 95; Atlan- 
ta 114; Washington 92;.. Detroit 
110. New York 99; Boston 125;: 
Milwaukee 108; Dallas 95, Utah 
93: Houston 108, San Antonio 
102; Denver 139, Los Angeles 
Clippers 93; Sacramento 134, 
Golden State 106; and Portland 
118, Phoenix 104. 


Celtics 125, Bucks 108 

Boston, carrying three rookies 
for the first time since 1974, got 
28 points, 15 rebounds and eight 
assists from Lany Bird and 20 
points from Fred Roberts. Terry 
Cummings had 26 points and 
Randy Breuer 23 for Milwaukee. 

Kings 134, Warriors 106 

Sacramento romped in Bill 
Russell's debut as coach with Otis 
Thorpe scoring 31 points, includ- 
ing nine straight in a span of 1:26 
in the fourth quarter. Eric Floyd 
led Golden State with 29 points, 
including 18 in the third quarter. 


points and hit 10 of 13 shots from 
the field as Philadelphia started a 
season without Julius Erving for 
the first time since 1976. The 
Pacers were led by Chuck Per- 
son's 21 points. 

Hawks 114, Bullets 97 

Dominique Wilkins had game- 
high totals of 34 points and 14 
rebounds for Atlanta, which led 
7345 by halftime. 

Moses Malone scored 12 of his 
32 points in the third quarter for 
Washington. 

Pistons 110, Knicks 99 

Detroit spoiled the NBA debut 
of New York coach Rick Pitino as 
Isiah Thomas scored 21 points. 
Gerald Wilkins had 25 for the 
Knicks. 



KISSING THE DIRT: W. German motorcycling star Anton Mong rides to victory with ‘a baby’s 
bottle’ (Photo INP/Bongarts) 


Olympic medallist pleads 
guilty in steroid ring case 


Trail Blazers 118, Suns 104 Cavaliers 114, Nets 108 


Kiki Vandeweghe scored 12 of 
his 32 points in the fourth quarter 
as Portland pulled away. Clyde 
Drexler and' Steve Johnson had 
22 points each for Portland. Wal- 
ter Davis topped the Suns with 23 
points. 17. of them in the second 
half. •- -i 

76ers 108, Pacers 95-. 

Charles Barkley scored 29 


Cleveland was the only road 
team to win on opening night 
when Ron Harper scored 26 
points and Brad Daugherty 
started a 10-2 fourth-quarter 
spurt with a 3-point play at New 
Jersey. 

New Jersey got 23 points from 
Buck Williams and 22 from Mike 
Gminski. 


SAN DIEGO (R) — British 
Olympic runner David Jenkins 
has pleaded guilty to charges of 
taking part in a multi-million- 
dollar ring that supplied athletes 
with illegally imported body- 
building anabolic steroids. 

Jenkins, 35, who won a silver 
medal for Britain at the 1972 
Munich Olympics, pleaded guilty 
to four counts of an original 
110-count indictment in a deal 
with prosecutors that reduced the 


Woman ends round-the-world solo sail 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — A 
21-year-old woman completed a 
2V£year, 27,000 miles (43,450- 
km) solo sail around the world 
Friday and said the best moment 
of the trip was the end. 

“I wouldn't want to do it again, 
not alone,” said the sailor, Tania 
Aebi, after her arrival at the 
South Street Seaport. 

The woman believed to be the 
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youngest person and the first 
American female ever to sail 
round the world singlehanded 
said of her two-year trip that the 
best part was getting home. 

“When I left I didn't know 
what I thought. Now I've seen 
life,” said Tama Aebi, whose 
father Ernst, a graphics artist, 
bought her the sailboat for the 
trip she chose to make in lieu of 
attending university. 

“I’m happy to be home. My 
best moment is now,” said the 
5-foot 4-inch (160-cm) New York 
native, who had some sailing ex- 
perience but worked as a bicycle 
messhtigerbefoteshdlefton May 
28, 1985 aboard the 21-foot (7- 
metre)‘ $loop Vaftina, leaning 
“God of wuid and water” in 
Sanskrit. 

Aebi looked died but was jo- 
vial and happy and handled ques- 
tions graciously after spending 
the night anchored near the entr- 
ance to New York harbour in 
30-degree (F) (minus one centig- 
rade) temperatures and rough 
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Aebi, who received a trium- 
phal welcome in the harbour as 
coast guard cutters and a police 
launch towed her boat to a slip 
near the financial district, and 
who received a congratulatory 
telegram from President Reagan, 
said storms and loneliness were 
her worst enemies. 

She collided with a freighter as 
she manoeuvred through the 
Suez Canal. Her boat capsised at 
one point, righting itself but with 
the loss of electronics gear. 

Also, along the way, her 
mother Sabine died of cancer and 
Aebi interrupted her trip to fly 
■home. • 

. -Apart 'from.thab.she said: “My 
worst moments, I guess, were the 
several times I was in storms.” 

“It was also pretty bad when I 
met new friends and had to pack 
up and leave again,” she said at a 
news conference. 

Asked if she would make the 
trip again, said: “I wouldn't do it 
the same way. I would do it 
again, but not by myself... with 
other people. I don't like to be by 
myself.” 

Aebi said she fell in love with a 
man she met on the Island of 
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maximum sentence he faced. 

The deal reduced the max- 
imum sentence Jenkins faced 
from 60 years to 10 years in 
prison. He also could be fined SI 
million. 

U.S. district Judge J. Lawrence 
Irving set sentencing for May 9. 
1988 and allowed Jenkins to re- 
main free on $750,000 bail until 
then. 

Jenkins, a native of Leicester, 
England, who now lives in Cali- 


fornia. pleaded guilty to conspira- 
cy to defraud the United States, 
possession of counterfeit steroids 
for sale, smuggling mislabelled 
steroids and receiving steroids 
illegally imported from Mexico. 

As part of the plea bargain, 
Jenkins wifi not be forced to 
cooperate with the government in 
its prosecution of more than 30 
other co-conspirators named in 
the indictment handed up by a 
U.S. grand jury last April. 


Vanuatu in the south Pacific, 
another around-the-world sailor, 
and they parted in Malta. 

She told reporters she did not 
know if she would marry Olivier 
Berner, 35, a Swiss geologist, 
who was in New York to greet 
her. 

‘Td have to ask him,” she said 
in response to reporters who 
asked of her marriage plans. 

Aebi did not make the entire 
trip alone since she picked up a 
woman passenger in the south 
Pacific islands who wanted to sail 
to the next island about 80 miles 
(130 km) away. That was ex- 
pected to affect any record she 
might have held for the voyage. 

Aebi, who once described his 
daughter's trip as safer than driv- 
ing on the New Jersey turnpike 
on a Saturday night, said he gave 
her the sloop on condition she 
support herself during the trip by 
selling stories about it to publica- 
tions at various ports of call. 

The experience will leave her 
as “an accomplished journalist” 
at an early age, said Aebi. 

Ms. Aebi crossd the Atlantic 
Ocean in 1984 with her father and 
some friends in a 29-day passage. 


Service with a smile from 
the Iranian tennis joker 


PARIS (R) — It has never been a 
problem for the Ukes of Ivan 
Lendi. but for Mansour Bahraini 
it is insurmountable — he just 
cannot take tennis seriously. 

The thickset Iranian with the 
walrus moustache and thinning 
hair has beguiled spectators at 
the French Open this week with 




ultimate defeat against Yannick 
Noah. 

Bahraini, who can never resist 
the opportunity of a gag, fooled 
Noah with a faked “fluffed” ser- 
vice. larked around repeatedly 
and even emulated the French- 
man’s trademark trick-shot when 
he hit one return between his 
legs. 

The Iranian, whose tennis 
career came to a temporary halt 
amid the upheavals of the Islamic 
revolution, is a skilful and accom- 
plished player, whose deft touch 
belies his lowly 253rd world 
ranking. 

But inside the potential winner 
is an inveterate crowd-pleaser. 

"Other players would have 
tried more to win, especially with 
Noah holding his stomach,” the 
Paris-based Iranian admitted af- 
ter his 7-6, 64 second round 
defeat against an opponent play- 
ing with a pulled abdominal 
muscle. 

“But I never really thought of 
winning. I just wanted to make 
the crowd laugh. It’s been like 
that all my life I’ve lost 15,000 
matches that way.” 

“I think T have to try to win, I 
have to be serious’. ‘But when I 
get on court I can't do it’.” 

Bahrami is canny enough to 
turn the clowning to his advan- 


tage at times, fully aware it can 
unnerve opponents to see his 
creeping up towards the net with 
exaggerated stealth to face a 
second service. 

“1 do it to make the crowd 
laugh, to irritate my opponent 
and make him serve a double- 
fault,” he said after deploying the 
tactic against rattled Frenchman 
Tarik Benhabiles 

Bahrami, 31, settled in France 
in 1980 and has resident status, 
but does not play on the interna- 
tional circuit as much as he might 
like because of visa problems. 

He said the French authorities 
make biro return to France after 
each individual trip, so he cannot 
string together a series of tourna- 
ments in different countries. 

Bahrami stressed he was not a 
political refugee and said he 
would visit Tehran after his next 
tournament in Frankfurt, making 
his first journey home since 1983 
when he went back to visit his 
dying father. 

Growing up poor in Tehran,’ 
he first experienced tennis as a 
ball-boy and practised by hitting a 
ball against a wall with a straw . 
brush." His first chance of playing 
properly came when he was 12. 

Bahrami, who won a trophy for 
being the friendliest player off 
court earlier this year, was 
hooked and went on to lead Iran 
in the Galea Cup Youth Com- 
petition, played in the Davis Cup 
and even "beat" veteran Austra- 
lian Rod Laver in an exhibition. 

Noah said it was refreshing to 
see someone having fun on court, 
though the Iranian's antics had 
worked against him on a key 
point. 
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SPORTS IN BRIEF 


Ilingsen likely to miss Olympics 

MUNICH, West Germany (AP) — West German decathlon star 
Juergen Hingsen may be forced to miss next year’s Olympic 
Games in Seoul because of a chronic inflammation of the left 
kneecap, his physician has said. “If the treatment does not 
produce any improvement by the end of the month, he will 
probably have to give up the Olympics,” Dr. Annin Kluemper of 




29, was admitted to the hospital Wednesday. 

Pulled muscle sidelines Noah 

PARIS (AP) — France’s Yannick Noah had to withdraw from the 
$840,000 Paris Open on Friday with a pulled stomach muscle that 
will sideline him at least three weeks. iNoah was scheduled to play 
Netherlands’ Michiel Schapers in a quarterfinal match. However 
he was still hurt following his second-round match against Iran’s 
Mansour Bahrami the previous evening. 

TV alleges error in long jump medal 

ROME (AP) — Italian sports authorities are probing the 
possibility that American long-jumper Larry Myiicks lost a 
bronze medal at the World Track and Field Championships in 
Rome last September because an error in measurement gave third 
place to an Italian athlete. The controversy over the long-jump 
competition, in winch Giovanni Evangelisti edged Myricks for the 
bronze medal on Sept. 5, was featured in the nightly news on 
I talian state-run television Thursday night. A computer-graphics 
device illustrated the azmarent mistake in measurement of 
EvangeUsti's best leap. At the championships, Evangelisti was 
officially credited with a third-place jump of 8.38 metres (27.49 
feet). Myricks finished fourth with 8.33 metres (27.33 feet). The 
graphics device gave results only marginally different from the 
official measurements of winner Carl Lewis of the United States 
and second-place finisher Robert Emmiyan of the Soviet Union, 
as well as Myricks. 

Swiss skiers top most FIS points lists 

MILAN, Itlay (AP) — Swiss skiers, who dominated last season's 
World Cup and the World Alpine Championships. toD all but two 
points lists of the International Ski Federation (FIS). The lists, 
which will regulate first-group starters in eight men's and women's 
disciplines of the forthcoming 1987-88 competitions, were made 
public in Milan on Friday as FIS announced the new commercial 
sponsor for the World Cup races. Lavazza, Italy's largest coffee 
distributor, will invest 3 million Swiss francs (about S2 million) a 
year for three years for exhibiting its trade mark in ski races on 
two continents. World Cup defending champion Pirmin Zurbrig- 
gen led the FIS lists in super-giant. Fellow-Swiss and world 
champion Peter Mueller led the men's downhill. 

10th chess game drawn after 30 moves 

SEVILLE, Spain (AP) — The 10th game of the World Chess 
Championship between title-holder Garri Kasparov, playing 
white, and challenger Anatoly Kaipov was agreed drawn Friday 
after only 30 moves at the suggestion of Kasparov. The score in 
the match remains tied at 5-5. Each player has scored two 
victories, with six games ending in a draw. The winner of the 
24-game series requires 12.5 points or six victories. A win scores 
one point and a draw a half. In the event of a 12-12 tie Kasparov 
will retain his title. 

Robinson becomes highest paid athlete 

SAN ANTONIO, Texas (AP) — Former navy basketball centre 
David Robinson has signed a contract with the San Antonio Spurs 
that reportedly wifi pay him at least $24 million, making turn the 
world’s highest paid athlete. Robinson, who has to serve two 
years in the navy, said be did not plan to ask to be relieved of that 
commitment. The No. 1 draft pick in the. National Basketball 
Association (NBA) draft and die college player of the year said he 
was not entirely attracted by the money. "There is no amount of 
money I would have signed for if they did not have a commitment 
of making this franchise better,” Robinson said. “This was a very 
tough decision for me and I had to sit down and talk with some 
people about it “I decided this was the place I wanted to be,” he 
said. The 7-foot- 1 (215.9 cm) Robinson was supposed to have 
signed a contract before the morning news conference but he, his 
agent and Spurs officials had to hammer out details of the pact. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR 
RENT 

Consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, L-shaped salon, 
dining and living room, nice fully-equipped kitchen. 
Location: Abdoun, behind Abdoun Supermarket. 

Please call tel: 818665, after 11:00 a.m. 


Canon z 

UVDQJL9 


PHOTO PRODUCTS EXHIBITION 

Canon, Mamyia, Metz, Jobo, TETENAL Sunpak, Kinderman. Forte. 
Hoya, Reflecta and many other brands. 

At Fayoumi Centre, Wadi Saqra. 

Tel: 632613, 632623, Amman. 

Open 8 am to 7 p.m. daily. 


FOR SALE 

1977 model Oldsrgdbildr c.ar, full automatic, duty free, 
diplomatic plates, in very goeg. condition. 

Mr. Konac, tel: 641251-52 from9:C0tr.m.-2:00 p.m. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

A 2-bedroom villa located in Sweifiya, behind Electricity 
Authority. It has 2 bedrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
reception, two bathrooms, with a garden and a separate 
■ entrance. 

For more informations, please contact tel: 652006. 


FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 

The apartment consists of 2 bedrooms, lounge and salon, with 
utilities, independent central heating and telephone. 

Location: Opposite Jordan University, behind Cardova Res- 
taurant. 

Please call: 843161. 


FOR SALE 

Indesit Automatic Washing Machine, heats its own water 
excellent condition. 

Call: 673056. 


ARCH. CENTRE 

A Saudi firm of consultants are immediately looking for; 

— Two qualified architects 

— Two quantity surveyors 

To work at their head office in Riyadh, Saudi Arabia. 
Qualified candidates with good knowledge of the English 
language should send their C.V's to: 

P.O. Box 5333, Amman, Jordan. 
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Cinema 


CONCORD 


Tel: 6774201 f Cinema 


THE LIVING 
DAYLIGHTS 

Cinema will be closed 
from 2-12/11/87 

PtfriwmaiKCs J:.H I. h cm. fcJW. Ilhjil 



OPERA 


Tel: 6755731 fCinema 





plaza 


Tel: 677420 


TAKE IT EASY 

Cinema will be dosed 
from 2-12/11/87 

Pcrf-jraanaa 3:.V), h.tXl. 8:30. IOz.Vi 
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OAPEC calls on Arab 
petroleum industry 
to develop research 


KUWAIT (OPECNA) - The 
Arab petroleum industry has 
come in for criticism for its inabil- 
ity to establish an effective re- 
search and development capa- 
bility. 

An editorial in the current 
issue of “Bulletin," a monthly 
publication of the Organisation of 
Arab Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries (OAPEC). argues that it is 
erroneous to think that long-term 
research and development is an 
academic activity which sucks in 
huge funds to a "bottomless pit.” 

This impression, it adds, may 
be based on research lacking in 
concrete objectives and proper 
planning that has been carried 
out at certain unspecialised re- 
search institutions. 

The editorial calls for joint 
efforts to launch a big research 
and development project in the 
Arab World, describing it as “the 
only alternative" as individually 
no Arab country can afford to 
invest the entire resource require- 
ment. 

“Without big research pro- 
jects, the Arab petroleum indus- 
try will be perpetually dependent 
on buying foreign technology', 
packaged and ready for use,” 
OAPfiC noted. 

The editorial concedes that 
long-term applied research in the 
refining industry, among others, 
is time consuming and projects 


requiring 10 years or more have 
to be carefully planned with 
"patience and commitment." 

"It is remarkable that this fun- 
damental shortcoming has not 
been fully appreciated by either 
financial authorities or research 
managements," adds the Bulletin. 

While admitting that the attain- 
ment of research and develop- 
ment objectives is never certain 
and the probability of failure is 
high in all scientific work, posi- 
tive results are always possible. 
Innovative research and develop- 
ment programmes yield an aver- 
age of one success for every five 
undertaken. 

"Today's high-tech petroleum 
industry largely owes its existence 
to the research and development 
systems of private oil com- 
panies,” says the OAPEC com- 
ment. 

The editorial asserts that the 
future of the Arab petroleum 
industry, especially the down- 
stream sector in which more than 
$40 billion has been invested in 
the last 10 years, must be under- 
written by indigenous Arab re- 
search and development as it is 
alone which is “the source of all 
new knowledge that maintains an 
industry's viability in such a high- 
ly competitive international mar- 
ket as that of refined products 
and petrochemicals." 


Maxwell to buy large 
equity in Bell Howell 

SKOKIE, Illinois (R) — British media magnet Robert Maxwell will 
seek to buy more thart half of Bell Howell, a publisher and 
mail-equipment manufacturer already the object of much takeover 
attention, the company said on Friday. 

Mr. Maxwell, who failed to take over U.S. publisher Harcourt 
■ Brace Jovanovich in May, has been reported to be interested in Bell. 
Howell’s textbook business. 

Beil Howell, once a manufacturer of small movie cameras and slide 
projectors, is now a big presence in computerised data-base 
publishing, mail* processing equipment, information storage and 
cassette clubbing of movies tor the home video rental market. 
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From the CarroH Righter Institute 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
early part of the day will be a good 
time to get much accomplished in 
the way of business and financial af- 
faire, but later on you may run in- 
to some irritating, difficult situa- 
tions which could alow you down. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 13) Any 
short trips or errands which are 
necessary should be made early to- 
day. Work on getting your home af- 
fairs in order this evening. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to Mey 20) If 
you bring your desires down to a 
more practical level, you’ll be able 
to get much more accomplished. 
You have excellent ideas now. 

GEMINI (May 21 to Jane 21) 
There may be some stumbling 
blocks in your path today, but keep 
your eye on the Sniah line and you'll 
make it through to the end. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 to 
Jul. 21) You'll have many inspired 
ideas today, but be sure you jot 
them down, as your memory is not 
elephantine at alL 

LEO (Jnl. 22 to Aug. 21) Don't be 
afraid to make changes in your 
plans if you come across an oppor- 
tunity which seems better than 
what you now have. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 to Sept. 22) 
Follow the directions of a superior. 


even if they seem a bit erroneous 
right now. Save some time in your 
schedule for recreation. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 22) 
Listen to the views of others; the 
sun does not rise and set to make 
yonr day. Don't just talk about 

your ideas, make use of them. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
Decide with your mate what you 
would both like to do to make this 
a very happy day. Be sure you get 
an early start thus morning. 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) A partner can help you plan a 
new strategy for success. Use your 
charm to gain more prestige in 
public. Drive carefully. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jan. 20) 
If you sit all day and don't get 
much exercise, find a way to ; 
remedy this situation. Enjoy a 
quiet evening at home. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 2) to Feb. 19) 
Get into some amusements which 
you really enjoy, bnt have little 
time for during the week. Go out on 
the town with your mate tonight. 

PISCES (Feb. 20 to Mar. 20) 
Hava a happy morning at home, 
but avoid arguments after lunch. 

. Have friends in this afternoon, and 
different ones this evening. 


THE Daily Crossword by Jeanne Wilson 


ACROSS 
1 Levee 
5 Lively Latin 
dance 

10 Hungry man's 
slice 

14 Wotsn 

15 Dutch - 

16 Tramp 

17 Musical sign 

18 Carp cousin 

19 Merely 

20 Party held by 
Hawkeys? 

£2 Spooky 

24 Lasso 

25 “Of - and 
Men" 

26 BO0 

29 Money belt? 

33 Oct 
birthstones 

34 Same 

35 — Guevara 

36 TV’s - Carter 

37 Small change 

38 Study hard 

39 Three in Roma 

40 “Tiny 
(Albee) 

41 City of 
brotherly love: 
abbr. 

42 Mess hell 
mate®? 

44 "The - Girts” 

45 Orient 

46 Mediocre 

47 Goldilocks' 
hosts 

49 Ogden's skin 
problem? 

53 Munich mister 

54 Golf dubs 

58 Division word 

57 Posted 

55 Ancient Qt. 
belts 

59 Brad 

60 Three-spot 
Precipitous 

62 Raison d' — 

DOWN 

1 Students' pad 

2 Thought 
5 Osculate 
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Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


4 Bewitch 

5 Belts 

6 Part of a 
Stein line 

7 Jacob's wife 

8 Bursa 

9 Non-believers 

10 Seasides 

11 Anderson 
ol TV 

12 Competent 

13 Lad 

21 Foreman 
23 Yodeler's 
feedback 

25 Photo finish 

26 Calendar 
division 

27 "Manon" e.g. 

28 Wheezes 
25 Snap 

30 Caustic 

31 Oil producer 

32 Macho fellow 
34 Believer 

37 Noteworthy 
works 


oninn ninnnn nnng 
01300 00000 nnnra 
nnoacinnrnnn nnnn 
nninarannn nnnnnn 
nan nran annum 
oon noon Finn 
nanrin rannnm non 
nrairc onnnn noun 
nnn itcoitc ijitchh 
nm onna mnn 
nHnnn nrnn onn 

nnnn ngircnanmin 
hitch nnircra nnnn 

nnnra nnnna anno 


38 Pool necessity 

40 Heb. month 

41 Luxurious 

43 Hale’s partner 

44 Back -lanes 
chatter 

40 “A votrs — ” 
47 Suds 


48 Crossword 
bird 

49 Pry 

50 MedL subj. 

51 Mix 

52 Pit 

53 FDR's VP 
55 Soak flax 


Amman Financial Market 
will reopen next week 

Trading at the Amman Financial Market (AFM) 
during last week amounted to 683,181 shares for a 
total value of JD 1,185,474 spread over 918 
contracts. The activities were nearly 50 per cent 
below the weekly average because trading covered 
only two sessions (on Saturday, Oct. 31 and Sunday, 
Nov. 1). The AFM closed on Monday, Nov. 2 and 
will reopen shortly after the end of the emergency 
Arab summit. 


Share prices drop again 


Big Kuwaiti investor 
buys stake in B.P. 


TOKYO (R) - Tokyo share 
prices fell slightly in half-day 
Saturday trading, reflecting Wall 
Street's lower close on Friday, 
dealers said. 

The 225-share index closed 
158.01 points lower at 22,637.01, 
the day's worst level, after a 
165.37 gain on Friday with ex- 
port-linked shares such as elec- 
tronics continuing to suffer from 
the weak U.S. dollar. 

Trading was light with institu- 
tional investors on the sidelines 
due to uncertainties about' which 
way both Wall Street and the 
yen/dollar rate would move next 
week. 

The dollar closed lower in New 
York at 134.95 yen and 1.6700/10 
West German marks, close to its 
record post-war lows, although 
trading was quiet in marked con- 
trast to its volatility for most of 
the week. 

Dealers said the currency was 
weighed down by doubts over the 
.ability of Washington to work out 
a plan to cut the U.S. budget 
deficit. 

Congressional and White 
House negotiators have held two 
weeks of talks but no agreement 
is yet in sight. 

The dollar hit a post-war low of 
134.40 yen in Tokyo on Friday. 

Wall Street stock prices drop- 
ped suddenly at the end of Fri- 
day’s session after New York 
Stock Exchange officials said a 
half hour before the dose that 
computerised programme trading 
would once again be permitted. 

The Dow Jones industrial aver- 
age. which earlier had been up as 
much as 20 points, ended at 
1,959.05, down 26.36 points for 
the day and 34.48 points for the 
week. 

Computer-based trading in- 
volving quick sales or purchases 
of large blocks of stock has been 
blamed for steepening the mas- 
sive Oct. 19 sell-off, when the 
Dow dropped 508 points. 

On Oct. 20, in an effort to tame 
the market, the exchange asked 
members to refrain from using its 
computer system for trades. 

Gold futures closed higher on 
Friday because of buying by pro- 
fessionals following Thursday's 
drop to five month Tows. Decem- 
ber gold gained $2.90 to $462.10 
an ounce. 

Treasury bond prices were hurt 
when a surprisingly strong job 

S owth in October doused hopes 
r a quick cut in the key Federal 
Reserve discount interest rate. 

The bellwether 30-yeawr bond 
finished lower, pushing its yield 
up to 8.85 per cent from 8.79 per 


cent on Thursday. 

Shares in London sank on jit- 
ters about recessionary fears link- 
ed to the size of the U.S. deficit 
and the key stock index closed IS 
points down at 1,620.8. 

Central bankers open meeting 
in Basle today 

Meanwhile, central bankers 
from the leading industrial na- 
tions meet in Basle on Sunday for 
the first time since the world 
stock market crash, and financial 
analysts say they seem to have 
little choice but to accept the 
dollar’s latest slide. 

Despite repeated central bank 
intervention on the foreign ex- 
change markets and attempts to 
“talk up” the dollar, the U.S. 
currency has lost about six per 
cent of its value since they last 
came to the Swiss headquarters of 
the Bank for International Settle- 
ments (BIS) on Sept. 7. 

Even last week's coordinated 
European interest rate cuts and 
central-bank dollar buying did 
little to stem the falls, largely 
because of doubts over the extent 
of U.S. commitment to prop it up 
and worries over the U.S. budget 
deficit. 

“If ail central banks and poli- 
tical leaders could agree on the 
means to halt the dollar and stick 
to that, it should be possible to 
stop the dollar's fall in a con- 
certed effort,” a spokesman for 
the Dutch central bank said. 

Analysts said such agreement 
seemed virtually unattainable, 
particularly after U.S. Treasury 
Secretary James Baker was 
quoted in the Wall Street Journal 
on Thursday as saying that, given 
a choice between recession in the 
United States and a further slide 
in the dollar, Washington will 
choose a lower dollar. 

There were also doubts over, 
how far Europeans will sacrifice 
their own monetary policy goals 
to prop the dollar. The West 
German Bundesbank cut its re- 
latively unimportant Lombard 
rate and not the discount rate last 
week, analysts said. 

Mr. Hans Meyer, number 
three in the Swiss National Bank, 
said in a radio interview last 
week that recent intervention had 
been small and intended to 
smooth the dollar's slide. 

‘‘The regular monthly gov- 
ernors' meeting is anyway not an 
arena to decide something,” said 
a senior Bank of Japan source, 
virtually ruling out any new pact | 
to supplement or replace Febru- 
ary’s “Louvre” dollar-stabilisa- . 
don accord. . 


LONDON (R) — A major 
Kuwaiti investment company has 
bought a big holding in British 
Petroleum Co Pic (B.P.) just days 
after a £7.2 billion ($12.7 billion) 
issue of new B.P. shares flopped 
in stock market turmoil, industry 
sources said on Friday. 

They said the purchase by the 
Kuwait Investment Office (KIO) 
of a 4.9 per cent stake in the oil 
giant reflected the Arm's usual 
strategy of buying shares cheaply 
in the hopes they would recover. 

Existing B.P. ordinary shares 
closed on Friday at £2.47 ($4.33), 
about 75 per cent of the £3.30 
price on last month's issue of 
part-paid shares. The new part- 
paid shares closed at 79 pence 
($1.40), still well down on the 
£1.20 ($2.13) first payment. 

Industry analysts said the 
purchase did not appear to be 
linked to recent moves by the 
Kuwait Petroleum Corporation 
(KPC) to expand marketing and 
refining activities in Europe. The 
KIO and KPC act autonomously, 
they said. 

“This is KIO's style, to take 
hefty stakes in companies which 
look bombed out but may recov- 


er,” said one analyst. ‘T think 
they see it as a good investment.” 

Officials at both firms have 
declined comment. 

The recent plunge in B.P.’s 
share price, prompted by the 
market crash last month, upset 
the British government’s offering 
of its remaining 31.5 per cent 
stake in B.P. plus new shares 
Issued to raise capital for the 
company. Most of the stock was 
left with underwriters. 

Reports of the KIO move came 
shortly before the Bank of Eng- 
land was to launch a safety net 
share plan for partly paid new 
B.P. shares. 

The central bank's offer to buy 
back shares at 70 pence ($1.23), 
against the £1.20 ($2. 12) applica- 
tion price, will dose on Jan. 6 at 
the latest. 

B.P.,. one of the seven sister oil 
majors which dominated the 
world oil market until OPEC's 
rise in the 1970s, was active in 
Kuwait in the 1940s and 1950s. 
B.P.’s presence there has de- 
clined over the decades and it has 
shifted emphasis away from the 
Mideast towards the North Sea 
and Alaska. 


Global financial chaos 
causes tremors in Italy 


MILAN (R) — The global stock- 
market crash and fears of a U.S. 
recession could have a serious 
impact on Italy’s economy, which 
was being lauded less than a year 
ago as a potential new European 
powerhouse, finandal analysts 
say. 

Prime Minister Giovanni 
Goria's office said the govern- 
ment intended to shelve planned 
income tax cuts to help trim its 
1988 budget as a result of tbe 
chaos on finandal markets and 
rising domestic inflation. 

Italy’s fragile, five-party coali- 
tion has been forced into a major 
overhaul of the budget after a key 
senate (upper house) panel re- 
jected it as unrealistic in the light 
of the situation on the markets. 

That move followed a warning 
by the Bank of Italy that the 
country’s economic targets for 
1988 were at risk. 

“People seem pretty worried 
these days because of the interna- 
tional scenario," said Mr. Mal- 
colm Duncan, bead of the foreign 
relations department of the Milan 
bourse. 

“There's a lot of pessimism in 
the air,” Mr. Ernesto Marelli, a 
stockbroker at Milan's Studio 
Albertini, said. 

Earlier this year the country 
was told it bad ousted Britain as 
number five among non-com- 
munist industrial powers. Infla- 
tion steadied and corporate pro- 
fits soared. 

Now, after the market turmoil, 
rekindled inflation, a widening 
trade defidt and no substantial 
progress in trimming the huge 
public defidt, the boom has 
turned to gloom. 


Mr. Giuseppe De Rita, secret- 
ary general of the Rome-based 
research centre Censis, said a 
U.S. economic slowdown would 
be bad news for such dynamic 
Italian businesses such as dotbing 
.group Benetton Group SPA, data 
processing firm Ing. C. Olivetti 
and C. SPA and chemicals giant 
Montedison SPA, all of which 
have a large presence in America. 

“It is very likely there will be a 
contraction in U.S. consump- 
tion," he said. 

Mr. Tim Orchard, Italian 
analyst for Warburg Securities, 
said his firm has cut its 1988 
forecast for Italian corporate 
earnings growth from 12 per cent 
to nine per cent. 

“If there's a slowdown. Fiat 
SPA sells less cars and Olivetti 
sells less personal computers,” 
added Mr. Marelli. 

More importantly, said Mr. De 
Rita, many Italian groups in the 
last three years have opted to 
raise cash on domestic and fore- 
ign equity markets to finance 
their rapid expansion. 

Now. he said: “They may have 
to return to banks for financing, 
which tend to move slower and be 
less dynamic." 

Finandal analysts say the huge 
price falls on global exchanges 
already threaten a planned 1,000 
billion lire ($800 million) capital 
increase by Montedison — about 
a third of it scheduled for interna- 
tional markets — to be considered 
next Tuesday by shareholders. 

In addition, several small to 
-medium-size Italian companies 
have postponed plans for new 
share issues on the Milan bourse 
because of the market’s slump. 


Peanuts 


SOME FRIENP5 OF OUR 
FAMILY JUST HAP 
A NEW BABY... 



THEY RE GREAT HOCKEY 
FAN5 SO THEY WANTED 
TO NAME THE BABY 
AFTER A HOCKEY PLAYER.. 



THEY THOUGHT OF GORDIE 
HOWE, ANP BOBBY HULL 
AMP UJAYNE GRETZKY, BUT 
THEY COULDN'T PECIPE... 



SO WHAT PIP/. 

they FINALLY ( zamboni ! 
CALL HIM? 6 




Andy Capp 




THE [N7ELLECTUALTYPE. 
IN THESE F3AJ?T5/ THAT’S A 
LASS WHO CAN THINK UP 
EXCUSES THAT YOUR 
AAISSUS WILL BELIEVE 



Riyadh rules out 
riyal revaluation 

BAHRAIN (R) — Saudi Arabia’s finance minis ter, 
responding to rumours sweeping Middle East cur- 
rency markets, said the kingdom would not revalue 
the riyal against the U.S. dollar following the 
American currency’s steep decline. 


Finance and National Eco- 
nomy Minister Mohammad Ali 
Abal Khail said: “The turmoil in 
world financial markets had no 
effect on the financial or monet- 
ary policy of the government, 
including the riyal which will 
stand stable." 

The Saudi rival gave up some 
of last week's gains and returned 
to around its 3.75 parity a g ain s t 
tbe dollar in response to the 
announcement, carried by the 
official Saudi Press Agency over- 
night. 

“The market turned and 
domestic rates finned sharply on 
the basis of the statement,” one 
currency dealer said. 

On Friday the spot riyal had 
firmed briefly to 3.7435 to the 
dollar — its strongest level since 
the parity was set in June 1986 — 
following a wave of dollar selling 
in favour of the currency. 

Domestic interest rates had 
also tumbled amid fears the Saudi 
Arabian government would re- 
value the riyal. 

But Saudi riyal dealers said a 
revaluation would not benefit the 
government since it would effec- 
tively reduce the value of govern- 
ment oil income, denominated in 
dollars. 


“A revaluation would decrease 
government revenues, which are 
paid in dollars, and hit the new 
(1988) budget which is expected 
to be announced soon,” one deal- 
er said. 

In the past, Saudi Arabia has 
chosen to devalue its currency to 
increase oil revenues in riyal 
terms and help plug a series- of 
budget deficits. 

The 1987 budget, correspond- 
ing roughly to the Western calen- 
dar year, foresees a defidt of 52.7 
billion rivals ($14 billion). 

The dealer added that a re- 
valuation would also hurt banks 
in the kingdom, already hit by 
decreasing profits this year, be- 
cause many still held long dollar 
positions. 

“The only advantage would be 
that imports would be less expen- 
sive.” he said. Hie kingdom is 
heavily dependent on imported 
goods. 

Saudi traders said that despite 
the market turnaround, senti- 
ment remained nervous on 
Saturday. 

"People wilt be cautious as 
long as the dollar continues to 
come down,” one dealer said. 
“Rates might remain steady, but 
we could also see a repeat of last 
week’s trend." 


Brazil, banks reach accord 


NEW YORK (AP) — Brazil and 
a committee representing its cre- 
ditor banks worldwide 
announced a short-term agree- 
ment on Friday to resolve the 
problem of the country’s overdue 
debt. 

Brazil suspended interest pay- 
ments Feb. 20 on about $67 bil- 
lion owed to foreign commercial 
banks when a declining foreign' 
trade surplus reduced its foreign- 
exchange reserves. Brazil's total 
foreign debt exceeds $110 billion, 
and no principal repayments have 
been made since 1983. 

Friday’s agreement is expected 
.to forestall a decision by U.S. 
bank regulatory authorities to 
classify Brazilian loans as “value- 
impaired,’’ a measure that would 
require U.S. banks to write down 
their Brazilian loans by 10 per 
cent. 

U.S. authorities have been 
meeting in Washington all week 
without announcing a decision on 
the matter. 

Brazil’s proposed bank agree- 
ment with the New York-based 
bank committee still has to be 
approved by hundreds of creditor 
banks around the world. 

Mr. William Rhodes, copresi- 
dent of the bank advisory com- 
mittee, and chief Brazilian nego- 
tiator Fernao Bracher announced 
the agreement, saying it is "a 
preliminary understanding that 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to lorm 
four ordinary words. 


marks the commencement of the 
normalisation of relations be- 
tween Brazil and the internation- 
al financial community.” 

Mr. Rhodes, vice president of 
Citibank of New York, and Mr. 
Bracher, special adviser to the 
Brazilian ministry of finance, said 
the understanding calls for the 
central bank of Brazil to furnish 
$1.5 billion from its reserves and 
for commercial banks to commit 
themselves to lend $3 billion 
under a short-term financing. 

These funds will be used to 
cover a large portion of Brazil's 
1987 external-financing needs, in- 
cluding the interest due from 
.Feb. 20 this year. 

The understanding calls for 
Brazil to disburse $500 million 
and the banks to advance $1 
billion of their committed financ- 
ing during December this year, to 
cover the interest due for Oct. 
1-Dec. 31. 1987. 

The remaining $3 billion, in- 
cluding $1 billion from Brazil and 
$2 billion from the banks, would, 
be disbursed once an agreement 
on a medium-term external- 
financing package for Brazil be- 
came effective. 

The joint announcement said 
negotiations will resume soon. 

The creditor banks are also 
asked to maintain their short- 
term trade credits and interbank 
credit lines to Brazil. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
a by Henri Am old and Bob Lee 



Now arrange the ! rc led letters u> 
form [he surprist nswer. as sug- 
gested by the atx « cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


[Ansv, -s lomorrow) 

Jumbtea GORGE FATAL BLOUSE P, IADE 

Answer: What the defendant’s lawyer was ?lng on 
the Jury— TEAR “GAS" 



“On this diet I can eat anything I 
want, but I can only chew it with my 
bottom teeth." 
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His Majesty King Hussein and His Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Saturday receive the Bahraini delegation. 


A contingent or the Armed Forces stand guard of honour Saturday to the visiting Arab heads of state. 


(Photos by Yousef AJ ‘Allan) 


South Yemeni President Haidar Abu Bakr A1 Attas Saturday confers 
with UAE President Zayed Ibn Sultan AJ Nahayan. 



ardinal agrees to mediate 
in Sandinista -contra ceasefire 


MANAGUA, Nicaragua (AP) — Sandinista soldiers 
were ordered to resume fighting Saturday, the day a 
unilateral cease-fire ended. But a key government 


critic agreed to act as mediator in talks aimed at 


reaching a truce. 


Elsewhere in Central America, 
leftist rebels in El Salvador said 
they are willing to renew cease- 
fire talks with the government. 
But the rebels said they reserved 
the right to attack government 
soldiers who enter areas under 
their control, and warned they 
would continue sabotaging El 
Salvador's economy. 

Cease-fire talks are a key pro- 
vision of a regional peace plan 
signed by the presidents of Nicar- 
agua. El Salvador. Guatemala, 
Honduras and Costa Rica. 

Nicaragua's Defence Ministry 
said Sandinista soldiers would re- 
turn to combat Saturday in four 
areas where the unilateral cease- 
lire imposed by the government 
had expired. The ministry said 
the limited truce that began last 
month had served only to streng- 
then the rebels, known as con- 


tras. 

Also Friday. Cardinal Miguel 
Obando Y. Bravo agreed to a - 
request by President Daniel Orte- 
ga that he serve as go between in 
the effort to arrange a truce 
between the Sandinista govern- 
ment and the contras. 


Cardinal Obando Y. Bravo, 
head of the Roman Catholic 
Church in Nicaragua, leads the 
nation's National Reconciliation 
Commission formed under the 
regional peace plan. He has been 
a frequent critic of the govern- 
ment. 

In a reversal seen as a boost to 
the regional peace process, Mr. 
Ortega offered Thursday night to 
hold indirect talks with contras 


and promised to release nearly 
1,000 political prisoners. Pre- 


The agreement was announced 
after Mr. Ortega paid a 45-mi- 
nute visit to Cardinal Obando Y. 
Bravo at the Roman Catholic 
Archbishop's offices. 

Afterward, the cardinal told 
reporters gathered outside: "I 
have accepted the proposal” to 
act as go-between for the govern- 
ment and the contra rebels. 


“The cardinal considers this 
positive and we are going to 
continue discussions with him to 
make it more concrete in coming 
days.'* Mr. Ortega said. 


viously. he had said the Sandinis- 
tas would talk only with the Un- 
ited States, which funds the con- 
tras. 

Contra leaders were pleased 
that Mr. Onega picked Cardinal 
Obando Y. Bravo to mediate 
peace talks, a contra spokes- 
woman said Friday. 

“We are quite glad. We had 
proposed him ourselves some 
weeks back. All of the directors 
support the cardinal and agreed 
he was the best possible.” said 
Marta Sacasa. spokeswoman for 
the Nicaraguan Resistance. 

“We think he is the best possi- 


ble mediator, he’s the most re- 
spected man in Nicaragua. His 
love for the Nicaraguans is un- 
questionable,” she said. 

On Thursday. Mr. Ortega gave 
the legislature proposals for an 
amnesty and an end to a state of 
emergency in effect almost con- 
tinuously since 1982. 

The amnesty applies to politic- 
al prisoners and contras who re- 
nounce their fight, but does not 
include the national guardsmen 
who worked for the right-wing 
government of dictator Anastasio 
Somoza. 

The Sandinistas led a revolu- 
tion that toppled Somoza in 1979. 
Roughly 15,000 contra rebels are 
now fighting to overthrow the 
Sandinista government. 

In El Salvador on Friday, leftist 
rebels said they are willing to 
discuss a truce with the govern- 
ment. Two peace talks between 
the rebels and the government 
were held recently in El Salvador 
and Venezuela, but the guerrillas 
refused to attend a meeting plan- 
ned for last weekend in Mexico 
City. 


Philippine defence 
chief scolds military 


MANILA (R) — Saying “we are 
at war,” the Philippine Defence 
Chief has scolded the military for 
failing to stop spreading Com- 
munist rebel attacks on govern- 
ment and military targets in Man- 
ila and other major cities. 

.“This situation cannot go on 
for long, otherwise our country is 
in trouble,” Defence Secretary 
Rafael Ileto said. 

Gen. Ileto spoke at the start of 
a two-day closed-door conference 
on Thursday of senior military 
commanders preparing an “ac- 
tion plan” against Jbe Communist 
New People’s Army (NPA). 

A copy of his speech was 
obtained by Reuters on Saturday. 

“There can be no misreading of 
recent events, nor mistaking the in- 
tent, the will, the capability' and 
fiiture potential of the Commun- 
ist insurgency to prosecute their 
plans with vigour and determina- 
tion... with sophistication and im- 
pact,” he said. 

Communist rebels have spread 
attacks from the countryside to 
the capital where 16 people, 
mostly soldiers and policemen, 
had been killed. On Friday, they 
warned that Americans “med- 


dling in internal affairs” would be 
targets. 

Gen. Heto said he discovered 
that tactical intelligence in the 
field was poor and added: “There 
is not much excuse for this. If we 
are deficient in this... then I 
really think we are really in 
trouble.” 


He raised questions on troop 


morale and leadership quality. 

He also said massive amounts 
of military equipment poured in 
by the U.S. government will be of 
no use if commanders will not set 
the direction to fight the rebels, 
whose influence covers three- 
fourths of the country’s 74 pro- 
vinces. 

A top Senate leader quit Vice 
President Salvador Laurel’s party 
on Saturday in a move that 
further isolated the vice president 
in his political battle with Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino. 

Senate majority floorleader 
Orlando Mercado said in a radio 
interview he does “not like very 
much the direction” the United 
Nationalist Democratic Organisa- 
tion was taking under Mr. Laurel, 
who has become one of Mis. 
Aquino's strongest critics. 


U.S. Supreme Court 
nominee asked to pull out 


WASHINGTON (R) — A mem- 
ber of President Reagan's 
cabinet, acting with Mr. Reagan's 
knowledge, urged Supreme 
Court nominee Douglas Gins- 
burg on Friday to withdraw be- 
cause he had used marijuana, an 


questing anonymity, said 
Reacan" 


inji 

official spokesman said. 

The furore over Judge Gins- 
burg is the second major Sup- 
reme Court embarrassment for 
Mr. Reagan. His original choice, 
conservative jurist Robert Bork, 
was rejected by the Senate as too 
extreme following a bruising con- 
firmation hearing. 

Education Department spokes- 
man Michael Jackson declined to 
comment on Mr. Reagan's re- 
sponse when Education Secretary 
William Bennett told Mr. Reagan 
he was going to ask Mr. Ginsburg 
to withdraw. 

But a department official, re- 


Mr. 

Ceagan did not object. “The 
president neither encouraged him 
nor discouraged him when Ben- 
nett said he would call Ginsburg 
and tell him what he thought." 
the official told Reuters. 

Mr. Jackson said Judge Gins- 
burg did not give Mr. Bennett 
any" indication of what he would 
do. “I would characterise Gins- 
burg as being noncommittal," he 
added. 

A U.S. television network. 
CBS News, said Mr. Reagan had 
“given the green light” for moves 
to pressure Judge Ginsburg to 
withdraw from the confirmation 
process, which is now before the 
Senate. 

Attorney General Edwin 
Meese. the highest U.S. law offi- 
cial. said the nomination should 
proceed. 


U.N. formally announces 
broader access to war files 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
United Nations on Friday formal- 
in announced broadened access 
to its controversial trove of war- 
crimes documents and said guide- 
lines would be in place by next 
week. 

The new rules, which had been 
sought in particular by Israel, will 
greatly increase access for resear- 
chers! writers, reporters and 
historians to the files on almost 


40.0UO alleged war criminals and 
witnesses compiled by a World 
War II commission. 

The rules were developed by 
Secretary General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar in consultation with 
representatives of the non-de- 
funct War Crimes Commission, 
which handed over the files to the 
United Nations for safekeeping 
when the 17-nation commission 
was disbanded in 194$. 
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THE REALTY OF LOGICAL DEFENSE 


North-South 

deals- 


vulnerable West 


WEST 

NORTH 

♦ J 10 6 5 

: K 103 2 

: k 2 

♦ A 9 2 

EAST 
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T 7 1 
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S 
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SOUTH 
♦KS742 
: A 9 
: j n 
♦ K S 5 4 
Th** Mtlins 


Weal 

North East 

Sooth 


Pans 1 " 

1 * 

Pass 

2 ? Pass 

2 ♦ 

Pass 

Pus* Pass 


Opening lead: Four of > 



We have often said it before and 
wl will say it attain. There Is no 
such thing as a blind opening lead: 
ju--t deaf opening leaders This 
hand from the Open Pairs at the 
7th World Bridge Olympiad bears 
us PUl. 

After East's third-hand opening 
and South's overran. North used a 


cue-bid in the enemy suit to check 
on the strength of his partner's 
hand Since South showed no inter- 
est in game and North wasn't sure 
of the value of his king of hearts, 
he chose to pass. 

Sitting East -West were Dr. 
George Rnsenkranz and Miguel 
Revgadas of Mexico City. The most 
interesting call in the auction, from 
Reygadas’s point of view, was his 
partner's pass of the cue-bid — had 
he wanted a heart lead, he could 
have doubled. So West hit upon the 
devilish lead of a low diamond 
away from the ace! 

Who can blame declarer for play- 
ing low from dummy? East’s queen 
won. and he shifted to the queen of 
clubs. Declarer won on the table 
and led the jack of trumps. East 
shot up with the ace and reverted 
to dubs. Instead of cashing his 
king of trumps, declarer thought 
he had time first to lead the Jack of 
diamonds. But West took his ace. 
cashed the jack of clubs and led his 
Iasi club. Declarer ruffed in 
dummy, but East overruffed with 
the queen to hold declarer to his 
contract. That was worth almost 
all the matchpeints. for most de- 
clarers were making nine or 10 
tricks at the same contract. 


1 killed by bombs at 
Dhaka political rally 


DHAKA (R) — A young man 
was killed and several people 
were injured when attackers 
threw at least six bombs at a 
political rally in Bangladesh on 
Saturday, police said. 

Witnesses said the bombs were 
thrown as retired Col. Abdur 
Rashid, co-chairman of the Free- 
dom Party, was addressing the 
rally at the National Press Club. 

They said someone fired at the 
attackers from a passing vehicle 
but no one was hit. Police could 
not confirm the report. 

Police attended to the victims 


as crowds ran for cover. One died 
in hospital soon afterwards. 

The Freedom Party was found- 
ed last year by former army offic- 


ers who killed Bangladesh's first 


president, Sheikh Mujibur Rah- 
man, in a 1975 coup. Saturday’s 
rally was staged to mark the 
country’s National Revolution 
and Solidarity Day. 

Col. Rashid, one of two offic- 
ers who claimed to have shot 
Mujib. blamed the bomb attack 
on the major opposition Awami 
League Party Jed by Muj four’s 
daughter Sheikh Hasina. 


UNESCO confirms Mayor 
as director-general 


PARIS (AP) — UNESCO dele- 
gates on Saturday elected Feder- 
ico Mayor of Spain as the new 
director general of the organisa- 
tion, replacing Amadou Mahtar 
M*Bow of Senegal. 

The vote for the 53-year-old 
biochemist was 142 for and seven 
against. 

The result of the vote was 
announced at a public session by 
Guerillmo Putzeys Alvarez of 
Guatemala, president of the 158- 
nation General Conference. The 
announcement was followed by 
prolonged applause. 

Mr. Mayor received strong 


support from all the regional 
groups that could help him rescue 
the troubled organisation from 
the crisis it has faced in recent 
years. 

But Western diplomats said it 
was unlikely Mr. Mayor would be 
able to persuade the United 
States and Britain to rejoin the 
158-nation U.N. Educational, 
Scientific and Cultural Organisa- 
tion (UNESCO). 

Both countries withdrew from 
the organisation, complaining of 
mismanagement, waste and an 
anti-Western bias in the organisa- 
tion’s programmes. 


Irish police 
capture 2 
members of 
kidnap gang 


LIMERICK. Ireland (R) — Irish 
police captured two members of a 
gang that kidnapped a mil- 
lionaire's son-in-law but are still 
hunting for their leader — a 
renegade Irish nationalist guerril- 
la known as “the border fox." 

Their arrests on Friday was a 
welcome morale-booster for the 
Irish police who now face a major 
government inquiry after Justice 
Minister Geny Collins conceded 
that major blunders had been 
made in the three-week kidnap 
saga. 

Dublin dentist Jon O’Grady, 
whose father-in-law Austin Dar- 
ragh is one of the wealthiest men' 
in Ireland, was freed on Thursday 
after a gun battle between police 
and the four-man gang. 

The kidnappers, bidding for a 
1.5 million punt ($2.25 million) 
ransom, had sliced off the ends of 
O’Grady 's little fingers with a 
hammer and 3 chisel and sent 
them to his family in a gruesome 
package. 

Doctors abandoned plans to 
sew the finger ends back on but 
said O'Grady, who cauterised his 
own wounds with a hot knife 
when in captivity, had made an 
excellent recovery and would be 
back at work within weeks. 

The gang shot and seriously 
wounded a "detective in the abdo- 
men before fleeing across country 
with two Dublin housewives as 
hostages. They were released on 
Thursday night in Limerick. 200 
kilometres south west of Dublin.' 

Two gang members took a taxi 
to nearby Tipperary where police 
trapped them. But they then 
escaped in a scuffle on the steps 
of Tipperary Police station. 

A nurse was taken hostage by 
one gang member who gave him- 
self up after overturning her car 
and being cornered by armed 
police. 


Man held after seizing Canadian jetliner 


SAN FRANCISCO (R| — A 
man armed with an axe and 
claiming to be fleeing from the 
mafia commandeered an Air 
Canada jetliner at San Francisco 
International Airport for about 
three hours on Friday, officials 
said. 


Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion (FBI) agents said the man. 
identified as James Drake, 37. of 
Florida, boa-ded the Boeing 737 
shortly before it was scheduled 


to leave for Toronto and Mon- 
treal. 

He entered the cockpit and 
held the pilot hostage with an 
axe. agents said. 

They said he at first asked to be 
flown to London but dropped his 
demands and surrendered about 
three hours later. 

“The agents walked off the 
plane unfiurt and he (Drake) 
walked off the plane unhurt,” 
said FBI agent-in-charge Richard 
Held. 


He said the pilot was shaken 
but not hanned. “That's the way 
we like them to end. Nobody got 
hurt,” Mr. Held said. 

None of the 171 scheduled pas- 
sengers had boarded the plane 
and about a dozen crew members 
left the jetliner soon after the 
incident began. 

The plane never left the gate 
and the arrivals and departures of 
other flights were not disrupted, 
said airport spokesman Ron 
Wilson. 


Body of kidnapped Argentine financier found 


BUENOS AIRES. Argentina 
(AP) The body of kidnapped 
financier Osvaldo Sivak. missing 
since July 1985. was unearthed 
from a crude grave near a grove of 
trees 50 kilometres south of this 
capital city, federal authorities 
have announced. 

Federal Police Chief Juan 
Angel Pirker said Sivak was kil- 
led by a shot to the base of the 
skull on Aug. 11, 1985, one day 
after a Sl.l million ransom had 
been paid by his family. 


Federal Judge Martin Irurzun 
said four police officers were 
arrested and charged with kidnap 
and murder, including Federal 
Inspectors Horacio Saucedo and 
Hector Ruben Galeano, and 
.fraud unit aide Carlos Alberto 
Bivolasky. Each is being held 
incommunicado. 

“This is a very sad occurrence, 
not only because it signifies the 
loss of a human life at the hands 
of criminals, but because as 
police chief I have to tell you that 


all of those involved to this mo- 
ment are police personnel." Pir- 
ker said. 


“Two years of terrible suffering 
have ended.” said a bereaved 
Marta de Oyhanarte Sivak, wife 
of the victim. “Please respect my 
pain." 

House majority leader Cesar 
Jaroslavsky described the Sivak 
case as scandalous and tragic, 
saying, "they were four police 
officers that killed for money.” 


Police storm Brussels jail to end riot 


BRUSSELS (R) — Paramilitary 
police have stormed a Brussels 
prison to end a 2V>hour riot by 
more than 100 inmates and free 
four warders held hostage, police 
and prison officials said. 

“Tiie situation is under control 
and a check is being made to see 
if any prisoners have escaped," a 
spokesman at Brussels' Paramilit- 
ary Police Headquarters told 
Reuters. 

“There were four hostages, but 
they are all safe and sound now,” 
a spokeswoman at Forest Prison 
in south Brussels said. 

Police, firemen and ambu- 
lances rushed to the scene and 
cordoned off the area after pris- 
oners went on the rampage and 
set fire to furniture in one wing of 
the fortress-like jail. 

Unconfirmed reports said the 
riot began when warders stopped 


inmates from watching television. 

Reuter photographer Attila 
Seren said he saw male and 
female paramilitary police using 
teargas as they stormed the block 
where the trouble broke out. 

“There are police with torches 
staking out the backs of several 
buildings looking for escapees." 
he added. Earlier, a police 
spokesman said about 10 prison- 
ers had escaped, but most had 
f been recaptured. 

Police said there were no se- 
rious injuries during the riot but 
prison officials said there was 
enormous damage to the jail. 

It was the fourth time in two 
months that Belgian Paramilitary 
Police had been called in to quell 
jail riots. 

The September violence at 
Forest and two other prisons fol- 


lowed press reports that superior 
jail conditions had been prepared 
for English soccer fans extradited 
to Belgium to await trial over the 
1985 Heysel Stadium riot which 
killed 39 people. 

In Portugal, police stormed 
Lisbon’s main jail on Friday and 
crushed a riot in which at least six 
inmates and a guard were in- 
jured, prison officials said. 

Deputy Prison Director Joao 
Paiva told Reuters he could not 
confirm earlier reports that a 
prisoner had been killed. Prison 
officials had said one prisoner 
died while being taken to hospital 
for treatment of his injuries. 


“We have several injured, 
some seriously,” he said. "The 
situation is now under control 
and the police have already 
cleared the area.” 
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World’s newest subway opens 


SINGAPORE (AP) — The world's newest subway opened for 
business Saturday, built to provide no-nonsense transportation as 
well as shelter from air raids in time of war. Second Deputy Prime 
Minister Ong Teng Cheong and other officials took a ceremonial 
first ride from Tao Payoh Station to Yio Chu Kang and back. 
Thousands of curious Singaporeans then swarmed on board the 
Japanese-built cars. Known as MRT, for mass rapid transport, the 
first revenue-earning trackage covers six kilometres and features 
five stations. If fully operational as scheduled by mid-1990, the 
67-kilometre network is expected to carry 750,000 people per day. 
Traffic Manager Pok Sheung Foo said. There will be 42 stations, 
27 of them above ground, all intended to be within walking 
distance of a third of the total population of 2.6 million. Nine of 
the underground stations are fortified to serve as bomb sbeltep 
capable of accommodating almost 100,000 people. Officials said 
these civil defence stations were built to withstand substantial 
blasts from aerial bombs, rockets and artillery shells, and provide 
some protection against most nuclear weapons. Trains and 
underground stations are air-conditioned, a necessity in a city 137 
kilometres from the equator. 


Prince backs campaign to save the seas 


LAUSANNE. Switzerland (AP) — Prince Philip, president of 
World Wildlife Fund International, on Friday threw his support 
behind a fund-raising' campaign by the group's Swiss chapter 
aimed at preserving the world’s oceans and whales. “We are 
against all actions that reduce the health of the oceans," the Duke 
of Edinburgh told a news conference in Lausanne. The Swiss 
chapter hopes to raise Vi million Swiss francs ($714,000 to $1.4 
million) during its campaign, which is to last for about three 
months, said the chapter's head, Philippe Roch, at the news 
conference. Prince Philip said “horrible destruction" was being 
done to the oceans. For example, he said, every year 120.000 
kilometres of nets are dropped in the northern Pacific Ocean, 
“trapping everything — fish, dolphins, and other wildlife." 


Airline ticket fraud ‘is $500m a year’ 


GENEVA (R) — Airline ticket fraud is estimated to cost the 
world's airlines up to $500 million a year, the IATA trade 
association has said. In its latest quarterly magazine, the 
International Air Transport Association (IATA) said it had 
started a training programme to help staff from its 168 member 
airlines to spot fraudulent tickets. The article, by Terry Ewins, 
assistant director of lATA's Tariff Integrity Division, said in most 
cases criminals enlisted the help of unscrupulous travel agents, hi 
exchange for a small cut. the agents altered stolen or false tickets. 


Jessica McClure’s toe removed 


MIDLAND, Texas (AP) — Surgeons removed the little toe on 
the right foot of Jessica McClure during the toddler's fifth 
operation since she was rescued from an abandoned well. The 
19-month-old girl underwent about four hours of surgery at 
Midland Memorial Hospital and was listed in stable condition, 
hospital spokeswoman Sue Ristom said. Doctors have not 
decided whether they will have to remove the big toe on the same 
foot, which was wedged in an awkward position while she was 
stuck in the well for 58 Vi hours last month, Ms. Ristom said. 
Orthopedic suraeons also removed dead skin from Jessica's foot, 
but no skin grafts were performed during the procedure. Doctors 
also performed plastic surgery Wednesday to help heal a severe 
scrape on the girl's forehead. Hospital officials have said it 
probably will be another month before Jessica can go home. No 
additional surgery was immediately scheduled, Ms. Ristom said. 
The youngster was rescued on Oct. 16 from the shaft in the 
backyard of a day-care centre in a dramatic effort that drew 
worldwide attention. 


Congressman, in tears, sentenced to jail 


NEW YORK (R) — Congressman Mario Biaggi, sobbing and his 
eyes rimmed with tears, was sentenced to 30 months in jail for 
accepting free holiday trips and lying to 'a grand jury probe 
probing the affair. “If ever there was a Greek tragedy, it was this 
one. The hero is today struck low and grief descends," saiU 
Brooklyn Federal Court Judge Jack Weinstein. He also imposed a 
$500,000 fine on Biaggi. a congressman for 20 years who is a 
staunch supporter of the Irish Republican cause and who was 
nominated in 1982 for a Nobel Peace Prize for his work on 
Northern Ireland. Biaggi, 70. was convicted on Sept. 22 of 
accepting illegal gratuities — two expenses-paid trips to Florida 
for himself and his mistress — from his co-defendant, former 
Brooklyn Democratic Party boss Meade Esposito. Esposito was 
sentenced last month to a suspended prison term, two years 
probation and a $500,000 fine. The prosecution charged Mr. 
Esposito provided the trips to Mr. Biaggi in return for his helping 
coastal dry dock and repair, a ship repair firm that was a client of 
the insurance company for which Mr. Esposito worked. Mr. 
Biaggi. in a barely audible voice that was choked with emotion, 
told the judge: “The only thing I did was accept some hospitality 
from an old and dear friend. In my heart I didn’t do anything 
wrong.” Outside court. Mr. Biaggi maintained he was not guilty 
and said he would appeal. He is free pending his decision on an 
appeal. Biaggi faces a second federal bribery trial in connection 
with a probe of Wedtech, a defence contractor which the 
prosecution claims paid him hundreds of thousands of dollars for 
his help in winning it contracts. 


Quintuplets bora to Rome woman 


ROME (A P) — a 26-year-old Italian woman gave birth to 
a Rome hospital after a Caesarean section, hospital 
officials said. A spokesman for the obstetric clinic at the 
University of Rome Polyclinic said Patrizia Annibaidi and her five 
babies -- two boys and three girls — were all in good health. The 
babies were immediately put in incubators and the mother was 
resting, said the spokesman, who would not give his name. He 
said he could supply no further details. The news agency ANSA 
said Mrs. Annibaidi had the babies after IVz months of preenan- 
cy. The largest, a boy, weighed at 1.48 kilogrammes 73.2 6 
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